December 28, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Al Hartheimer offered his congratulations to 	CONNECTOR


Mark Seigors and Joe Scelsi in getting the 	ROAD


Connector Road plans approved.  





Al Hartheimer also read a letter to the Board 	ASSESSORS


regarding the Assessors requesting that the 


Board forward his letter to the District Attorney 


asking the District Attorney to investigate the 


actions of the Board of Assessors.  Mr. Prendergast 


asked if there has been anything done since the 


report given by Mr. Bean.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


he has called the Department of Revenue but has not 


heard anything back as yet.  Mr. Boudreau reported


that there is supposedly a report justifying the 


assessments but it has not been produced.  


Mr. Prendergast said that this is why the Board 


would like to see an appointed assessor.





Joe Scelsi presented the Board with copies of 	CONNECTOR


the ads from Mass Department of Transportation 	ROAD


asking for bids for the Connector Road.  Bid 


opening is February 2, 2010.  Construction should 


begin April 1, 2010.





Mr. Gallant from the Agricultural Committee asked 	ANIMAL


that the town would allow them to have a rabies 	CONTROL


clinic at the town garage again this year on 


February 3, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  


Mr. Gallant stated that the Animal Control Officer 


said that he would advertise.  





Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Gallant about the BRTA. 	BRTA


 Mr. Gallant said that they have not had a meeting 


in 3 months.  No routes have changed but there is 


no money.





Attorney Andrew Hochberg representing BHG 	BENNIGANS


Lanesborough, LLC dba Bennigan's Grill & Tavern 	CHANGE OF


requesting a change in manager.  Motion made by 	MANAGER
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Mr. Prendergast to approve the manager change from 	BENNIGANS


Robert Burnell to Navin Shah, seconded by 	CONT’D


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau stated that several people have not 	UNACCEPTED


returned quitclaim deeds to their rights on Bena 	STREET


Street, Wabun and Wabasso Streets.  Town Counsel 


has sent out second requests.  Without the signed 


quitclaim deeds the town cannot accept the streets 


and until they are accepted the town should not be 


doing any maintenance on the roads.  The Town has 


been plowing the roads at no cost to the residents.  


Mr. Goerlach recused himself from the discussion as 


he is an owner of property on Wabun Street. The 


following are residents that have not sent back 


signed quitclaim deeds Glen Overbaugh, Tom 


Mierzejewski, Dino Gattuso, Dece Vanderbogart, 


Charles Sinopli, L.L. Haugh, Tim Overbaugh, 


William Overbaugh, Robert Taylor, Eric Kristiensen Jr., 


Carol Phelps, Michael Keirnon, Timothy Barnaby, 


Betsy Grogan, McKenzie Joseph.  Mr. Goerlach suggested 


calling these people on the phone to explain the 


situation because he feels that people don't understand.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that he, Bill Decelles and 	SPRING


a couple of member of the Conservation Commission 	STREET


met on Miner Road.  Conservation Commission will 


be contacting the property owner where most of the 


silt run off that is causing the problem for 


Mr. Torra on Spring Street is coming from.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he received a call 	WINDPOWER


from Tyler Fairbanks regarding the wind power 


project in Hancock.  He would like to meet with 


the Selectmen. Mr. Boudreau suggested January 25, 


2010.





End Administrator's Report





Mail:





Letter from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	BRPC


giving notice of the availability of Technical 


Assistance grants the deadline for filing is 


January 15, 2010.
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Letter from Kathy Warner requesting a hearing for 	PARKING


a parking ticket received at Berkshire Mall. The 	TICKET


Board set a hearing for 7:15 p.m. on January 11, 2010.





Letter requesting donations from the Brien Center. 	BRIEN


Mr. Boudreau said that the Town was giving to this 	CENTER


organization but he found out that the Town is 


prohibited by law to donate to non-profits. 


Mr. Boudreau will notify them.





Punch list received from Berkshire Engineering, Inc. 	OLD STATE


regarding the Old State Road Drainage Improvements.	ROAD





Letter from WMECO thanking the Town for responding 	WMECO


the their Request for Sites for WMECO’s Solar 


Program and stating that they received 25 high 


quality responses and Lanesborough is one of the 25.





Letter from David Schwartz regarding a parking ticket. 	PARKING


Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to dismiss ticket, 	TICKET


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Copy of a letter sent to Kevin and Suzanne Oparowski 	SPRING


regarding Mr. Torra’s property.	STREET





Old Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak reminded the Board that the Building 	BUILDING


Inspector had been appointed for 6 months.  Mr. 	INSPECTOR


Prendergast said that there have been no complaints.  


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Mr. Haupt 


for additional 6 months, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





The Cable Commission has been unable to set up a 	CHARTER


date with Charter for the open forum.





Mr. Goerlach asked if the drop box has been 	CHARTER


installed. Mr. Boudreau said that he e-mailed 


Tom Cohen telling him that it had been delivered 


but not installed. He has not heard from Mr. Cohen





Mr. Goerlach reported that the Fire Department's 	FIRE


rescue truck is painted and in service.	RESCUE





Mr. Goerlach reported that he was at the Mall and 	PARKING


he saw some one with a handicap plate as well as a 	TICKETS


placard. If everyone with a handicap placard got a 
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plate as well there would be less confusion. 	PARKING


Mr. Goerlach suggested putting an end to waiving 	CONT’D


tickets for people who fail to display a handicap 


placard.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the speed limit issues. 	SPEED


Mr. Boudreau said that there is nothing that can 	LIMITS


be done until Spring.





Mr. Boudreau asked about the WMECO pole hearing.  	WMECO


Mr. Szczepaniak suggested putting the hearing 	POLE


until spring.  Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr.	HEARING


Decelles said that he wants the poles as far back 


from the road as possible so they do not hinder 


plowing.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he received a call from 	BEAVER


someone regarding the beaver situation in the brooks.  


Mr. Goerlach asked that Mr. Decelles look into the 


matter.  Mr. Boudreau stated that Joe Evangelisto of 


the Town’s Highway Department is a licensed beaver 


trapper.





Mr. Prendergast said that he was speaking with Mike 	CABLE


Murphy and Mr. Murphy would like to air interviews 	COMMITTEE


with town employees.  Mr. Goerlach said that it would 


be a good idea to show on TV some of the other places 


of interest in town, Laston Field, Fire Department 


and the Elementary School.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the December 7, 2009 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  Motion 


made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the minutes of 


the December 16, 2009, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to forward the 	ETHICS


recommendation from Al Hartheimer to the District 	COMMISSION


Attorney and ask him to take any action necessary and 


the Board should also direct it to the Ethics Commis-


sion, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.


