


December 7, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment: 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Parking Ticket Hearing opened by Mr. Goerlach. 	PARKING


Tanya Maxwell explained that she had brought her 	TICKET


mother, who is handicapped, to the Berkshire Mall 	HEARING


and she had forgotten to put the placard on the 


mirror.  Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to dismiss 


the parking ticket, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Goerlach opened the WMECO pole hearing.  Max 	POLE


Gadge of Western Massachusetts Electric asking to 	HEARING


relocate approximately 50 poles going up Brodie 


Mountain Road to increase the girth and height, so 


that they can accommodate the increased load from 


the wind farm.  The Board continued the hearing 


until December 28, 2009 so they can view the site.





John Donahue regarding a parking ticket he received 	PARKING


at the mall.  Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to 	TICKET


dismiss the ticket, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Goerlach opened the Tax Classification hearing, 	TAX


present were the Board of Assessors, Eric 	RATE


Christianson, Regina DiLego, Glen Bean and the 	SET


Finance Committee, Bill Stevens, Ruth Brower, Al 


Terranova and Aaron Flynn.  Glen Bean of the stated 


that the Board of Assessors recommend a single tax 


rate of $16.30.  Mr. Bean explained the reasoning 


behind their recommendation. The Board also discussed


the reasoning behind the decision to readjust the 


assessment of upper valued properties and 


specifically the timing of it. Motion made by 


Mr. Prendergast to continue a single rate tax in Town, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.
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Mark Seigors representing the Baker Hill Road 	MALL ROAD District Working Group asking that the final 	


“Order of Taking” be signed by the Board.  This 	


“Order of Taking” is for the section of the road 


between Route 8 and the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail 	


near the mall sign.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 	


to authorize the taking of a section of road between 


Route 8 and the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail near the 


mall sign, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.  





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Mr. Decelles shut 	GULF ROAD


down Gulf Road today because someone went off the 


road on Sunday because of the snow.  Mr. Boudreau 


also indicated that Mr. Decelles is also working 


on closing Quarry Road as well.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Old State Road 	OLD STATE


project is nearly completed.  There are still some 	ROAD


things that need to be done but will have to wait 	PROJECT


until Spring.





Mr. Boudreau said that Petricca has asked to shut 	CHURCHILL


down the project on Churchill Street and finish 	STREET


in the Spring because the weather is not cooperating.  PROJECT


Mr. Goerlach asked if Petricca was going to maintain 


the road during "mud season"? Mr. Boudreau said that 


he will contact Petricca and advise them that they 


will be responsible for the road until completion.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he submitted the grant 	MT.GREYLOCK


application for the furnaces at Mount Greylock 


Regional High School the total amount requested 


is $412,000.  





Mr. Boudreau updated the Board regarding Berkshire 	BERKSHIRE


Spring.  Mr. Boudreau reported that he received a 	SPRING


letter from DEP dated November 24, 2009 requesting 


more information.


	


Mr. Boudreau reported that Bob McCollum from DEP 	SPRING


wetlands had a meeting on Mr. Torra's property 	STREET


last week, along with Mr. Boudreau, Mr. Decelles 


and Ed Fahey from the Board of Health.  They are 


going to give the town suggestions on what to do 


to solve the problem.  Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. 
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Decelles went on to the Oparowski property and 	SPRING ST.


there is some logging being done on the Oparowski’s 	CONT'D


property and they also found that there is a lot of 	


sediment coming off property on Miner Road.  The 


Board asked Mr. Boudreau to send a letter to the 


Oparowskis.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke to MassHighway 	MINER ROAD


regarding the Miner Road Bridge, the status on the 	BRIDGE


bridge repair has not changed as the state wanted 


to put in a box culvert and DEP did not like that 


idea.  The project has to be completely redesigned 


and it will take another couple of years.





Mr. Boudreau also reported that he found one of 	PROSPECT


the boundary line agreements regarding the town 	STREET


owned property off Prospect Street that the Board 


had not yet signed.





