December 10, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Town Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had met with a 	BENCHMARK


representative from Municipal Benchmark.  	REPORT


Mr. Boudreau explained that there are 20 towns 


included in the report and the Town can change 3.  


After discussion about options, the Board decided 


not to change any of the towns included that will 


be compared to Lanesborough. Motion made by 


Mr. Goerlach to hire Municipal Benchmark for the 


sum of $2,500, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Mr. Goerlach yes; Mr. Prendergast yes; 


Ms. Elfenbein, no. 





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had a meeting with 	SEWER


Mary Burgess from Earthtech regarding the sewer 	AGREEMENT


agreement with Pittsfield.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


there is someone in Earthtech that knows 


Mr. Collingwood and Mr. Boudreau asked them to 


contact Mr. Collingwood directly to find out the 


status of the agreement.   Mr. Boudreau said that 


he feels that we need to finish up what we are 


working on now and then wait for the agreement 


with Pittsfield.  Mr. Prendergast will call 


Mr. Collingwood again.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he e-mailed a copy of 	MT. GREYLOCK


the Mt. Greylock long range report to the Board 	LONG RANGE


for their review.  The Committee will be in on 	REPORT


Monday the 17th to meet with the Board and the 


Finance Committee.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Police Association 	POLICE


has filed a grievance against the town regarding 	ASSOCIATION


the health insurance issue.  It was resolved but 


never taken care of by the previous treasurer.  


Mr. Boudreau gave it to the new treasurer to take 


care of it.  Because it was to be adjusted in FY07 


it has to be a warrant on the special town meeting.  
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Mr. Boudreau will write a letter explaining that it 


will be on the warrant for the special town meeting.





Mr. Boudreau reported that our previous animal 	ANIMAL


control officer has returned the van, it is parked 	CONTROL


at the Highway Department.  Mr. Boudreau reported 	OFFICER


that the Highway Superintendent said that the tires 


are bald.  Mr. Goerlach said that there should be 


2 new tires because the Town paid the bill last week.  


Mr. Boudreau will check it.  Mr. Boudreau also 


reported that the inspection sticker expired in 


August 2007.  Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke 


with Mr. Skubel and Mr. Skubel said that the would 


like to get paid until the end of the year (December 


2007).  Mr. Goerlach and Ms. Elfenbein said that 


they were not interested in paying him any additional 


funds.  Mr. Prendergast said that there would be no 


pay if he did not have the tires he purchased put 


on the van.  Mr. Prendergast wants to make sure the 


ID has been returned.  





Mr. Prendergast reported that Mr. Skubel also asked 	IMPERIAL


about getting the Highway Department to sand further 	STREET


down Imperial Street or at least put in a sand barrel 


on the top of the street.  The Board said put in the 


sand barrel.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Town Counsel has sent 	FIRE


letters to volunteer firemen to return equipment.	DEPARTMENT





Mr. Goerlach asked that the 3 Staples bills that 	STAPLES


have finance and late charges be checked out.





Mr. Boudreau said that there is going to be a warrant 	STORM WATER


for at least one of the storm water by-laws.  The 	BY-LAW


Board has the power to delegate the enforcement of the 


by-law to either the Conservation Commission or the 


Planning Board.  Mr. Prendergast suggested sending a 


letter to Conservation Commission or the Planning 


Board to explaining this.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Robert Marinelli of MIIA 	BIKE ROUTES


sent a letter stating that after viewing the town’s 


roads, it is the opinion of MIIA that it would not be 


a good risk for the town to designate bike routes. 





End Town Administrator’s Report
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Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the December 3, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded	MINUTES


by Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Goerlach, 


yes; Ms. Elfenbein abstained because she took the minutes.





Bill Ballen, School Committee Members: Rich Cohen 	SCHOOL


and Sheila Hebert. Mr. Cohen explained that the 	UNION


reason for the meeting is to explain the issue of 	REORGANIZATION


reorganizing the school union and having a regional 


district or a superintendency model. There will be a 


public hearing on December 19, 2007 at 7 pm.   


Mr. Cohen called the School Committee meeting to 


order. After much discussion it was decided that 


there were several points that had to be clarified 


before the December 19th meeting.





Tree and Forest Committee members, regarding the 	TAPPING


issue of tapping public trees.  Alice Spatz presented 	TOWN MAPLE


the Board with copies of the documents leading up to 	TREES


the issue with Mr. Wirtes.  Ms. Spatz wanted to make 


sure the issue was made a public record. Ms. Spatz 


asked to have certain letters attached to these 


minutes (they are attached to the minutes on file in 


Town Hall).  Ms. Spatz also asked that the Board to 


make a decision about tapping trees on public lands.  


