July 23, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment





Colleen Henry from the Mall and Joseph Martin from 	CARNIVAL


Regal Cinema, they are requesting permission to hold 	MALL


a carnival at the mall.  It is a charity event.  


August 23 to 26 are the days of the event.  Charlie 


Durfee said that the fire department will be there 


and the Lanesborough police department.  Motion made 


by Ms. Elfenbein to grant permission to regal cinema 


and Berkshire Mall from August 23 to 26, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.





Rich Cohen from the Lanesborough Elementary School 	ELEMENTARY


Committee regarding the process for appointing some 	SCHOOL


one to the committee to replace Mr. Janeczek.  	COMMITTEE


Mr. Boudreau reported that the Lanesborough 


Elementary School Committee will be at the July 30, 


2007 meeting at 7:15 to meet the 2 candidates that 


are interested in replacing Mr. Janeczek.  Mr. Cohen 


wants to make sure the person chosen is aware of the 


commitment of time involved and the responsibilities.





Tree and Forest Committee members and Tree Warden, 	TREE &


William Girard, regarding the tree ordinance that 	FOREST


they want to bring to the town at the next meeting.  


Ms. Elfenbein suggested making it clear who an 


applicant files a permit with and what is a tree of 


“significant value”.  The Board also suggested 


separating the state regulations from the local 


requirements to eliminate any confusion.





Donna Forgea, Treasurer/Collector wants to address 	TOWN


the contents of the letter of reprimand that she 	TREASURER


received and the fact that her entire job description 


has changed completely.  Ms. Forgea asked for an 


executive session, but Ms. Elfenbein said that it is 


not allowed under these circumstances.  Ms. Forgea 


also said that when she was hired her understanding 


was that she would be answering to the Town 


Administrator and the Selectmen not to a chief 
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financial officer.  Mr. Boudreau explained the issues 	TOWN


contained in the letter of reprimand. Ms. Forgea 	TREASURER


explained that she did not know that she would be 	CONT’D


answering to Mr. Durwin for her time off and when 


she comes in and leaves. Ms. Forgea stated that she 


is very unhappy and the stress is starting to affect 


her health and she is considering submitting her 


resignation.  Mr. Prendergast asked that she not make 


a hasty decision and would like her to stay.  He also 


stated that this is all in the past and maybe we 


should forget it and go forward from here. The Board 


did state that they feel that they need to clarify 


things with Mr. Durwin. 





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing contract 	SESSION


negotiations with Ms. Forgea and to reconvene to 


open session, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.  





Sarah Gardner and John Earle of Williams College. 	CARBON


Mr. Earle explained that he is working on a study 	MONOXIDE


about carbon monoxide emissions. Ms. Elfenbein said 	EMISSIONS


that the newly formed Energy Study Committee is only 	STUDY


focused on cutting electric bills for the town at 


this time. Ms. Gardner said that their goal is to 


get all the towns in Berkshire County to sign on for 


energy reduction.  Mr. Prendergast asked if they knew 


that the state DEP measures air quality and told them 


who to contact in Springfield.  Mr. Earle left a list 


of information that he would like.  Mr. Earle would 


like to meet with the energy committee.





Mr. Tinkham reported that the latest ZBA’s decision 	ZBA


denying the appeal of Silverleaf Resorts has been 


appealed to the court.





Mr. Tinkham reported that he spoke with Senator 	MALL ROAD


Downing regarding the mall road redesign. Mr. Tinkham 	REDESIGN


reported that Mark Seigors said that the commissioner 


of roads will be attending the next MPO meeting.





Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a contract 	PONTOOSUC


regarding herbicide treatment for Pontoosuc Lake 	LAKE


for the Boards’ signature. The contract is $36,000; 


split 50/50 with Pittsfield.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that Lipton is coming this 	TOWN HALL


week to transfer the oil from the old tank at Town 	FUEL TANK


Hall to the highway department tank.  There for there 


will be no liquid in the tank.  Mr. Condron was the 


low bidder. The bid award was tabled until the full 


board is present.





Mr. Boudreau reported that there is hazard mitigation 	PUTNAM ROAD


money available to repair the Putnam Road culvert; but 


in order for the Town to be eligible the Town must 


have a hazard mitigation plan in place.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he spoke with Lauren Gaherty at Berkshire 


Planning and asked her help in putting together a 


hazard mitigation plan.  Mr. Boudreau reported that 


he spoke with a representative from MEMA and they said 


that this is the type of thing that they fund.  The 


Board feels that it is worth the try.   In the meantime 


Ms. Elfenbein said that we should make it 1 lane with 


a signal light. Mr. Prendergast said that the brook 


that runs into the culvert under Putnam Road has 


changed course and that is part of the problem.





Mr. Boudreau reported that on the senior center the 	SENIOR


Town is not eligible for any USDA grant money for that.  	CENTER


We are eligible for sewer/ water money. We are eligible 


for loans from USDA for the planning money.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he met with Deb Decelles and they discussed 


taking a tour of some of the other senior centers in 


Berkshire County. The Board felt that this would be a 


good idea.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Gary Brackett will be coming 	TOWN


in to the Selectmen’s meeting on August 13, at 7:30 P.M.	COUNSEL


specifically to discuss a law suit.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing collective 	SESSION


bargaining and to reconvene to open session, seconded 


by Mr. Prendergast. Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes.  





End of Administrator’s Report.





No minutes





Mail:





�
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Old Business:





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to set 7:30 on 	WEMCO POLE


August 6, 2007 for the pole hearing requested 	HEARING


by Western Massachusetts Electric for the 


installation of 2 poles on Partridge Road, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast suggested again the possibility 	ANIMAL


of having 2 people share the job of animal control 	CONTROL


officer. Mr. Boudreau said that he would speak 	OFFICER


with Mr. Skubel.





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Peter 	TAPPING


Gallant who said that he has 2 letters from 	MAPLE


colleges specific to the damage caused by tapping 	TREES


trees stating that there is not damage done.  


Mr. Boudreau said that U-Mass extension would also 


be a good source of information. Mr. Prendergast 


will get the letters from Mr. Gallant.





New business:





Mr. Prendergast said that he received a call that 	BEAVER


the beavers are back in the brook.  Mr. Boudreau 	PROBLEMS


said that the highway department deals with the 


beaver problem and Joe Evanglisto is a licensed 


trapper.  Mr. Prendergast said that the new 


Lanesborough Water District manager is also licensed.





Ms. Elfenbein said that there was some discussion 	SEWER 


with the sewer commission and they said that Ted 	COMMISSION


Nylic used to deal with the inspecting of new sewer 


lines.  Mr. Prendergast said that when David Santolin 


worked for the City of Pittsfield he handled the 


water and sewer.  Mr. Boudreau said that he will 


give him a call.





Mr. Prendergast asked if there has been any 	WATER LINE


discussion about putting in a water line while 	TO MALL


the mall road is being reconstructed.  


Mr. Prendergast said that it would be beneficial 


to put the line in even if it is not used until 


later.





Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Elfenbein, seconded	MEETING 


by Mr. Prendergast, meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m.	ADJOURNED


