August 2, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment:





Mike Murphy Cable Committee recommending that 	CABLE


Brian Gold be appointed to the Cable Committee. 	COMMITTEE


Mr. Murphy also asked for more involvement in the 


Cable Committee and also the Channel 2 LCTV2 


Committee as well.





Jeff DeChaine Deputy Fire Chief, asking for the 	ROUTE 7


boards help in getting the state highway department 	DRAINAGE


to maintain their drains because they are plugged 


and are flooding the back of the fire house as well 


as several other residences and businesses on South 


Main Street.  The Board asked that Mr. Boudreau 


send a letter.





Mr. DeChaine also reported that the Fire Association 	FIRE


is having their 2nd Annual Block Dance on Saturday, 	ASSOC.


August 14, 2010 and asked the Board for permission 


to have a 1-day beer and wine license.  Mr. DeChaine 


said that they have their insurance.  Motion made 


by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 1-day license 


provided they clear it with the neighbors, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





John Friend regarding a Memorial Service for Gae 	GAE


Elfenbein. Curt Asch, Ms. Elfenbein’s son said that 	ELFENBEIN


they are going to have a memorial service and it is 


scheduled for Saturday, August 14th. The family asked 


what the Town would considering doing in Ms. 


Elfenbein’s name.  The Board suggested that naming 


the Community Room at Town Hall which is used as a 


senior center for her, because she was so involved 


in getting the property to build a Senior Center. 


Mr. DeChaine said that Fire Department will take an 


active roll in any Memorial for Ms. Elfenbein.





Win Newton representing the Council on Aging Board 	COA


asking that Charis Keeler be appointed temporarily 	DIRECTOR
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until all candidates for Council on Aging Director 	COA


have been interviewed. Mrs. Keeler stated that she 	DIRECTOR


has been working with Deb Decelles so she knows how 	CONT’D


to keep the van schedule running smoothly.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he several applications to 


be reviewed.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


appointed Charis Keeler as interim Council on Aging 


Director, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.





Mr. Boudreau said that the Chief would not be in 	POLICE


tonight.  Mr. Goerlach abstained from the discussion.  


The Board wanted to see the 2 officers in and the 


Chief said that 2 officers will not be in.  Mr. 


Prendergast said that he had a conversation with 


Officer Sorrell as a representative of the police 


union and the 2 officers will not be in. Mr. Szczepaniak


stated that he feels that if the Board asks for the


an explanation from the officers they should come


to a meeting and explain their side.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that Town Counsel stated to him that it is not 


legal to tow vehicles from private property. Mr. 


Szczepaniak stated that if the town pays for 1 towing 


bill the town should reimburse all owners of vehicles 


towed that night.  Mr. Prendergast said that it should only 


approve the reimbursement of the towing of the Phelps 


car because it was towed from their own property.  The 


Board stated that the Town would reimburse the Phelps' and 


ask the Finance Committee where the funds can come from.





Joe Dickson of Gulf Road regarding the garbage 	GULF ROAD


problem on Gulf Road.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he 


spoke with the owner late last night, and was told 


that he would take care of it.





Town Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Cathy Adams, Librarian 	CHARTER


suggested moving the Charter Cable drop box to the 	CABLE


lower parking lot.  Several people have used it for 


dropping off library books. Mr. Boudreau said that 


Bill Rooney was in today and emptied the box. Mr. 


Boudreau will call him again about moving the box.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with contracts to 	TREE


be signed for the tree work.	CONTRACTS
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Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of the 	SPEED


speed studies for North Main Street and Swamp Road 	STUDIES


for their review.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of 	PERSONNEL


personnel policies showing changes for the 	POLICES


Board’s review.





End of Administrator's Report





Bob Barton of Kessler Road stated that he owns 	DOCK


property on Grove Avenue and he is doing the 	GROVE


paper work to submit an application to re-	AVENUE


establish the dock that was on the property 


before.  He was advised by DEP that a copy of the 


application with the Board of Selectmen.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the July 22, 2010 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Prendergast abstained as he 


was not present for the meeting.  Motion made by 


Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the minutes of the July 


22, 2010 executive session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Mr. Prendergast abstained as he was not present for 


the meeting.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 


approve the minutes of the July 12, 2010 meeting, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Marsh Vinette declined appointment to Northern 	NORTHERN


Berkshire Cultural Council because she has serve 	BERKSHIRE


6 years and that is the limit allowed by the 	CULTURAL


Council.  The Board asked Ron Tinkham to add this 	COUNCIL


vacancy to the list he has posted on Channel 2.





Letter from DCR announcing the Forest Futures 	URBAN


Visioning Process, which is a year long public 	PARKS


process to develop a strategy for managing the 	SYSTEM


308,000 acres of land within the DCR’s State and 


Urban Parks system.





Zoning Board of Appeals meeting notice for August 	ZBA


16, 2010 to consider a request from the Lanesborough 


Village Fire & Water District for an exception to 


the bylaws of the town.





End mail
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Old Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the catch basin on 	OLD STATE


Old State Road.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has not 	ROAD


heard anything more about it.





Mr. Prendergast stated that he feels that before 	COA


we hire a new COA Director we need to have a clear 	DIRECTOR


view as to a job description before the interviews 


commence.  Mr. Boudreau stated that he gave Deb 


Decelles a copy of a generic job description to 


mark up to cover what she did.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the "slow children's" 	NARRAGANSETT


Sign for Narragansett Avenue.  Mr. Goerlach said 	AVENUE


that it is already up.





Mr. Prendergast asked if there was any response 	BERKSHIRE


to letter threatening to turning off access to 	SPRING


Berkshire Spring.  Mr. Boudreau explained that the 


Board of Health is more than willing to condemn the 


house if they do not comply.





Mr. Prendergast asked if a letter was sent to the 	VOC ED


Northern Berkshire Vocation District.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the mall road.  	CONNECTOR


Mr. Szczepaniak said that some of the black top 	ROAD


did not pass and has to be reground. Mr. Tinkham 


said that there is a meeting on Monday morning to 


discuss the project.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the board wanted him to 	MASSDOT


call MASSDOT to get the drains on South Main Street 


cleaned up.  The Board agreed.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the license for Coyote 	COYOTE


Den.  Town secretary explained that he received a 	DEN


letter from the ABCC.  Mr. Prendergast asked that a 


letter be sent to the ABCC. 





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there is any listing of 	GRANTS


grants.  Mr. Boudreau said that there are not a lot 


of grants available and the ones that are require 


a match and the town does not have any funds to 
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cover the match.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has 


reapplied for the Hazard mitigation grant and also 


a STRAP grant for Summer Street.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that Tom Webb is trying to get a community block 


grant started again but nothing is done yet.





Mr. Prendergast mentioned again about the 	VETERANS


Veterans’ Memorial wall in town hall.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the electric aggregate.  	ELECTRICITY 


Mr. Boudreau will contact them again. 





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 	CABLE


appointment of Brian Gold for the Cable Commission, 	COMMISSION


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session to discussion potential litigation and 	SESSION


reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak.


Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; 


Mr. Goerlach, yes.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to deny Richard 	COLLECTOR


Wade his health insurance as a result of everything 


that has transpired, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Stevens stated that Mr. Durwin was not to blame 


for the mistake in the health insurance.





Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Stevens where the money 	TOWING


to reimbursement of the towing.   Mr. Stevens said 


that he will discuss it with the Finance Committee 


and make a decision.  Mr. Goerlach said that the 


Board should decide that the Police Department 


reimburse Mr. Phelps for the towing charge.  The 


Board decided that the tow charge should come out 


of the Police Department expense account.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m.





