September 15, 2008





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Sr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment - 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Gae Elfenbein stated that she wished to report 	FIRE 


regarding the amount of money the Fire Department 	DEPARTMENT


has. She has gotten the numbers from the Form 990 	ASSETS


for 2006.  Funds reported on the Form 990 are as 


follows: $28,904 cash, $2,296 interest on savings, 


$10,157 interest on securities, $10,886 in gain on 


sales of assets, $369 other revenue totaling 


$52,612.  Of course, some of the assets include 


buildings and equipment and an investment account 


in the amount of $204,955. The total net assets 


reported on Form 990 are $375,919. Ms. Elfenbein 


said that the Fire Department and the town should 


be working together to get a staffed ambulance.  


Mr. Prendergast said that in the future people 


should know where their money is going when they 


make a donation.





Joe Scelsi introduced Steven Chase of Tentco 	TENT SALE


asking for permission for a special event permit 	PERMIT


for a month. Mr. Scelsi said that he has already 	MALL


spoken with the Chief of Police and Fire Department 


and they will inspect after the tent is up.  They 


would like to start on Wednesday, September 17.  


Mr. Szczepaniak asked that the signs for the 


emergency entrance be replaced. Motion made to 


approve made by Mr. Prendergast based on the 


conditions stipulated by the Mr. Haupt, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously Voted.





Attorney Mark Seigers, on behalf of the Route 7 	ROUTE 7 &


& 8 Connector Road.  Attorney Seigers stated 	8 CONNECTOR


there will be a meeting on September 25, 5 p.m. at 	ROAD


the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission meeting.





WMECO Pole Hearing opened by Mr. Goerlach. 	WMECO


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve 


the installation of a pole on Potter Mountain 
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Road about 740 feet from Balance Rock Road to 	WMECO


raise sagging wires, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 	CONT’D


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the September 4, 2008 meeting 	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Chief Bashara introduced Robert Moore the new 	POLICE


Part-time police officer.	OFFICER





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with Chapter 90 	CHAPTER 90


request forms for Olsen Road for the Board to 


sign.  Mr. Goerlach stated that the Town needs 


to get the Potter Mountain Road drainage problems 


on the list.





Mr. Boudreau reported that there is a problem 	BOOM MOWER


with the boom mower because of the way the 


Warrant Article at the Annual Town Meeting. 


Mr. Boudreau and Mr. Durwin received phone calls 


from a finance company asking questions about 


the finance agreement for the boom mower.  


Mr. Boudreau said that either the Electric 


Company signs for financing or we have a Special 


Town Meeting to change the language.





Mr. Boudreau sending out thank you letters to 	DOG KENNEL


Megan and Mary Newton for cleaning and painting 


the dog kennel, put in new rugs and water and 


feeding bowls.





Mr. Boudreau spoke with Gary Brackett last week 	LAWSUIT


and have scheduled him to meet with the Selectmen 


on Monday, September 29, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. to 


discuss on going litigation.





Mr. Boudreau asked about the flags.  Mr. Szczepaniak 	FLAGS


said that Mike Cartier called him and said that he 


will take care of putting up and taking down the 


flags from now on.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of 	ACO


the latest draft of the agreement with the Town 	AGREEMENT


of Dalton for the Animal Control Officer.  


Mr. Boudreau said that Town Counsels for both 
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towns have reviewed the agreement. It is similar 	ACO


to the agreement that Lanesborough had with 	CONT’D


Richmond and West Stockbridge for the health 


agent.  Mr. Goerlach said that there is not 


enough in the salary account to enter into 


this agreement until July 1, 2009.  Mr. Goerlach 


suggested that we wait for a Special Town meeting 


to ask for the additional money.   Motion made by 


Mr. Prendergast to enter into the agreement with 


Dalton, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.