End Administrator's Report





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	APPROVED


minutes of the November 18, 2009 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. Motion made 


by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the minutes of the 


November 23, 2009 meeting, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.  





Mail





Letter from Mary Jane DiLego resigning from the 	RESIGNATION


Board of Registrars.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


to accept with regrets Mary Jane DiLego’s resignation 


from the Board of Registrars, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Letter from David Schwartz requesting a dismissal of 	PARKING


a parking ticket issued for parking in a handicap 	TICKET


parking space without a placard showing.  


Mr. Prendergast asked that the Police Department 


review the matter before the Board decides.





Letter from Virginia Mach requesting the town to 	SINGLE


keep the single tax rate.	TAX RATE





Letter from International Union giving notice to 	CONTRACT


start negotiations for the Highway Department 


contract.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has forwarded 
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it to Attorney Dupere for his opinion.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Town now owns the 	STEINER


Steiner Property on Old State Road.  It has taken 	PROPERTY


years for the courts to decide.  It is up to the 


Board to decide whether to keep or sell.  


Mr. Boudreau will have to check with the treasurer 


to find out how it can be sold.  Motion made by 


Mr. Prendergast to sell the Steiner property 


located at 22 Old State Road, Lanesborough, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Old Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about solar panels at the 	SOLAR


landfill.  Mr. Boudreau reported that he has not 	PANALS


heard anything as yet.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the driveway on 	BAILEY 


Bailey Road.	ROAD





Mr. Goerlach asked about the new garage on Bull 	BULL HILL


Hill Road it is on Louise O'Donnell's old property.  	ROAD


Mr. Boudreau will check on this.





Mr. Prendergast asked if the tree on Imperial 	IMPERIAL


Street had been removed.  Mr. Boudreau will 	STREET


check with Mr. Decelles.





Mr. Prendergast asked about installing a crosswalk 	BULL HILL


on Bull Hill Road for Mrs. Keeler.  The Board 	ROAD


stated that it cannot be done until Spring.


	


Mr. Prendergast said that the Baker Hill Road 	BAKER HILL


District and the Mall have straightened out the 	ROAD


issue with information be provided to Town Counsel 	DISTRICT


regarding the lawsuit.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the Fire Department 	FIRE


building leases.  Mr. Boudreau said that nothing 	DEPARTMENT


has been decided as yet, because he has to meet 	LEASE


with the president of the association.





Mr. Goerlach said that the trees on Ore Bed Road 	ORE BED


were removed because of storm damage.  Mr. Goerlach 	ROAD


said that the road is not in any worse shape than 


before.
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New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he received call stating 	ORE BED


that the last driveway on the left side of Ore Bed 	ROAD


Road is actually in the road.  He has not been up 


to see it.  Mr. Boudreau said he will speak with 


Mr. Decelles.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked what happened to the old 	HIGHWAY


sanders.  Mr. Goerlach said that it was traded 	DEPARTMENT


in to RIBCO over a year ago.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he will speak with Mr. Decelles.





Mr. Prendergast asked for clarification of 	CHURCHILL


responsibility of maintaining Churchill Street.	STREET





Mr. Prendergast stated that at the bottom of 	SUMMER


Summer Street there is a base already installed 	STREET


to add a traffic light.  He feels that it should 


be a simple matter to replace the light and that 


it would be a good idea to do so.  Mr. Prendergast 


stated that he spoke with the lady who owns the 


Gift Shop across Route 7 where Summer Street ends 


and she stated that she can be a witness to the 


traffic problems at the intersection of Summer 


Street and Route 7.





Mr. Prendergast asked to set a time to view the 	WMECO


location of the WMECO poles to be moved and 	POLE


installed on Brodie Mountain Road before the next 	HEARING


meeting.





Ruth Brower asked about if the Town had received 	HEATING


bids for fuel, diesel and gas and how much they 	OIL


were.  Mr. Boudreau stated that the town is locked 


into Brown for diesel and gas; and Lipton for 


heating oil.





Board decided that Town Hall will be closed 	TOWN HALL


Christmas Eve.	CLOSING





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.


