December 3, 2007

Present: 
Ms. Gae Elfenbein


Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William P. Prendergast Jr.


Town Administrator Paul A. Boudreau

The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m. 

Town Secretary Carmella Scarselletta absent. Minutes taken by Clerk Gae Elfenbein.

20 Bailey Road

Ms. Lazarovitch said water continues to pond on 
20 BAILEY

her property from Mr. Macht’s property and asked 
ROAD

what the town is doing about it. Mr. DeCelles 

showed the Selectmen a letter he had just received 

from Mr. Macht in which he states that he is no 

longer interested in the agreement that had been 

reached to resolve the drainage problems. He instead 

proposed moving the proposed catch basin to another 

location which would not be his property and which 

would drain into the brook. Mr. Decelles said this 

would need Conservation Commission approval. Attorney 

Mark Seigors said Mr. Macht’s correspondence showed 

he knew there was a drainage problem with this 
property when he sold it and he advised 

Ms. Lazarovitch to seek assistance from the 

Attorney General’s office to force Mr. Macht to deal 
with the situation. He offered to help her get in 

touch with the Attorney General’s office at no cost. 

The Selectmen agreed with Attorney Seigors. The Town 

has done all it can do.

Keith Bond and Tom Galvagni from MassHighway did a 
MASSHIGHWAY

presentation on the improvements planned for the 
ROUTE 8

Route 8/Old State Road intersections. Nat Karns 

from Berkshire Regional Planning explained that 

since no new highways will be built in this area, 

the existing system needs to be improved and that 

this is one area chosen to be improved through a 
federal grant. A hearing on the project was held 

on November 15 was attended by around 20 residents 

of that area. Several objected to the plan, 

particularly Mr. and Mrs. Chase of Easthampton 

and Mr. And Mrs. MacDonald of Holliston. 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING – DECEMBER 3, 2007 – PAGE 2

Eliminating the present section of Old State 
ROUTE 8

Road before it reaches North Mountain Road will 
CONT’D

change access to property they own. Mr. Galvagni 

proposed that the town look into abandoning the 

section of the road that passes in front of the 

MacDonald house and turn it over to them. That 

would give them a complete parcel to Route 8. 

Their driveway would be at the north end coming 

off the new entrance to Old State Road on the 

east side of Route 8. The Selectmen agreed to 

look into how that could be done and correspond 

with the couple. Mr. Galvagni said the Chases 

would rather see a traffic light installed which 

would require much more drastic reconstruction 

of the intersection. On the west side of Route 8 

the plan will change the entrance to Berkshire 

Union Chapel and will include a parking lot for 
those using the bike trail and a sidewalk leading 

to it. Mr. Prendergast urged Mr. Galvagni to 

contact the veterans to assure them that the 
monument in the area will be preserved. The 

Selectmen support the project. Comments received 

at the public hearing will be addressed by MassHighway 

and another hearing held before there is any decision 

to go forward.

James Torra said silt has filled in a ravine off 
CATHERINE

Bull Hill Road and water is now running onto his 
STREET

property. He asked the town to clear the ravine 

which he said is a town right of way. Mr. Boudreau 

said most of the streets in that area, except for 

one, are not accepted and he will need to see a map. 

Mr. Torra was advised to make an appointment and 
bring in documentation.

On the advice of counsel, the suit was settled 
KOZIARA

out of court. Mr. Boudreau said Ms. Koziara hired 
LAWSUIT

an attorney which would have required the Town 

also to spend money on legal representation in 

court. The cost could have exceeded the $750 

sought from Ms. Koziara for fees incurred to 

change her passwords which she refused to do 

after she left office. The Town will receive $305.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that Cheshire has backed 
GRANT

out of applying jointly with Lanesborough for 
APPLICATION

Community Development funds and that Mr. Tom Webb 
recommends trying again next year.

Mr. Prendergast, on behalf of the Board, 
DECELLES

signed a three-year contract for Bill DeCelles.
CONTRACT

Mr. Boudreau said an underwriter from MIAA, 
BIKE LANES

the town’s insurer, inspected several roads 

considered for bicycle travel. There are no 
shoulders on the roads and he recommended 

against putting up bike lane signs to encourage 

their use. He will send a written opinion. 

