November 10, 2008





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Sr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment - 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Lee Hauge regarding the Pontoosuc Lake bids from 	PONTOOSUC


$24,000 or $28,000 the other bidder Aquatic 	LAKE


Control Technology $21,000 with or without 	WEED


additional treatment.  Mr. Hauge recommended 	CONTROL


Aquatic control Technology for the 3-year contract. 


This is in lieu of harvesting. Motion made by 


Mr. Prendergast to award the 3-year contract 


annually renewable to Aquatic Control Technology 


for $21,000, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.





Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Hauge in his capacity 	BELANGERS


with the Water District regarding the Belanger’s 


problem.  Mr. Hauge said that he would rather wait 


until the insurance adjuster has viewed the problem 


and made a determination.





Mark Bashara regarding the use of a cruiser 	POLICE


for road work safety. The Board clarified the 	DEPARTMENT


need for a cruiser for road work and decided 


to let their motion at the October 30, 2008 


meeting stand as stated.





Mark Bashara to discuss the purchase of another	CRUISER


cruiser. Chief Bashara explained that it will 


cost the Town nothing to purchase it or for the 


registration. These costs would be covered by 


the Policing Grant he receives.  Chief Bashara 


said that he will pay the insurance out of his 


budget for the first year and if possible a 


second year as well.  Chief Bashara said that 


the car will be the 6th car in his fleet and that 


is the maximum number he will have. Chief Bashara 


said that in the past this Policing Grant has 


been used for salary and computers. Mr. Prendergast


stressed his concern that the Police Department


follow through on their agreement to turn back 


$3,000/$5,000 as part of Chief Bashara’s ability


to hire a new full time position. Motion made 


by Mr. Prendergast to approve the purchase of a 
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new cruiser with the policing grant, seconded by 	CRUISER


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	CONT’D





Bill Stevens, Chairman of the Finance Committee 	SPECIAL


and the other members of the committee.  	TOWN


Mr. Stevens said that on the warrant for the 	MEETING


Special Town meeting scheduled for the 2nd 


Tuesday of January, 2009 we will need an article 


for additional Veterans Benefits.  Another item 


is regarding the overage in the Mt. Greylock High 


School Excess and Deficiency Account.  Mr. Stevens 


suggested using the excess money to pay down the 


loan for the roof.  





Mr. Stevens asked if there will be money needed 	BERKSHIRE


for Berkshire Spring next year. Mr. Boudreau 	SPRING


said that the only additional cost we may see 


would be if there is a need for additional testing 


which would be an increase in the Board of Health 


and Highway Department budgets.  





Mr. Stevens asked why the school is paying the 	SCHOOL


Highway Department to mow the school lawn.  	LAWN


Mr. Boudreau explained that the Highway Department 


did not have funds allocated to cover the mowing 


of the school lawn as well as the other mowing of 


town property.  





Mr. Stevens had questions on how to handle the 	SALARIES


Assessors and Health Department salaries.  


Mr. Boudreau explained that the salary account 


will have to be changed and the expenses will 


have to be increased at the Special Town meeting.  


The Board of Health will still have a salary 


account they will be considered part-time employees.





Mr. Stevens stated that he has put together a rough 	LEVY


estimate for the budget for FY10, which will be 	LIMIT


$190,000 to $200,000 over the levy limit.





Mrs. Brower asked if anything has been done 	ADA RAMP


about getting the ramp at Town Hall redone.  


Mr. Goerlach said that it going to cost 


more because we would like to have a covered 


ramp.  Mr. Goerlach said that we will be asking 


for money at the next town meeting for the 


additional costs.





Administrator’s Report
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Mr. Boudreau reported that the Highway Department 	BERKSHIRE


has completed all the tasks that DEP has required 	SPRING


for Berkshire Spring.  The unofficial tests show 


that the bacteria at the spring has cleared up, 





but it is still unofficial.  Mr. Boudreau asked 	SPRING


if the Whalens had made arrangements to tie in to 	CONT’D


the coop.  Mr. Goerlach said that it will happen 


during the month of November.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of 	HAZARD


the multi-hazard mitigation plan, which has been 	MITIGATION


tentatively approved by MEMA and FEMA the Board 	PLAN


of Selectmen need to give their approval and submit 


that to MEMA and FEMA. Mr. Boudreau presented the 


Board with a letter for their signatures. Motion 


made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the plan and 


letter as prepared, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau said that when he and Mr. Goerlach 	MINER ROAD


met with Mr. Niles of MassHighway they asked 	BRIDGE


about the Miner Road Bridge. Mr. Niles reported 


that the original design had a lot of problems 


and the new design won’t be ready for bid until 


2012. Mr. Prendergast suggested that a letter 


be sent explaining the need for this bridge to 


be repaired now, as it was supposed to be done 


in 2006.





