March 23, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


          Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment - 7:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.





Martha Freedman of Quarry Road to discus the 	EARTH DAY


possibility of having a clean up day in 	CLEAN UP


Lanesborough around Earth Day.  She would like to 


have it May 2nd or May 9th. She will be notifying 


various committees in town, the boy and girl scouts. 


She needs to find out where the trash could be put 


after collected.  Mr. Goerlach said that in the 


past they have used Town trucks and the Town would 


transport it to ViCon.  It may be better to have 


trucks is several locations.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that the town will be holding their bulky waste 


collection in May. It is traditionally the Saturday 


between Town Meeting and the election.  This year 


it is May 16, 2009, noon to 4 p.m.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reviewed the proposed warrant for 	STREET


Town Meeting. Part of the warrant will be for 	TAKINGS


taking Bena, Wabasso and Wabun Streets.  The Board 


has to vote to take the three streets and then 


forward the information to the Planning Board.  


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to vote their intent 


to lay out Bena Street from Narragansett Avenue to 


Hobomac Street, Wabasso from Narragansett to Hobomac 


Street and Wabun Street from Narragansett Avenue to 


Chickatabot Avenue, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.  Mr. Prendergast asked why 


these three were chosen. Mr. Boudreau said that 


he spoke with Mr. Decelles and these 3 streets 


have the most problems with water run off to the lake. 





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with the proposed 	BRUSH


notice from Mr. Decelles regarding brush removal 	CLEAN UP


in town. Mr. Szczepaniak thinks it should be held 


for 2 days. It will be held on Friday and Saturday, 


April 3rd and 4th from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
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Mr. Boudreau reviewed the draft of the warrant 	PROPOSED


for the town meeting. Article 1 is the election 	WARRANT


of town officers with a ballot question regarding 	FOR TOWN


having an appointed board of assessors.  Article 2 	MEETING


fixes compensation for all elected town officials. 


Article 3 is $975 transfer for Assessors’ expenses 


for a 2008 invoice. Article 4: appointed Board of 


Assessors. Article 5: regarding the town electrical 


aggregation.  Article 6, 7,8: accept streets. 


Article 9: new truck for the highway department for 


$70,000. Article 10: $2,000 matching grant for the 


Fire Department. Article 11: $5,000 paint and equip 


the Fire Department rescue truck. Article 12: accept 


MGL 40 section 42g. h. i. in order to allow the town 


to lay pipe for Berkshire Spring. In order for the 


town to set a betterment for Berkshire Village.  


Article 13, $29,700 to hire an engineering firm to 


do a study to finalize a plan for water for 


Berkshire Village. Article 14: Marijuana by-law. 


Article 15: set revolving account for Cable TV 


Commission up to $5,000. Article 16: Revolving 


account for the Fire Department; Article 17: Revolving 


account for the Agricultural Commission, Article 18: 


Revolving account for the Highway Department for the 


boom mower; Article 19: Revolving account for the 


Board of Health to receive fines.  Article 20: $400 


for the Group Purchasing Program; Article 21: 


transportation bond bill, Article 22: Ambulance Fund; 


Article 23 sewer enterprise fund; Article 24: Baker 


Hill Road District; Article 25: Reserve Fund; Article 26: Stabilization and Article 27: transfer of free cash to 


assessors to reduce tax rate.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a draft of 	SELECTMEN


the Selectmen's Report for the Town Report.	REPORT





Mr. Boudreau reported to the Board about the 	ROAD


state’s road construction projects for the summer:  	WORK


Route 7 north of Bailey Road to Williamstown and 


the Mall Road; both projects may be funded through 


the federal stimulus package and Route 8 from 


Coltsville to Cheshire. 





