September 29, 2008





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Sr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment - 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Virginia Macht of 401 North Main Street next to 	LASTON 


Laston Park.  she explained that she has a 12 foot 	FIELD


right of way which has been blocked by the new 


ballpark.   She doesn’t care where the right of way 


is located as long as she can get to the hillside 


behind her property.  She wants to make sure that 


the Town is on notice for this.  Bill Decelles 


said that either Mark Froio or Deb Decelles would 


be contacting Mrs. Macht about the problem.





Lauren Gaherty from Berkshire Regional Planning 	HAZARD


Commission regarding the drafting of a Hazard 	MITIGATION


Mitigation Plan for the Town of Lanesborough.  	PLAN


Ms. Gaherty explained that FEMA wants communities 


to look at risks in their towns and set up a plan 


to respond to problems before they occur.  It is 


required but it also opens up access to grant 


programs. She presented the Board with a draft of 


the proposed plan for conditional approval.  The 


Board asked for more time to review and set a 


meeting for Monday, October 6, 2008.  





Butch Garrity, Emergency Management Director 	EMERGENCY


asked if the Town had signed off on the Berkshire 	MANAGEMENT


addendum for mutual aid.  Ms. Gaherty said that 


she will e-mail a copy to Mr. Boudreau for the 


Board to review and this will be discussed at 


the October 6 meeting as well.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau stated that the Board needs to take 	BOOM MOWER


action tonight regarding an article that was voted 


on at Town Meeting.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


to modify what was voted on at Town Meeting as 


follows: the Board of Selectmen agree to enter 


into a memorandum of understanding with the Towns 
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of Richmond, Savoy, Becket, Dalton and New Ashford, 	BOOM MOWER


the purpose of said agreement being to share mowing 	CONT’D


equipment leased by the Town of Lanesborough which 


will be reimbursed by Western Massachusetts Electric 


Company, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.  Mr. Boudreau stated that Town Counsel has 


reviewed the lease agreement and had to sign it 


as well.  Mr. Goerlach said that he would sign it 


after he reviews it.  Mr. Boudreau and Mr. Goerlach 


will meet to review the agreement and sign it.





Mr. Decelles said that he received a call from 	NARRAGANSETT


MassHighway about the Narragansett causeway.  They 	CAUSEWAY


are asking that the town to get all comments about 


what the Town wants to do so that MassHighway can 


review them.





Mr. Boudreau requested that the Board go into 	EXECUTIVE


executive session, for the purpose of discussing 	SESSION


on-going litigation.  Mr. Prendergast made motion 


to go into executive session for the purpose of 


discussing on-going litigation and to reconvene 


to open session, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.  Mr. Prendergast, yes; 


Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes;





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the September 15, 2008 meeting 	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Mr. Goerlach 


abstained because he left the meeting early. 





Mr. Boudreau reported that Bruce Durwin reported 	FIRE CHIEF


to him that there was a request made for salary 


for the Fire Chief. Mr. Durwin said that it was 


supposed to be reimbursement for mandatory meetings 


when they would lose a day’s pay.  This is how it 


was voted on at Town Meeting.





In regard to the use of police officers for road 	ROAD 


details, Mr. Boudreau reported that Town Counsel 	DETAILS


came back with alternative language for an agreement, 


but the Governor ruled that no previous agreements 


will stand if the state decides not to abide by them.  


This will only apply to state funded road projects.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Zoning Advisory 	ZONING


Committee has wrapped up their work and they would 	BOOK


like to present the results to the Board. 
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Mr. Boudreau said that he would like an hour to 	ZONING


see the Board.  The meeting was scheduled for 	BOOK


7:15 p.m. on October 20, 2008.  Mr. Boudreau said 	CONT’D


that they will be turning over their recommendations 


to the Planning Board who will go forward with any 


changes.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Greylock Road 	GREYLOCK


project is essentially completed. Maxymillian 	ROAD


has taken down the batch plant. Maxymillian did 


repairs on North Main Street and Greylock Road, 


but he and Bill Decelles are not pleased with the 


repairs. Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the collapsed 


culvert.  Mr. Boudreau said that Maxymillian is 


looking into that problem.





Mr. Boudreau said that Pat McCulgan is coming next 	INDIAN


Monday to discuss his proposal about the Indian 	STREETS


streets.