Mr. Boudreau presented a letter to be sent to 	GREYLOCK


the Department of Conservation and Recreation 	ROAD


regarding Greylock Road requesting better repairs 


and a new culvert.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he and Mr. Durwin are 	VETERAN’S


working on November 11, 2008 and taking the day 	DAY


before Thanksgiving off.





End Administrator’s Report 





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing contract 	SESSION


negotiations and reconvene to open session, 


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Szczepaniak, yes 


and Mr. Goerlach, yes. Mr. Prendergast recused 


himself from the meeting. 





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the October 30, 2008 meeting,  	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak.  Unanimously voted. 
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Mail:





Liz Drury tendered her resignation from the 	BOARD


Board of Health effective December 31, 2008. 	OF HEALTH





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept Liz 	BOARD OF


Drury’s resignation from the Board of Health 	HEALTH 


with regrets, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 	CONT’D


Unanimously voted.  





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission notice 	BRPC


of their November 6, 2008 Executive Committee 


meeting.





Letter from Department of Housing and Community 	DH&CD


Development regarding findings of audit of the 	BLOCK


block grant, stating that the letter of 	GRANT


explanation has been received and accepted.





Received from Trial Court of the Commonwealth of 	BEAUDOIN


Massachusetts a “Cease and Desist Order” against 


Beaudoin’s.  Mr. Boudreau asked about the petition 


for a Noise Ordinance. The Board decided to add 


it to the annual town meeting





Copy of letter Mr. Boudreau sent to Peter Niles 	OLD 


regarding the plowing of sidewalks and the culvert 	ROUTE 8


on Old Route 8.





Copy of a letter Mr. Boudreau sent to Doug Paine 	DEP


of the Mass DEP – Drinking Water Program as an 


initial response to the consent order.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Joseph 	ROUTE 7


Sinopoli and Mr. Sinopoli said that he has a 


lawyer and he wants to meet with the Board.  


Mr. Sinopoli said that it was supposed to be a 


handicap ramp and it is not sufficient.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the problem with 	SWAMP ROAD


Joseph Sinopoli, Jr. on Swamp Road. Mr. Sinopoli 


is still running a business in a residential area.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he looked at it and the 


building is ok but it is not zoned for business.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he will write a letter to 


the Building Inspector.
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Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the “No Parking” signs 	ANN DRIVE


have been put up on Ann Drive.





Mr. Goerlach asked who sets the pay for the 	BOARD OF


health inspectors.  Mr. Boudreau explained that 	HEALTH


the Board of Health is responsible for that.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that there was an 	LANDSCAPE


advertisement for a grant for non-profit 	TOWN HALL


organizations for landscaping and he wants 


to know if the town is eligible.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that Berkshire Mall did 	EMERGENCY


a good job on the emergency entrance.	ACCESS/MALL





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Kurt 	NORTH MAIN


Hospot and he is going to make arrangements to 	STREET


speak with the Board about possible uses for 


his property on North Main Street.





Mr. Prendergast said that the hazard mitigation 	MINER ROAD


plan makes note of the problems with the Miner 	BRIDGE


Road Bridge.





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Jim Dripps 	LESLIE


regarding problems on Leslie Avenue.  Mr. Boudreau 	AVENUE


will speak with Mr. Decelles about it.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the Heavy Equipment 	HEAVY


Access Permit requested by Bannish Lumber. The 	EQUIPMENT


Board would like to have a representative from 	PERMIT


Bannish Lumber to meet with the Board to discuss 	GULF ROAD


this issue.





Mr. Goerlach asked if the Board would support 	HIRING


a hiring freeze for the Town Boards until the 	FREEZE


next fiscal year. Mr. Szczepaniak said that a 


freeze would affect the hiring of a part-time 


man to mow.  Mr. Boudreau said that he does not 


think the Town will be able to afford to hire 


anyone.





Mr. Goerlach mentioned that the project on Old 	OLD STATE


State Road has come to a halt because it has to 	ROAD


go to legal bid unless the Town does the work.  


Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Decelles gave him new 


figures. (Newton would be $5,045, Materials $9,102 


and Town Labor $4,092 for a total of $18,239).  The 


Board suggested putting it out to bid now.
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Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 10:05 pm.	