Mr. Cohen suggested that the Board had a member of 


the Agricultural Commission negotiate a settlement 


between the Tree and Forest Committee and Mr. Wirtes.  


Ms. Elfenbein suggested that there be a meeting set 


up between Mr. Wirtes, someone from the Agricultural 


Committee and someone from the Tree and Forest 


Committee to discuss the matter.





Mr. Boudreau requested that the Board go into 	EXECUTIVE


executive session for the purpose of discussing 	SESSION


contract negotiation.  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach 


to go into executive session for the purpose of 


discussing contract negotiations and reconvene to 


open session, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein.  Mr. Goerlach, 


yes; Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.  Motion 


made by Sheila Hebert to go into executive session for 


the purpose of discussing contract negotiations and 


reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Cohen. 


Ms. Hebert, yes; Mr. Cohen, yes.





Deb Decelles from the Recreation Committee requested 	RECREATION


that the Board appoint Doreen Voller and David J. 	COMMITTEE


Hadley to the Recreation Committee.  Ms. Decelles 	APPOINTMENTS
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also asked that the Recreation Committee be changed 	RECREATION


to a 12 member committee.  No action was taken by 	CONT’D


the Board regarding the number of members on the 


Recreation Committee.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to appoint Doreen Voller and David J. Hadley to the 


Recreation Committee, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Letter received from Jeff Thompson complaining 	NARRAGANSETT


about the abandoned lakefront cottages at the 	AVENUE


end of Narragansett Avenue.  The Board asked 


that the letter be forwarded to the Board of Health.





Letter to Mary Jane Dilego from the DEP regarding 	BERKSHIRE


the need for the installation of a temporary 	SPRING


disinfection system within the COOp’s booster pump 


station to resolve the persistent coliform bacteria 


contamination within the system. Mr. Boudreau will 


speak to John Olander regarding the letter.





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast said that there is a need to 	WOOD


discuss the regulations for the outdoor wood 	BURNING


burning furnaces, a copy of the draft regulations 	FURNACES


was given to each member of the Board.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to rescind the 	SNOW PLOWING


awarding of the snow plowing bid to Gillette for 	BID


plowing because of their inability to handle the 


job, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to award the snow 	SNOW PLOWING


plowing bid to G.W Newton as the next low bidder, 	BID


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Ms. Elfenbein would like to get Ms. Forgea’s name 	EXCISE TAX


removed from the excise tax bills.  Mr. Boudreau 	BILLS


will look into the matter.





Ms. Elfenbein said that Mr. Skubel did bring up 	PET


an issue about getting rid of deceased pets. She 	CEMETERY


suggested somewhere on property owned by the town.  


Mr. Goerlach said the gravel pit would be a good 


idea.
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Mr. Prendergast is concerned that Ryan McCormick 	ANIMAL


the new Animal Control Officer has been appointed 	CONTROL


and does not know anything about the responsibilities.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he will meet with Mr. McCormick 


and give him the Town by-laws and state regulations.





Ms. Elfenbein asked about the Town Hall being closed 	HOLIDAY


during the holidays.  The Board said that there will 	CLOSINGS


be no night hours on December 24th and 31st.





Ms. Elfenbein would like to see the list of the 	EMT’S


EMT’s that have signed up and the schedule. There 


will have to be a change to the amount of the 


allotment coming out of the ambulance fund.  


Mr. Boudreau indicated that this will also be 


added to the special town meeting warrant.





Mr. Goerlach asked if there has been any meeting 	POLICE


set up with the police union regarding their 	UNION


contract.  Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with 


Attorney Dupere and he had not called anyone yet 


but he would.





Mr. Goerlach reported that the stone for Stormview 	STORMVIEW


that Mr. Baker told Mr. Decelles that the stone 


would cost $1,000 and he said that the town should 


keep the $600 deposit and do the work.  The 


agreement was that Mr. Baker was going to do the 


work.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein that John Baker 


be required to do the work to install the stone needed 


for drainage on the 2 properties he owns on Stormview 


Road, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





New Business:





Ms. Elfenbein is going to the Berkshire Regional 	BRPC


Planning Commission “dialogue with the Lieutenant 


Governor” that is being held on December 14, 2007.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 10:42 p.m.	ADJOURNED


