September 24, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment





Shirley Beaudon of Baker Street looking for the 4 	BAKER STREET


“no parking” signs to be replaced.  The Board said 	NO PARKING


that they would have Mr. Decelles look into the matter.	SIGNS





Chief Bashara regarding town policy for hiring new 	POLICE


police officers.  Mr. Prendergast presented the 	DEPARTMENT


policies he would like put into place for hiring 	EMPOLYMENT


part-time officers as follows: 1 post openings on 	APPLICATIONS


web page and on the cable network if the town ever 


gets one; 2. number the applications so that we 


know how many people applied; 3 give the edge for 


training and selection to Lanesborough residents 


when ever possible.  Chief Bashara doesn’t feel it 


is necessary to number the applications as they go 


out. He stated that keeps all applications even if 


the applicant is not qualified.  Ms. Elfenbein stated 


that she doesn’t feel that the Selectmen need to know 


what applications the Chief receives. She wants to 


leave the process in the hands of the Police Advisory 


Commission and the Police Chief.  Mr. Goerlach 


suggested having a sign out sheet for applications.  


Chief Bashara said that he would go along with that. 


Mr. Goerlach is concerned that there could actually 


be only one application for a position with the 


Police Department.  





Marvin Michalek introduced the new member Ed Jurczyk 	POLICE


of the Police Advisory Commission to the Board of 	ADVISORY


Selectmen.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Ben Garner 	PART-TIME


as part-time police officer, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 	POLICE


Unanimously voted.	OFFICER





Recreation Committee members: Deb Decelles, Bill 	DRIVE-IN


Koziara, Joann Froio, Shaun Parzick and Michael 	PROPERTY


Wooliver and Sherone Laston-LaBarron.  Mr. Koziara 


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 – PAGE 2





presented the Board with a copy of the diagram for 	DRIVE-IN


the new recreation facility on the drive-in property.  	PROPERTY


The Recreation Committee is interested in knowing how 	CONT’D


much the town can support in the way of insurance, 


lawn maintenance and possibly plowing of the driveway 


in the winter.  Ms. Decelles said that they are 


planning on a walking track around the perimeter of 


the park.  Ms. Decelles said that eventually they 


would like to add on to the existing building and have 


an ice rink and snow shoeing.   Mr. Goerlach asked 


that the Recreation Committee get quotes for the cost 


of mowing.  Ms. Decelles said that the Recreation 


Committee is going to ask large organizations for funds 


to support the parks and they are not going to get any 


large sums of money without a guarantee that the Town 


will be maintaining the property after.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that once the property is the Town’s, he will 


contact the insurance company and they will assess it 


and it will be covered under the town’s insurance.  


The Board asked if the Recreation Committee had a copy 


of the print that can be hung on a wall for the town’s 


people to see.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been in contact with 	SUBDIVSION


Mr. Condron’s attorney and they have the mylar and 	DRIVE-IN


the town will pay for the recording of the original 	PROPERTY


mylar and the deed. Once the deed is recorded it will 


be covered by the town’s insurance.  Mr. Boudreau 


asked if the Recreation Committee needed a letter 


from the Selectmen stating the Town’s involvement 


and support of the park. The Board authorized 


Mr. Boudreau to write a letter of support.





Mr. Goerlach asked if there was a way to either 	SENIOR


sell or trade part of the acreage that the town 	CENTER


obtained from Mr. Spring to Mr. Condron to offset 


the front of the drive-in property, so that the 


senior center can be put on the same property as 


the recreation field.  





Paul Dion of North Main Street asked there was any 	NORTH MAIN


way he could get an easement to fill in town property 	STREET


so that he can put in a new leach field on his property.  	EASEMENT


Mr. Boudreau said that he will talk to Bill Decelles 


and Town Counsel.





Ms. Hassan reported that she spoke with Peter and 	NOISE


Michelle Beaudoin this afternoon and they agreed 	NORTH MAIN
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that each person using the track will be asked to 	NOISE


insert a device in their mufflers to reduce the noise	NORTH MAIN


Ms. Hassan was invited to listen to see if it reduces	CONT’D


the noise. Mr. Prendergast thanked her for her help in 


the matter.  Ms. Hassan said that she will be contacting 


Mr. Demick in the morning to relate this information.





Ms. Hassan also asked for a copy of the Zen’s Dog 	ZEN’S DOG


House Liquor license, which was approved by the 	HOUSE


ABCC on September 17, 2007. 	LICENSE


 


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the September 17, 2007 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Town Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that Nancy Giardina has accepted 	NEW


the position as treasurer/collector and will be in on 	TREASURER/


Monday, October 1 to do a payroll and will officially 	COLLECTOR


start on October 9, 2007.  Her starting salary will 


be $32,000 will be bumped up to $36,000 next year if 


the demand fees are eliminated.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the “Sister City” signs 	“SISTER


are in and he spoke with MassHighway about putting 	CITY”


them up.  Mr. Boudreau stated that we need to send 


a letter to Peter Niles, Director of MassHighway and 


tell them the size of the signs, what they will say 


and proposed locations. The Board decided that they 


should be placed north and south of the Town on the 


Town line on Route 7 and Route 8. 





