October 22, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment





Astrid Hagenguth, Bike Path Council and Pittsfield 	BIKE PATH


Tree Watch.  Ms. Hagenguth said that they are trying 


to make Berkshire County completely bike accessible 


and she is interested in having “bike route” signs in 


all towns in Berkshire County. Ms. Hagenguth asked 


that the Town of Lanesborough change their stance and 


allow designated bike routes.  Mr. Prendergast said 


that the Town is in the process of finding out what 


the liability to the Town will be if they do put up signs.





Ron Tinkham regarding a letter received from 	PENDELTON


Mr. Canedy regarding the zoning issue at the 	STORE


Pendelton store property. Mr. Canedy stated that he 	PROPERTY


was told that a dog grooming operation would not be 


allowed on the property because it is commercially 


zoned. The Board asked Mr. Boudreau to contact 


Mr. Canedy to let him know that a dog grooming 


business would be allowed under the by-laws.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the October 15, 2007 meeting, seconded by	MINUTES


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes of the 


October 15, 2007 executive session, seconded 	


by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Cable Committee members Mike Murphy and Doug Webb. 	CHATER CABLE


Mr. Murphy said that there are 2 issues facing 


Lanesborough: what is Charter doing for the Town? 


The community access television channel that was 


part of the contract signed by the town.  


Ms. Elfenbein asked if Mr. Murphy knows how many 


customers Charter currently has in town.  Mr. Murphy 


stated that he does not know. Mr. Murphy said that 


Charter needs to address the issue of quality of 


service.  Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Boudreau to 


contact the representative from Charter and ask him 
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to come to Lanesborough to meet with the Board and 	CHARTER


the Cable Committee.  Mr. Murphy stated that West 	CONT’D


Stockbridge and Hinsdale are also Charter customers.





Charles E. Garrity, Emergency Management Director 	EMERGENCY


presented the Board with the inter-municipal agreement 	MANAGEMENT


for emergency mutual aid for their signature.  


Mr. Boudreau said that other town managers have been 


looking into this agreement and there has been a lot 


of discussion to change the content and he had not 


heard that it was finalized. Mr. Garrity said that 


the one Mr. Boudreau is talking about is the state 


agreement; this one is the local agreement.





Fire Chief, Charlie Durfee stated that there are 	FIRE


several members of the Fire Department that have 	DEPARTMENT


not been active for years.  They have equipment 


that was paid for by the Fire Department and have 


been asked to return it.  There has been no response 


to the Fire Department’s request.  There are 3 people 


holding more than $5,000 in equipment that needs to 


be returned.  Mr. Boudreau said that he needs a list 


of individuals and he will speak with Town Counsel 


about sending another letter and following up with 


legal proceedings.





Chief Durfee said asked if the Town would consider 	FIRE CHIEF


a $1,000,000 liability policy for himself and his 	INSURANCE


deputies. Mr. Boudreau will look into the matter.





Chief Durfee said that the Fire Department has 	LADDER


received a DCR grant in the amount of the $2,000.  	TRUCK


Chief Durfee is going to ask for $40,000 of 


additional funds in his FY08 budget for the town’s 


share of a new ladder truck. The rest would come 


from a Homeland Security grant that he will be 


applying for.





Chief Durfee also reported that AMR is done and 	EMT SHORTAGE


County Ambulance is buying another rig, possibility 2.  


Chief Durfee said that there is going to be a wait 


for an ambulance because of the shortage of EMT’s. 


Mr. Goerlach asked if any Highway Department employees 


could be called on to cover the shortage and if not may 


be police officers can be called. Chief Durfee said 


that half of the calls are to the Mall, maybe they 


can support the cost of hiring EMT’s.
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Town Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau stated that the Board needs to have a 	BUSINESS


business meeting at least one day a month and it 	MEETING


should be another night beside Monday.  The Board 


agreed to meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month, 


starting in November.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with the deed to 	DRIVE-IN


the drive-in property.  Mr. Boudreau will contact 


the insurance company to get it assessed and insured.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Sue Koziara did not pick 	KOZIARA


up the certified letter, so Mr. Boudreau authorized 


Brackett and Lucas to file the small claims complaint. 





Mr. Boudreau stated that any complaints about 	DOG OFFICER


Mr. Skubel’s performance as Animal Control Officer 


need to be in writing.  Mr. Boudreau also said that 


we would need to send Mr. Skubel a letter stating the 


Boards disatisfaction.  Mr. Goerlach volunteered to 


take over the job until a full time dog officer is found.





Mr. Boudreau said that he sent the Benchmark report 	BENCHMARK


by e-mail to all the Board members but they had not 


reviewed it as yet.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Decelles said that 	HIGHWAY


the Highway Department was working late because the 	DEPARTMENT


paving contractor was in town today.





Mr. Prendergast asked if any work had been done on 	PUTNAM


Putnam Road as yet.  It has not been started.	ROAD





The Board set November meetings for November 5th, 19th 	NOVEMBER


and 26th at 7:00 p.m. and November 15th at 6:00 pm.	MEETINGS





Mr. Boudreau said that he received a call from 	SQUANTO ROAD


John Bolens about Squanto Road, saying that someone 


is using the roadway as a driveway.





End of Town Administrator’s Report





Mail:





Complaint about Iroquois Street will pass along 	IROQUOIS


to the Police Chief.	STREET
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Request for Pole Hearing made by WEMCO. Motion 	WEMCO


made by Mr. Goerlach to set November 5 at 7:45 pm 	POLE 


for the pole hearing, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 	HEARING


Unanimously voted. After reading the documents 


Mr. Goerlach rescinded the motion, because of a 


conflict of interest.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to set November 5 at 7:45 pm for the pole hearing, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Goerlach, abstained.





Letter received from DCR regarding their 	WIRTES


assessment of town-owned sugar maple trees 


located on a section of North Main Street.  The 


report states that overtapping has caused 


additional stress to the trees. The Board 


asked Mr. Boudreau to send a copy to Jesse Wirtes.





Old Business:


		


Ms. Elfenbein asked that letters of thanks be 	“SISTER


sent to Ireland for the gifts presented to the 	CITY”


Town, and Mr. Prendergast requested letters of 


thanks go to the Fire Department.





Mr. Boudreau said we need to send a letter to 	CONDRON


Denny Condron for the drive-in property.





Mr. Prendergast wants to see a “cease and desist” 	BEAUDOIN


letter to Beaudoin from the Board of Health at 


the next Selectmen’s meeting.





Mr. Prendergast asked if the town had any response 	ROUTE 7


from MassHighway regarding the passing lanes on 	PASSING


Route 7.  Mr. Prendergast would like to have the 	ZONE


police do a test to see how fast a car has to go 


to pass in the passing lane.





New Business:





The Board decided to take the flags down on 	FLAGS


Tuesday, October 23, 2007. The Fire Department 


has offered to help.





Ms. Elfenbein suggested again that the ambulance 	AMBULANCE


association send out membership.





Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Elfenbein, seconded	MEETING 


by Mr. Prendergast, meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.	ADJOURNED


