March 10, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment: 7:00 - 7:15





Bill Decelles reported that there is no money 	STORM


available from FEMA at this time.  Mr. Decelles 	DAMAGE


brought the paper work for the work to be done on 


Bailey Road.  Mr. Decelles reported that because 


of the latest storm there were water problems on 


Ore Bed Road, Potter Mountain Road, North Main 


Street, Spring Street, Kessler Road and Silver 


Street.  Mr. Decelles said that he has taken 


pictures of all the damage.  Mr. Prendergast 


stated that he received a call from Mr. Galib 


on Churchill Street saying that the gully on 


the side of the road was carved out and the 


water was running on to his property.





The Board asked Mr. Decelles about the streets 	UNACCEPTED


he would recommend to be accepted.  Mr. Decelles 	STREETS


gave the Board a list. 





Jim Torra Catherine Street brought more pictures 	CATHERINE


of is property showing the water problem.  Mr. 	STREET


Torra thanked Mr. Goerlach for putting in hay 


bales to help with the water problem.  Mr. Torra 


stated that he has a call into DEP and is waiting 


to hear back.





Ron Weider regarding his proposal to come out of 	ANIMAL


retirement to be Animal Control Officer.  The 	CONTROL


Board explained that the Board has found someone 	OFFICER


else; but no decision had been made and there 


would be further discussion at the end of the meeting.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the March 3, 2008 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the March 3, 


2008 executive session, seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  


Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Prendergast explained about the letter he 	ETHICS


received from the Ethic Commission.  The 


Commission told him that he can work on any 


DEP issue as long as it is local matter. If 


the DEP becomes involved he has to recuse himself.





Dale Coons of 62 Prospect Street stated that the 	PROSPECT


drain across from his house is plugged, so he is 	STREET


getting a lot of the water run off. Mr. Coons 


believes the drainpipe is too small to handle the 


run off.  The Board said that Mr. Decelles will 


be up to clean out the catch basin.





Town Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he met with 	ANIMAL


Mr. McClay the Animal Control Officer in Dalton.  	CONTROL


Mr. Boudreau said that for the interim Mr. McClay 	OFFICER


would be paid what he receives in Dalton ($16.10 


per hour).  Mr. Boudreau suggested one day a week 


(7 hour day). Mr. Boudreau is not sure whether 


or not we will need him one day a week after 


things get caught up.  The amount to bring him 


in 1-day a week until the end of June will be 


$2,200 plus $1,000 for any calls he receives at 


other times.  Mr. Boudreau said that he thinks 


after this is set up we will only need Mr. McClay 


a 1/2 day a week.  The inter-municipal agreement 


has to be approved at Town Meeting.  Ms. Elfenbein 


suggested that he work the same hours as Judy Gallant 


so he will have access to her records.  We really 


do not have space but he could work out of the 


Selectmen’s Office to start. Mr. Goerlach would 


rather have someone from Town to be the Animal 


Control Officer.  Mr. Goerlach made a motion to 


appoint Ron Weider Animal Control Officer.  No 


second. Mr. Prendergast asked that we think about 


it first.  Ms. Elfenbein suggested thinking about 


hiring Mr. Weider for the remainder of the fiscal 


year. Mr. Boudreau suggested that the Board speak 


with the Town Clerk, before making any appointments.  


Mr. Prendergast suggested having her come to the 


next meeting to discuss the matter.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of 	JOB


4 job descriptions to review (Town Administrator, 	DESCRIPTIONS


Assessor’s Clerk, Chief Financial Officer and 


Animal Control Officer).
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Mr. Boudreau went over the list of streets that 	ACCEPTING


Mr. Decelles recommends that the Town accept.  	STREETS


One criteria that Mr. Decelles is looking at 


is the cost of bringing a road way up to specs.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he has also been working 


on is the taking road by prescription.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that he has been speaking 


to Town Counsel about this. Mr. Boudreau 


presented the Board with a letter from Town 


Counsel.  Mr. Boudreau read the letter.  Town 


Counsel’s letter states that for each road that 


we want to take by prescription we are 


essentially talking about a trial before Land 


Court.  It will be more expensive than taking 


the roads by the lay out procedures by the 


Selectmen, which includes a survey.  Mr. Boudreau 


asked MassHighway if the Town could use Chapter 


90 money for survey for unaccepted streets.  He 


was told that the Town can use Chapter 90 money 


to survey all the roads. Mr. Boudreau recommends 


using some Chapter 90 money each year over the 


next few years to survey the roads and go to 


town meeting to have them accepted.  Mr. Goerlach 


asked that Mr. Boudreau contact Land Court and 


find out what the procedure is. Mr. Goerlach also 


asked Mr. Boudreau to get a quote as to how much 


it would cost to do a survey.





Mr. Boudreau said that he had Mr. Durwin compare 	HEATING


gallon usage of heating fuel and the usage for 	FUEL USAGE


heating Town Hall since the new boilers were 


installed is between 25% & 30% less than last 


year.





Mr. Boudreau also reported that he spoke with 	LAW SUIT


Gary Brackett and Mr. Brackett will be here on 


March 26th for a zoning meeting. Mr. Boudreau 


reported that he set up a tentative meeting for 


6 p.m. on that day for Mr. Brackett to meet with 


the Selectmen.  The Board asked that this meeting 


be posted.