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Rosemary 	EARTHTECH


from EarthTech and she is going to put together a 


letter for the Finance Committee outlining why they 


need an additional $5,000.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with bid information 	OLSEN ROAD


for Olsen Road. Mr. Boudreau explained that the 2 of 	BID


the low bidders did not submit project specific pre-


qualification forms so those bids have to be kicked 


out.  C. & A. Construction becomes low bidder at 


$108,790, which includes a credit for the material 


that the town already has.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to award the bid for the Olsen Road project to C. & A. 


Construction in the amount of $108,790, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Boudreau asked when Halloween will be held in 	HALLOWEEN


Town. The Board set Halloween for October 31, 2007 


from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.





The Selectmen set their meetings for October as 	OCTOBER


the 1st, 15th, 22nd, 29th, 2007.	MEETINGS





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a list of 	INSURANCE


the current accident coverage the Town has for 	POLICE &


members of the Police and Fire Department.  USI 	FIRE


Insurance asks every year that the town increase 	DEPARTMENT


coverage.  Mr. Prendergast asked that Mr. Boudreau 


find out how the coverage works for a member of the 


Fire Department as they are not Town employees. 


Mr. Boudreau explained that the Town has already 


paid the FY08 premium for this coverage and it would 


be an additional $750 to increase the coverage for


FY08.  Mr. Goerlach asked if it is already covered 


under the police contract.  The Board asked 


Mr. Boudreau to get more information.  Mr. Goerlach 


and Ms. Elfenbein feel that this should be negotiated 


in the contracts before any changes are made.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Decelles met with 	BERKSHIRE


MassHighway about the drainage problem in Berkshire 	VILLAGE


Village and they cannot do anything for us.





Mr. Boudreau asked the board to settle on the police 	POLICE


application process.  Mr. Boudreau said that a log 	DEPARTMENT


is a good idea.  Mr. Prendergast feels that all 	EMPLOYMENT


applications for the Police Department should go 	APPLICATIONS


through the Police Advisory Commission. Mr. Goerlach 


would like to make sure that there is a solution so 


that there is no question of impropriety. 


Mr. Prendergast suggested that in the future the 


need for additional police officers be advertised 


on the web site and at town hall.  Mr. Goerlach would 


like to try advertising in the newspaper once to see 


what happens.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to have 


Chief Bashara keep an application log where applications 


will be signed out and dated and the returnee will 


receive a receipt and the application will be logged in; 


when there is a vacancy the Police Advisory Commission 


will review all applications on file and the vacancy 


will be posted on the town web site and at town hall and 


on the cable net work if Lanesborough ever has one, and 


Lanesborough resident would be given first refusal, 


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
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End of Town Administrator’s Report





Mail:





Mr. Boudreau reported that he received a request 	COST OF


from a town employee for information regarding 	HEALTH/


actual health/dental insurance costs. For FY08 	DENTAL


the total estimated cost is $1,056,737. The Town 	INSURANCE


pays 82% of that amount.





Copy of a letter recently sent by STAR to Governor 	STAR


Patrick requesting that their project be fully 


funded.  Ms. Elfenbein asked that Mr. Boudreau send 


a letter in support.





Charter Cable letter announcing channel changes 	CABLE


effective September 13, 2007.





Letter from Christine Kucka requesting the town 	KATHERINE


to accept Katherine Street as a town road. 	STREET


Mr. Boudreau said that the section of Katherine 


Street that they want accepted does not exist on 


town maps as connecting on Bull Hill Road.





Ms. Abrams presented the Board with a proposed 	“SISTER


itinerary for the visitors from Lanesborough, 	CITY


Ireland.	VISIT





Mr. Boudreau requested the Board go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing collective 	SESSION


bargaining.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to go 


into executive session for the purpose of discussing 


collective bargaining and reconvene to open session, 


seconded by Mr. Goerlach.  Mr. Goerlach, yes; 


Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.





Old Business:


		


Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau had written 	ROUTE 7


a letter to MassHighway regarding the passing lane. 	PASSING


Mr. Boudreau said that he would do it this week.	LANE





Mr. Goerlach asked if there had been any response 	18 BAILEY


from Town Counsel regarding 18 Bailey Road. 	ROAD


Mr. Boudreau reported that there has been no answer.
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Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Skubel can be removed 	DOG OFFICER


from office because there have been more complaints 


and if so, can some one from the Board handle the 


job until a new dog officer can be found.  


Mr. Boudreau said that we would need to put 


together documentation of all the complaints before 


we can dismiss him. 





New Business:





Ms. Elfenbein stated that the K-12 Study Committee 	K-12 STUDY


met last week, and it was reported that the 


Lanesborough School Committee and Williamstown 


Elementary School Committee are going to meet and 


talk about forming a new school union which will 


leave New Ashford and Hancock out.  They will have 


to form a separate school union.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he sees this as the first step in better 


coordination with Mt. Greylock.





Ms. Elfenbein said that there is a proposal for 	ZONE CHANGE


a zone change for the 15-acre cornfield next to 


the mall before the Pittsfield Community 


Development Board.  Ms. Elfenbein is going to 


look into the Lanesborough Planning Board study 


that was done.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.	ADJOURNED


