February 16, 2011





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


     		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.     


	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Szczepaniak at 6:30 p.m.








Berkshire Wind Power, Brad White and Thomas 	BERKSHIRE


Josie reported on the status.  There was a 	WIND


issue with installation of poles by WMECO.  	POWER


WMECO should be done within the next 2 weeks. 


They have also come to an agreement with Verizon 


over the issue of payments for doing the wire 


transfers from the old poles to the new ones.  


Berkshire Wind Power needs a telephone line from 


the Turbines to the substation on Partridge Road.  


They are also working with Charter about their lines 


as well.  Mr. Josie presented the Board with Mass 


G.L. regarding payments in lieu of taxes. Mr. Josie 


estimated annual payment of $30,260 in lieu of taxes.  


Anything extra that could do would be a one shot 


deal.  They would like to have an agreement on the 


annual payment.  Mr. Josie said that he will have all documentation to Mr. Boudreau by the end of the week.





Town Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with the 	GUERTIN


settlement money as follows: $125,000 goes back 	ELKERTON


into stablization; $25,650.31 reimbursable legal 	SETTLEMENT


fees; $9,200 to Brackett & Lucas for deferred 


legal fees; $1,750 for the mediator and $111,899.69 


for Baker Hill Road District; totaling $273,500.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Town submitted a 	TECH


couple of applications to the Berkshire County 	SUPPORT


Planning Commission for tech support.  The Town 


has received from BCPC for tech support for the 


work on the town by-laws.  The Town has also 


received tech assistance to do the reports for 


storm water permitting. Mr. Boudreau said that 


now the Town will not have to budget any funds 


for this.
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Mr. Boudreau said that Colonial Power is submitting 	ELECTRIC


their plan for the Town to the Department of Public 


Utilities





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been speaking with 	ASSESSORS


Kelly Baumert about the reorganization the 


Assessors Office.  Ms. Baumert would like to 


have just 1 assessor and an assistant. This may 


amount to about 10 hours a week.  Mr. Prendergast 


said that he knows someone who is interested in 


doing some thing part time. Changing the number 


of assessors it will have to be voted on at town 


meeting.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has contacted 	LANDFILL


several local engineering firms to see if they 	MONITORING


can do the landfill monitoring for less than 


Earth Tech.  





Mr. Boudreau reported on 141 Old State Road 	BERKSHIRE


regarding the Berkshire spring. Mr. Boudreau 	SPRING


stated that he called Mike Brennan the owners’ 


attorney.  The attorney said he did not remember 


getting the letter with the invoices.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he told the attorney that 


there were 4 invoices sent that have not been 


paid.  Mr. Boudreau said that he faxed everything 


to him and has not heard back. Mr. Prendergast 


asked if the attorney knew that there will be no 


water as of April 1st.  Mr. Boudreau said he does 


because he has gotten the letter.





Mr. Boudreau said that we may be in court with 	OUTDOOR


an individual on Victoria Lane.  The property 	WOOD


owner has an outdoor wood furnace, which was put 	FURNACE


in before the state and local regulations were 


put in place, and the neighbors have been 


complaining about the smell.  The Board of 


Health has pulled his permit.





Mr. Boudreau brought up the cost of printing the 	TOWN


town report in Town Hall and the cost of having 	REPORT


it printed elsewhere.  The printing cost would 


be around $900 but it would take a week and a lot 


of wear and tear on the copy machine to print the 


report.  The Board said to go forward with Adams 


Quality Printing’s bid.
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Mr. Boudreau said that we are $29,000 over budget 	WINTER


on winter roads at this time.	ROAD





End Town Administrator's Report





Mail:





Agreement to be signed to finalize the settlement 	GUERTIN


regarding the lawsuit against Guertin Elkerton 	ELKERTON


regarding the Connector Road.  Mr. Goerlach 


signed on behalf of the Town.





Copy of the letter Mr. Boudreau sent to MassDOT 	TRUCK


requesting the installation of “truck route” 	ROUTE


signs on Route 8 encouraging trucks to begin 	SIGNS


using the Connector Road.





Copy of a Police Report from the evening of 	THE


February 9, 2011. The incident report stated 	COYOTE


that the police were dispatched to The Coyote 	DEN


Den for a complaint.  The Board would like to 


see the owner.





End Mail





Mr. Boudreau requested that Board go into 	EXECUTIVE


executive session to discuss contract negotiations. 	SESSION


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go into 


executive session to discuss contract negotiations 


and to reconvene to open session, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Mr. Prendergast, yes; 


Mr. Szczepaniak yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to put a letter 	OFFICER


in file for a year from now and Officer Lepicier 	LEPICIER


gets his 2 days of vacation back, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast.





New Business:





The Board set their March meetings as follows: 	MARCH


Mondays, March 7th and 28th at 7:00 p.m. and 	MEETINGS


Wednesday, March 16th at 6:30 p.m.
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Mr. Prendergast said that he feels that if everyone 	SUMMER


on the petition to remove the stop sign thinks 	STREET


it is causing a safety problem he has no problem 	STOP SIGN


removing the sign.





Mr. Goerlach stated that Mr. Decelles is going 	POTHOLES


to pick up cold patch to start filling potholes.





Mr. Goerlach stated that Chief Durfee reported 	EMERGENCY


that the Town needs to wait until the Connector 	ENTRANCE


Road project is finished before eliminating the	MALL


emergency entrance to the mall off Old State Road.





Mr. Prendergast said that he is finally getting 	WIREDWEST


communications from WiredWest. Mr. Boudreau said 


that Mr. Bellora is in the loop now too.  





Mr. Goerlach suggested renting space at the gravel 	GRAVEL


bed for anyone who wants to dump excess snow.	BED





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.