End Administrator’s Report 





Mail:





Berkshire Gas Company requesting a Road Opening 	BERKSHIRE


Permit for 6 Sunrise Street.  Motion made by 	GAS


Mr. Prendergast to approve Road Opening Permit 	ROAD


for the installation of a new gas service at 6 	OPENING


Sunrise Street, with the stipulation that they 


repair the road, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.


	


Curb cut permit requested by Clear Brook LLC 	CURB CUT


for Ore Bed Road.  The Board tabled the matter 


until Monday, October 6, 2008.  The owner needs 


to show the location of the driveway better.





Letter from MassHighway approving the Project 	OLSEN ROAD


Request for Olsen Road in the amount of $35,000.





Letter from Peter Niles, MassHighway District 	MALL ROAD


Director regarding the detour for the Mall Road 	DETOUR


Reconstruction Project.  MassHighway agrees with 


the detour proposal including the modification 


of the intersection of Summer Street to the 


existing bridge overpass and the construction of 


a temporary access road to the Berkshire Mall.  


The project will not include the replacement of 
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a culvert on Old State road since it is not on 


the detour route.  Mr. Goerlach stated that 


MassHighway needs to be notified that truck 


traffic not going to the Mall will be continuing 


over Old State Road to Route 8 and therefore 


replacement of a culvert will be necessary.  The 


Board will set a meeting with MassHighway regarding 


the detour.





Letter from the Executive Office of Transportation 	TIP


responding to a letter regarding the importance of 


including the new connector road on the TIP.





Letter from Charter Communications announcing 	CHARTER


adjustments to their monthly billing statements





Invitation from Northern Berkshire Solid Waste 	NBSW


to their October 9, 25th Anniversary Celebration 


to be held at Bounti Fare, Adams, Massachusetts.





Letters from Richmond and West Stockbridge 	HEALTH


withdrawing in writing from the shared health 	AGENT


agent agreement.





Letter from WMECO’s annual information meeting 	WMECO


to be held October 8 at 6:15 at Zucchini’s 	MEETING


Restaurant, Pittsfield, Massachusetts.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked if a letter of thanks had 	EMT


gone out to Tim Sayers, EMT.  





Mr. Prendergast asked if we can talk to MassHighway 	SINOPOLI


about Route 7 sidewalks, specifically Mr. Sinopoli’s 	SIDEWALK


problem.  Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with them 


and they are not willing to come to Lanesborough to 


discuss the issue because they have already spoken 


with Mr. Sinopoli. Mr. Boudreau reported that they 


will meet with Lanesborough officials if they go 


to the district office in Lenox.  





Mr. Prendergast said that there will not be a town 	PICNIC


picnic because there is not enough time to make the 


arrangements. Maybe we can put together a Christmas 


party.


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 – PAGE 5





Mr. Szczepaniak regarding the blocked culvert on 	OLD STATE


Old State Road near the mold shop.  	ROAD





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if Mr. Boudreau had gotten 	FLAGS


in touch with Mike Cartier regarding the flags.  


Mr. Boudreau will contact him.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if a letter had gone out 	PETRICCA


to Petricca about the washout on Partridge Road.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the meetings set by the 	MEETINGS


Board for October.  The Board will meet 3 nights 


a month.  Mr. Prendergast would like to have all 


the meetings filmed. Mr. Szczepaniak and 


Mr. Goerlach still do not want to have the Thursday 


night meetings filmed.





New Business:





The Board set “Trick or Treat” for Friday, 	TRICK OR


October 31, 2008 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Motion 	TREAT


made by Mr. Prendergast, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast voiced concerns regarding on-going 	SCHOOL


problems with school expenses.  They are spending 	EXPENSES


money without making requests of the highway. They 


had Sanitary Septic to do some paving and pump the 


septic tank with no bid requested.  Mr. Prendergast 


also said that they had paid for mowing. Mr. 


Boudreau said that the new arrangement came into 


effect after the dates in the warrant.  Mr. Prendergast 


questioned the cost of a new compressor in the kitchen 


it seems too soon for school equipment to need to be 


replaced. Mr. Boudreau will ask the school about the 


expenses.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau had notified 	FINANCE


the Finance Committee about the new Board of Health 	COMMITTEE


Agents.  Mr. Boudreau reported that he had.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the attorney fees listed 	EXECUTIVE 


in the warrant for the school.  Mr. Boudreau said 	SESSION


that the matter would have to be discussed in 


executive session as it pertained to contract 


negotiations.  Mr. Szczepaniak requested executive 


session. Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to go into 


executive session to discuss contract negotiations, 
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seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; 


Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Prendergast recused himself.  





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 10:30.