The Board is looking for suggestions for the cover 	TOWN 


of the Town report.  Mr. Szczepaniak suggested a 	REPORT


picture of the new park. Mr. Boudreau will see about 	COVER


getting a picture.
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Mr. Boudreau explained to the Board about the 	A & K BILL


A & K Cleaning Bill. The bill covers the expense 


of the clean up from the sewer backup in the 


community room.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Bean had discovered 	PROPERTY


a piece of property (23 acres) on the other side 


of Route 8. According to a title search that was 


performed the owner of the property is Berkshire 


Street and Railway Company, which is no longer in 


existence.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that it was known 


as the Berkshire Park and is located behind Astro 


Beef. There is no road frontage. Mr. Bean’s suggestion 


was to transfer it to the state and make it part of 


the wildlife management district.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


suggested notifying the abutters to see if they 


are interested in buying it first.





Mr. Boudreau reported to the Board regarding the 	FIRE


Fire Department reimbursement issue.  Mr. Durwin 	DEPARTMENT


produced a form that he would like the Fire Chief 	


to fill out for reimbursement of expenses.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Chief Durfee put 	FIRE


together a proposed contract between the Town 	DEPARTMENT


and the Fire Department.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of 	SCHOOL


an audit that was authorized by Rose Ellis for 	AUDIT


the elementary school.





End of Administrator's Report





Mail:





Copy of a letter from Lisa Wellspeak to the 	BOARD OF


Board of Health resigning from her 3-hour 	HEALTH


position with the Board of health.





Notice from the Massachusetts DEP regarding the 	DEP


availability of waste site cleanup technical 


assistance grants. 





Notice of the new pin number for electronic 	WMECO


payments made to Western Mass Electric.
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BRTA meeting notice for their March 26, 2009 	BRTA


meeting to be held at the Joseph Scelsi Inermodal 


Transportation Center.





WEMCO invitation to the Town for their annual 	WMECO


meeting to be held March 25, 2009 at Zuchini's. 





Letter from MassHighway regarding the Route 7 & 8 	CONNECTOR


Connector Road.	ROAD





Letter to the Board from Lewis Brown of 	BERKSHIRE


Pittsfield regarding the Berkshire Spring 	SPRING


stating that he heard that the town closed the 


spring because someone threatened to sue the town.  


This is not true, the Spring has been closed on 


order of Mass DEP.





Public hearing on March 31, 2009 regarding 	PUBLIC


public utilities to be held in Boston.	UTILITIES





Notice from the Massachusetts Lottery Commission 	KENO


that a KENO To Go machine will be installed at 


Mrs. Sweets in the Mall.





End Mail:





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked that Mr. Boudreau order 	FLAGS


the flags. Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there is 


enough money.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau will speak 	BRUSH


to Bill Decelles about having a second day on a 	CLEAN UP


Saturday for brush drop off.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Rose Ellis still wants to 	MOWING


meet with the Board.  Mr. Goerlach also asked if 	


the mowing situation for the school. Mr. Prendergast 


suggested having one of the members of the senior 


workoff program mow and trim the lawn at the school.  


Mr. Boudreau said that it should be discussed with 


all parties involved.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Boudreau can get a better 	FUEL COSTS


rate for fuel for the Town.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


he is looking into it. Mr. Boudreau reported that we 


had problems with Brown Oil, we ran out of fuel in 
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town hall twice and Bill Decelles had trouble getting 	FUEL COSTS


deliveries as well.  Mr. Boudreau said that Dalton 


and Sheffield had problems with Brown Oil too.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the March 9, 2009 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





New Business:





Mr. Prendergast said that Dean Maynard has a truck 	TRUCK


for sale and he wondered if it was something the 


town could use.  Mr. Goerlach said that the highway 


trucks are usually outfitted with special heavy 


duty equipment.  





Mr. Goerlach would like to see a little more order 	MEETING


to the meetings, like waiting for recognition 


before speaking.





The Board set their April meetings as follows: 	APRIL


Mondays, April 6th, 13th, and 27th at 7:00 p.m. 	MEETINGS


and Thursday, 23rd at 6:30 p.m.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.