Mr. Boudreau said that he is getting ready to 	OLSEN ROAD


put Olsen Road out to bid again. White Engineering 


is putting together a new bid package, with the 


Chapter 90 advertisement.  Mr. Goerlach and 


Mr. Prendergast asked that the ad speak to the 


need for pre-qualification.
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Mr. Boudreau said that he received a call from 	AMBULANCE


Mr. Gaudett and he wanted to let the town know 


how wonderful it was to have the town ambulance 


show up at his house.  Mr. Prendergast asked if 


a non-binding question put on the warrant to see 


if the town’s people are interested in having a 


full time ambulance.  Ms. Elfenbein said that a 


ballot questions would work better.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a draft 	SELECTMEN


of the Selectmen’s report for the Town Report 	REPORT


for their review.  The Board suggested several 


changes.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with 	DOUG WEBB


information regarding the unemployment funds.  


Mr. Webb responded that the only money he has 


received from the Town is the current amount 


of $381.00.  Mr. Boudreau stated that he asked 


Mr. Durwin to check the records. Mr. Boudreau 


said that when Mrs. Giardina asked the Division 


of Unemployment Office how many checks went out 


to Mr. Webb they gave her all the money sent out 


not just to Mr. Webb.  Mr. Durwin said that he 


went through files from 2002 to 2006 and that 


most of the money went to other people laid off 


from the Town.  There were no papers indicating 


that Mr. Webb received any funds before this 


check.  Mr. Boudreau said that we should send him 


a letter stating that the amount of money we 


thought he received was wrong and the only money 


sent to him was the $381.00.





Mail:





Letter from Don Dermyer received by Mr. Tinkham 	PRE-TOWN


regarding having a pre-town meeting on TV so 	MEETING


that taxpayers would be familiar with the warrant 	WARRANT


articles before the actual night of the meeting.	REVIEW





Mr. Prendergast suggested having the town meeting 	TOWN 


split over 2 nights because of the length of the 	MEETING


warrant.  Mr. Boudreau said that this is entirely 


up to the moderator.





Letter received from Deb Thayer about the fact 	DRIVE-IN


that there had been a series of large dump trucks 	PROPERTY


depositing fill on the drive-in property. 
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Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Bill 	DRIVE-IN


Decelles and Mr. Decelles indicated that what 	PROPERTY


was dumped was on Mr. Condron’s portion of the 	CONT’D


property.





Notice from the Massachusetts Municipal 	MMA


Association regarding their Legislative 	MEETING


Breakfast Series to be held on various dates 


in the Spring.





Memo from Hersam Acorn Newspapers seeking 	PENNYSAVER


community information to include in the 


Berkshire Pennysaver News.





Western Massachusetts Electric Annual Report.	WEMCO





Berkshire Health Systems Annual Report.	BHS





Old Business:





The Board had a discussion regarding a proposed 	BAILEY


agreement between Jon Macht and the Town for 	ROAD


property on Bailey Road.  Ms. Elfenbein wants 


to make sure that Mr. Macht pays the fees 


involved including the IDD permit fee which he 


must apply for and no work should commence 


until the easements are in hand.





Mr. Prendergast asked when the Board will be 	WARRANT


going through the warrant articles. Mr. Boudreau 


said that next Thursday’s meeting will be devoted 


to the warrant articles and the budget.





Mr. Prendergast asked if any information had been 	VOLUNTEERS


obtained to answer Ms. Elfenbein’s question about 


volunteers being covered under town insurance.


Mr. Prendergast wants to make sure that there 


is coverage.  Mr. Boudreau stated that he will 


contact MIIA for an answer.





Mr. Prendergast said that Mr. Gallant gave him 	BRTA


the information about the ridership of the BRTA 


and there are 2 people who ride beyond the Post 


Office: 1 to Bob’s Country Kitchen and 1 to 


Convenience Store.  Mr. Gallant stated to him 


that it costs $5,000 for those 2 people and it 


would cost an additional $5,000 to go to Bradley 


Farm. Mr. Boudreau said that the COA van can only 
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be used for the aged or disabled.	BRTA





Mr. Prendergast would like to take the answer 	ROUTE 7


from MassHighway regarding the problems 	SIDEWALKS


Mr. Sinopoli is having with the entrance to 


his business taken to the next step.  


Mr. Boudreau said that Pittsfield has a machine 


to clean sidewalks and we may want to see 


about renting it.





New Business:





Ms. Elfenbein asked what is involved in getting 	IRAQ WAR


permission to hold a vigil on town property on 


the anniversary of the Iraq War.  Mr. Boudreau 


suggested checking with the Police Chief.





Mr. Prendergast asked again about Craig Swinson’s 	ANIMAL


request for payment of his new GPS system.	INSPECTOR





Mr. Boudreau asked the Board to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing collective 	SESSION


bargaining. Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to go into 


executive session for the purpose of discussing 


collective bargaining and to reconvene to open 


session, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. Goerlach, 


yes; Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.   





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to approve the 3-year 	POLICE


contract with the Lanesborough Police Association, 	CONTRACT


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Goerlach, opposed.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, 	MEETING


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein meeting adjourned 	ADJOURNED


at 9:35 p.m.	








