January 7, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment Period





Kevin Dowling regarding teachers salary information 	TEACHERS


asked when the Select Board requested the information 	SALARIES


about teachers salaries.  Mr. Boudreau said that it 


was not a formal request and Mr. Goerlach asked about 


it because it was information needed for the Municipal 


Benchmark study. Mr. Dowling stated that the timing 


was bad because they are in the middle of contract 


negotiations and the salary information was wrong.  


Rich Cohen, Chairman of the Lanesborough School 


Committee stated that the teachers salaries are public 


information, that the source of the salaries are from 


the Department of Education and that if they are wrong, 


the teachers have been repeatedly asked to provide 


correct data, which they have not done. 





Chief Bashara asked that the Board hire Jason Costa 	PART TIME


as a part time police officer. Motion made by 	POLICE 


Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Jason Costa as part time 	OFFICER


police officer, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.





Chief Bashara reported that he has received a $7,500 	POLICE


grant from the Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau: 	GRANT


$3,000 of this money can be used for equipment and 	FUNDS


the remainder will be spent on extra patrols.





Parking ticket hearing opened by Mr. Prendergast: 	PARKING


Cheryl Pearson from North Adams stated that she put 	TICKET


her handicap parking permit on the mirror but it 	HEARING


fell off. Chief Bashara said that he has no issue 


with waiving the ticket this time but cautioned 


Ms. Pearson to be careful in the future.  Motion 


made by Mr. Goerlach to waive parking ticket #5194 


issued to Cheryl Pearson, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 


Unanimously voted.
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David Skalski stated that he was out hunting on Old 	PARKING


Cheshire Road.  Mr. Skalski said that there are no 	TICKET


signs indicating that where he parked is a 	HEARING


“prohibited area” and he does not feel that he was 


obstructing traffic.  Chief Bashara feels that 


because of the snow that parking on the side of 


the road would be considered “obstruction of traffic”.  


Chief Bashara said that he does not like to second-


guess his officers.  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 


reduce the fine for parking ticket #4576 to $10.00 


by removing the “parking within a prohibitive area” 


charge, seconded Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Mary Monahan Burgess from Earthtech regarding the 	STORMWATER


2 Stormwater by-laws that are mandated by the EPA.  	BY-LAWS


Ms. Burgess explained the process and reason for 


these by-laws.  Mr. Boudreau explained that if the 


Town does not comply there are fines that can be 


imposed by the EPA.  Mr. Seigors asked about the 


process involved in getting approval from the 


Selectmen.  Ms. Burgess explained that the Selectmen 


are free to set up the process any way they see fit.  


Mr. Boudreau said that the Selectmen will review the 


request and it will be cleared by the Planning Board, 


Conservation Commission and the Building Inspector.  


The Board wants some procedures in place before the 


special town meeting.  Mark Seigors attorney for the 


mall asked that EarthTech take the Baker Hill Road 


District catch basins out of their report.  The 


Board approved their request.  Ms. Burgess said that 


she would see that it was done.





Town Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau went over the warrant for the special 	SPECIAL


town meeting.  The Board signed it and it will be 	TOWN MEETING


posted Tuesday, January 8,2008.	WARRANT





Mr. Tinkham reported that he gave Mr. Prendergast 	COMMUNITY


a list of people to be appointed to the Community 	ACCESS 


Access Channel Commission.  Mr. Prendergast explained 	CHANNEL


that there is an e-mail address (lcatv2@aol.com) 


available for non-profit announcements to be placed 


on the community access channel.  Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Gordon Zaks, Tammie Haines, 


Matt Montini, Ron Tinkham, Bess Tinkham, Don Wagner, 


Susan Wagner, Doug Webb, Katherine Westwood and 


Tom Ostrowski to the Community Access Channel 
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Commission, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 	COMMUNITY


voted.  Mr. Tinkham also asked to have keys for 	ACCESS CONT’D


the members.  Mr. Boudreau said that there is an 


issue of having too many keys out for access to 


Town Hall.  The Board approved the issuance of 4 keys.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of the 	OPEN SPACE


Town of Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan. 	PLAN


He explained that there is also a copy in the library.


There is a review period and then the report will 


be filed with the state.





Mr. Boudreau reported that one of the Town’s veterans 	VETERANS


contacted him regarding the veterans building in 


Berkshire. They have a food pantry.  Mr. Boudreau 


was asked if the Town could take over the property 


and liability insurance for the building.  


Mr. Boudreau said that the Town already pays for 


everything else.  Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Boudreau 


to check with the insurance company about the 


potential cost.