Mr. Boudreau reported that the new tax rate 
TAX RATE

is $14.38. Bills will increase around 4 percent.

Mr. Boudreau said the present grant is due to 
COMMUNITY

expire December 31. Tom Webb who is managing the 
DEVELOPMENT

grant asked for an extension to June 30, 2008. The 
BLOCK GRANT
goal is to rehab 25 units of housing and the extra 

time is needed to meet that goal. Twenty projects 

are under construction. Five have been completed. 

Mr. Prendergast signed the request.

Mr. Boudreau reported that contrary to what he 
ANIMAL

said a week ago, Mr. Skubel has not cleaned up 
CONTROL

the kennel and did not advertise a dog he had 
OFFICER
taken in. Further the dog was very sick, had no 

water and was given moldy food. There was no heat 

in the kennel. Judy Gallant got a heater and fed 

and watered the dog. Mr. Boudreau took it to the 

vet Monday morning who is treating it for no cost. 

It will be sent to the Sonsini shelter. He 

recommended that the Board ask Ryan McCormick, who 

had applied earlier, to serve as ACO. John Goerlach 

said he would provide back up if McCormick was at 

work when a call came in. Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 

to terminate the appointment of Robert Skubel as ACO. 

Mr. Goerlach seconded. Unanimously voted.  Mr. 

Prendergast expressed disappointment in Mr. Skubel 

and said the Board had given him every opportunity 

to improve his performance. Motion by Mr. Goerlach 

to appoint Ryan McCormick Animal Control Officer, 
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seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted. 
ANIMAL

The Board will meet with him on December 10 to 
CONTROL

go over his duties.
CONT’D


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 
ACCEPTED

of the November 26, 2007 meeting, seconded by 
MINUTES

Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Prendergast said enough EMTs signed up to 
EMT 

provide day coverage. Chief Durfee will make 
SEARCH

out a schedule. The sign up sheet was posted 

in the Lanesboro Fire Station. Most of the EMTs 

are from the LVFD but some are from outside who 

heard about the list by word-of-mouth. Joe Scelsi 

said Pyramid is interested in sharing some of the 

cost but needs complete budget and response figures. 

There will be two 8 to 4 shifts. The pay for the 

EMTs has not been established.

Mr. Boudreau will attend a conference Thursday 
ROUTE 7

morning at 9 at the field office to review the 
PROJECT

completed Route 7 repaving and sidewalk construction. 
CONFERENCE

There are several issues and complaints including 

the uneven paving and the loud sound snowplows make 

when they hit the reflective markers. The passing 

lane issue will be brought up again.

Mr. Prendergast signed the Mutual Aid Agreement.
MUTUAL AID

Old Business:

Mr. Goerlach asked for clarification about comp 
COMP TIME

time as described in the information given to 

the Board by Mr. Boudreau who agreed it is 
confusing. He will discuss it with Mr. Dupere.


Mr. Prendergast reminded Mr. Boudreau to tell 
INSURANCE

the Recreation Committee that there is no 

vandalism coverage on the contents of the 

building at Laston Park.

Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Boudreau to get 
DOORS &

quotes for new lower level doors for the special 
RAMP

town meeting. Mr. Goerlach said quotes should be 
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gotten for painting the trim on the Town Hall 

and for a new handicap accessibility ramp. 

Mr. Prendergast said Charlie Durfee spent two 
LEPC

hours going to the LEPC meeting on December 2 and 

that two more meetings are scheduled. Reimbursement 

for his time away from work needs to be discussed 

at a future meeting.

Mr. Boudreau said Town Counsel Jim Masteralexis 
EMERGENCY

has been away and the letters requesting the 
EQUIPMENT

return of emergency equipment have not been sent.

Mr. Boudreau has not heard from Bruce Collingwood. 
SEWER

Mr. Prendergast said he hasn’t had time to call him.
AGREEMENT

No new business.

Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded 
MEETING

by Ms. Elfenbein. Meeting adjourned at 9:10.
ADJOURNED

Respectfully submitted,

Gae Elfenbein, Clerk


