April 4, 2011





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


	Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.     


	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


	Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment: 7:00 to 7:15





Barb Hassan regarding the way the Water District 	WATER


has their meetings which makes it very difficult 	DISTRICT


to have issues addressed.  Ms. Hassan said that 


there is very little notice as to when meetings 


are being held.  She indicated that the last 


meeting that they had was not even posted.  


Mr. Prendergast stated that if there is no posting 


the decisions made at a meeting are not legal. 


Ms. Hassan said that there is a group putting 


together a petition for the state legislature. 


Ms. Hassan would like the Selectmen to hold a 


forum for comment from water users who are affected 


by the way commercial property is billed.





Ray Jones of Churchill Street stated that he 	CHURCHILL


started talking about fixing the water problem 	STREET


on the street. Mr. Jones said that there are a 


lot of puddles and the work done by Petricca was 


not done correctly.  Mr. Jones asked when his 


road was going to be finished.  Mr. Goerlach said 


that he would not make a promise as to when the 


road would be paved. The board said that they will 


crunch the numbers and contact Mr. Jones with an 


answer.





Town Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau asked the Board to sign an Order to 	HEALTH


renew the health insurance for next year at the 	INSURANCE


current rate by grand-fathering the current rate.	RATES





Mr. Boudreau reported that the town signed up 	ENERGY


for an audit for all town buildings. They have 	AUDIT


done the school and highway buildings and will 


be back for the rest.
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Mr. Boudreau stated that they bulky waste is 	BULKY


scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2011 from 	WASTE


noon to 2 P.M.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with 	BERKSHIRE


Brad White of Berkshire Wind Power and he 	WIND


told Mr. Boudreau that their board has decided 	POWER


to come up with $30,000 for a pickup truck.  


A truck with a plow and sander would cost 


about $50,000.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he 


had not had a chance to call them but he will 


do so.





End of Administrator's Report





Mail:





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had attended a 	BEAUDOIN


hearing regarding Beaudoin.  The Town received 


a letter from Town Counsel with a copy of the 


Order from Housing Court which reads as follows: 


A civil arrest warrant shall be issue against 


the Defendant, Peter Beaudoin, within 14 days 


if Mr. Beaudoin fails to pay the Town $5,000 


(April 14, 2011); Secondly another hearing will 


be held on April 27, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  It is not 


stated in the order but the judge did say at the 


hearing that Mr. Beaudoin is also responsible for 


legal fees incurred by the town.  Mr. Boudreau 


is checking into why it was not so ordered in 


writing.





Letter from the Commonwealth stated that Chapter 	CHAPTER 90


90 for Lanesborough for FY12 is $230,160, which 


is about $50,000 more than last year.





Application for Permit filed by Berkshire Gas 	BERKSHIRE


requesting permission to repair a gas main on 	GAS


Bull Hill Road, near the causeway. Mr. Decelles 


checked out the area and stated that the work had 


already been done and the roadway was not 


disturbed. The Board signed the permit.





Correspondence from the Commonwealth stating 	2010


that the Town may remain one precinct because 	FEDERAL


the Town has less than 6,200 inhabitants.  	CENSUS


Mr. Boudreau stated that town has increased its 


number of residents from 2,990 in 2000 to 3,091 
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in 2010.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 	CENSUS


remain a 1 precinct community, seconded by 	CONT’D


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been in contact 	MINER ROAD


with MassDOT regarding the Miner Road bridge 	BRIDGE


and reports that they have sent the plans to 


the Town and are still planning on putting it


 out to bid in the spring. The Town has to secure 


temporary construction easements before the work 


can be done.  The main owner is the Fire and 


Water District.  Mr. Goerlach asked that 


Mr. Boudreau find out about bonds for this project.





Letter from new Sheriff Thomas Bowler with a 	SHERIFF


report on the 2010 calendar year and enclosing 	BOWLER


an invoice for communication services for 2011.





E-mail from Chief Bashara regarding the junk 	JUNK CAR


car located on Mr. Joe Weed’s property.  Chief 


Bashara reported that Mr. Weed was found 


responsible for his violation of the town junk 


car by-law. A court date will be set.  The truck 


has been removed.  The court advised that any 


fines that the town chooses to pursue must be 


done in civil court.  Chief Bashara stated that 


Mr. Weed would owe $10,300, $100 per day times 


103 days.