Mr. Boudreau asked if the Senior Center Building 	SENIOR CENTER


Committee members had been notified of their 	BUILDING


appointments, if they have it would be a good idea 	COMMITTEE


to have them meet with the Selectmen to discuss the 


matter.  Mr. Boudreau said that we will need a site 


plan and should have a warrant article at the annual 


town meeting in May to cover that expense. Mr. 


Goerlach suggested a referendum type question to see 


if the Town is still interested in building the center.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Chief Bashara had a 	JUNK CARS


hearing in the Pittsfield District Court regarding 


Mr. Cirone’s junk cars on Iroquois Street.  


Mr. Cirone showed up and told the Court that all the 


vehicles will be removed by the end of January, 2008.





Mr. Boudreau reported that we still have a vacancy on 	FINANCE


the Finance Committee and need someone to fill it.	COMMITTEE





End Town Administrator’s Report





Mail:





Letter received from Arline Slote-Davis refusing 	SENIOR


her appointment to the Senior Center Building 	CENTER


Committee and stated that she will be happy to 	BUILDING
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help informally. Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to 	SENIOR 


rescind the appointment of Arline Slote-Davis to 	CENTER


the Senior Center Building Committee, seconded by 	CONT’D


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





There was an anonymous complaint regarding the	MAIL BOXES


Highway Department plows streets blocking mail


boxes.





Copy of a memorandum from John Olander to Bill 	BERKSHIRE


Decelles of the Highway Department regarding 	SPRING


plowing and the use of heavy equipment around 


Berkshire Spring.  The Board will discuss it 


further after reviewing the issues.





Copies of letters from the Board of Health to 	SALE OF


Mrs. Sweets Shop at Berkshire Mall and to Krupa 	CIGARETTES


Enterprise dba Lanesborough Getty regarding the 	TO MINORS


sale of cigarettes to a minor stating that they 


each owe the Town $100 fine.





Notice of ZBA Hearing on January 14, 2008 to 	ZBA HEARING


consider a petition filed by John and Coreane 	NOTICE


Salvini on Superior Street.





Letter from Charter Communications regarding 	CHARTER


changes in pricing and service effective 	CABLE


February 1 and March 1, 2008.





Massachusetts Municipal Association notice 	TOWN 


stating that we did not win the Town Report 	REPORT


competition.





Received budget request for the Brien Center 	BRIEN


for FY09.	CENTER





Memo from the Town Treasurer regarding the 	UNEMPLOYMENT


request for payment of unemployment to Doug 	INSURANCE


Webb.  Mr. Prendergast does not understand 


how someone can collect unemployment for an 


elected position.  The Board asked that 


Mr. Webb come in and explain how it came about 


and get further information from the Treasurer.





Old Business:





Ms. Elfenbein is very happy that the new tax 	TAX BILLS


bills have all the information she requested.
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Mr. Goerlach requested more information on 	207k


the 207K.





Mr. Prendergast would like to spend some time 	ANIMAL


on the 17th regarding guidelines for the 	CONTROL


Animal Control Officer.





Mr. Prendergast asked if there had been any 	POLICE


meetings on the police association contract.  	CONTRACT


Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with 


Attorney Dupere and Attorney Dupere has contacted 


the police union but a date for a meeting has 


not been set.


 


Mr. Prendergast asked if the issue with the 	DECAYING


decaying trees that Mr. Friend brought to the 	TREES


attention of the Board had been resolved.  


Mr. Goerlach said that that it had not.  


Mr. Goerlach also said that he will contact 


him again with a name of someone to contact 


at Western Massachusetts Electric.





Ms. Elfenbein stated that the Board is still 	AMBULANCE


waiting for a list of the EMT’s covering the 


day shift for the town’s ambulance.





New Business:





Mr. Prendergast received a call from Mrs. Avery 	ALGONQUIN


on Algonquin Street stating that the water in 	STREET


the drainage ditch coming down Algonquin Street 	DRAINAGE


drains into her property.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


it has been an ongoing problem in the past. 


Mr. Boudreau said that it is not an accepted 


street at this time.  Mr. Boudreau said that he 


wants to bring the issue of unaccepted streets 


to the town meeting this May.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he will speak with Mr. Decelles about the 


drainage problem on Algonquin to see if there is 


a solution.





Ms. Elfenbein reported that there was a legal 	WASTEWATER


notice published in the Berkshire Eagle by the 	TREATMENT


City of Pittsfield regarding the wastewater 	PLANT


treatment plant.  There is a February 10, 2008 	PITTSFIELD


dead line for comment.  This involves the Town 


of Lanesborough.
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Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the December 17, 2007 meeting, seconded	MINUTES


by Ms. Elfenbein . Unanimously voted.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.	ADJOURNED