Letter from Maxymillian Technologies regarding 	PUTNAM


a Notice of An Initial Site Investigation and 	ROAD


Tier II Classification for a past contamination 


on property located at 9 Putnam Road. 





Letter received on February 7, 2011 regarding 	CHARTER


the renewal of the contract with Charter Cable.





Letter from Lanesborough School Committee 	GIC


regarding contract negotiations for health 


insurance premiums.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


the legislature will be mandating that all 


municipalities be on the GIC but it will take 


a year before it can be implemented.  The 


Board would like to appoint a committee to 


study the insurance.
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Letter from the Commonwealth Department of 	PUBLIC


Public Safety and Security regarding their 	SAFETY


new regulations regarding safety in nightclubs. 


The Board would like to have Chief Durfee 


explain this to the Board.





Received contact information for Representative 


Paul Mark.





Dog complaint received about Ronald Williams’ 	DOG


dog and the Board set a hearing for Monday, 	HEARING


April 25, 2011 at 7:15 p.m.





Copy of a letter from Brown Rudnick regarding  	PUBLIC


the filing of the Petition for the Town with 	UTILITIES


the Commonwealth’s Department of Public Utilities 


requesting the Town’s Aggregation Plan.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he received an 	ADA RAMP


e-mail from Vince Guntlow regarding an estimate 


for replacing the ADA ramp at town hall.  In 


the e-mail Mr. Guntlow stated that the 


approximate cost would be in the neighborhood 


of $60,000 





Old Business:





New proposed warrant articles #6 to reduce the 	PROPOSED


membership of the Board Assessor and appoint a 	WARRANT


part-time assessor; Mr. Boudreau said that the 	ARTICLES


town has put out an ad for a consultant.  Article 


9 to accept a gift in the amount of $30,000 from 


Berkshire Windpower for the purchase of a pickup 


truck.  Article 10 Create a Regional School Planning 


Committee to evaluate whether or not Lanesborough 


should become a member of the Northern Berkshire 


Regional Vocational School District; Article 12 


waste collected from out side of town. Article 21 


appropriate $100,000 to purchase an ambulance; 


Article 22 borrow a sum of money to purchase an


ambulance. All the money will come out of the 


ambulance enterprise fund.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that no one is stopping at 	OLD STATE


the stop sign exiting the Mall on to Old State 	ROAD


Road. Mr. Goerlach suggested having Chief Bashara 


monitor it.
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Mr. Prendergast asked if there has been any 	STRAP


update on the STRAP grant for Summer Street.  	GRANT


Mr. Boudreau said that the application has not 


been created yet and will not be due to be filed 


before September, 2011.





Mr. Goerlach regarding the gift from Berkshire 	BERKSHIRE


Wind Power.  Mr. Goerlach said that $30,000 will 	WIND POWER


not get a truck with a diesel engine which is 


what is needed to provide the power needed to 


plow.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he would have 


no problem meeting with the Board of Berkshire 


Wind Power if that is necessary. 





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 	ACCEPTED


March 16, 2011 minutes, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 	MINUTES


Unanimously voted.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak regarding vouchers for American 	AMERICAN


Legion for propane in which the Legion was 	LEGION


charged late charges.  Mr. Szczepaniak asked if 	


they can get propane from another source. 


Mr. Boudreau said that the school, the American 


Legion and the fire department are all using 


different companies. Mr. Szczepaniak also said 


that the school bought ice melt and asked why 


they purchased it themselves instead of getting 


it from the Highway Department.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


also asked to check that the stores in the mall 


have business certificates.  Mr. Szczepaniak also 


asked if the Town has been receiving rental money 


for the police cruiser.


	


Mr. Prendergast said that he received a call 	BILLINGS


about the catchbasins on the top of Billings 	STREET


Street are not working.  





Mr. Prendergast stated that the budget meeting 	BUDGET


had a good turn out, there were representatives 	MEETINGS


from every group and the message was clear as 


to the town's financial position this year.





Mr. Boudreau requested the Board go into 	EXECUTIVE


executive session for the purpose of discussing 	SESSION


litigation and negotiations and reconvene to 


open session to adjourn.  Motion made by 


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – APRIL 4, 2011 – PAGE 6





Mr. Prendergast to go into executive session 	EXECUTIVE


for the purpose of discussing litigation and 	SESSION


negotiations and to reconvene to open session 	CONT’D


to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted. Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.