End Administrator’s Report





Assessors: Rich Wade and Eric Kristensen, 	ASSESSORS


regarding Mr. Bean’s resignation.  Mr. Boudreau 


explained that they had received a letter of 


resignation from Glen Bean.  The Board refused 


to accept the resignation because there were 


some inaccuracies in the letter.  Mr. Boudreau 


reported that Mr. Bean told him that he was done 


and will not be returning.  Mr. Wade stated that 


the Board of Assessors has accepted Mr. Bean’s 


resignation. Mr. Wade said that they have asked 


for 2 proposals to provide a person to come in 


to the office to provide the town with technical 


support from Patriots and Mayflower who are 


already consultants to the Town.  Mr. Wade said 


that since the Assessors is a 3-member Board, 


a vacancy exists. Mr. Prendergast asked if there 


has to be a special election. Mr. Boudreau said 


no, the 2 boards (Selectmen and Assessors) can 


appoint someone to fill out the remainder of 


the term.





Mr. Boudreau stated that he spoke with Attorney 	POLICE


Fred Dupere and Ken Walto of Dalton and was told 


that what occurred today was just a hearing on 


having police officers covering road construction, 


so we have some time to decide this.





Mail:





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept Glen 	GLEN BEAN


Bean’s resignation with reluctance, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  





Mr. Goerlach had to leave the meeting at this time.
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Request received from Berkshire Gas Company for 	ROAD 


a Road Opening Permit for Sunrise Street.  Motion 	OPENING


made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the Road 	SUNRISE


Opening Permit requested by Berkshire Gas Company 	STREET


for 6 Sunrise Street with the stipulation that 


they close the hole and black top before winter 


sets in, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 


voted.





Letter from Mirak regarding the police cruiser, 	POLICE


stating that “It was noted....that the 	CRUISER


town/department couldn’t commit to a purchase 


until the scheduled town meeting a in May and 


that funds would not be available until after 


July 1st”.





Letter from Richard Wade of the Board of Assessors 	ASSESSORS


stating that at their September 8th meeting 


Richard Wade was nominated and elected Chairperson 


of the Board and no financial warrants will leave 


the office for processing without at least 2 


signatures.





Petition received from the residents on Sunrise 	SUNRISE


Street regarding the shrubbery at the end of the 	STREET


street. Mr. Tinkham stated that the Tree Warden 


told him that the shrubs are on Town property and 


he will take care of it.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that 


he went to Sunrise to view the area of the petition 


and he stated that the intersection is not dangerous.





Memo from the Board of Health stating that they 	BOARD OF


have appointed Lisa Wellspeak clerk and she will 	HEALTH


work 3 hours a week. The memo also stated that 


they have agreed to hire the consulting services 


of Edward Fahey, Nancy Simonds-Rederman and Cal 


Jappru to perform health agent responsibilities.  


This will take effect September 16, 2008.  Mr. 


Boudreau explained that Ms. Simonds-Rederman will 


do food service, restaurant and camp inspections. 


Mr. Jappru will be doing code enforcement and 


Mr. Fahey will handle the rest and will be in the 


office on Tuesday and Thursdays, from 8 to 12. 


Mr. Boudreau reported that they will be hired as 


part time Town employees. Mr. Prendergast asked 


that Mr. Boudreau notify the Finance Committee 


about the Health Agent, Assessors and ACO.
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MassHighway Department permit for “Bunker Hill”	BAKER HILL


Road District for work to be performed.  Mr. 


Tinkham took the letter.





Letter from MassHighway stating that a payment 	HIGHWAY


voucher has been submitted to state aid section 


in the amount of $169,000 for various paving 


projects.





Notice from the Berkshire Regional Planning 	BRPC


Commission that there will be a meeting Thursday, 


September 18.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he spoke with one 	EMT’S


of the EMT’s and he said that they never 


received thank you letters.





Mr. Prendergast said that there was a fire on 	GROVE 	


Grove Street and Pittsfield had to respond 	STREET


because there were only 2 firefighters in town 


that day and if there were EMT’s on the job there 


would have been 4 people to respond.  


Mr. Prendergast wanted to publicly thank the 


Pittsfield Fire Department for their help.





Mr. Prendergast wants to know if MassHighway has 	ROUTE 7


responded regarding Joe Sinopoli.  Mr. Szczepaniak 	SIDEWALK


said that we need to have the Building Inspector 


at the next Selectmen’s meeting to discuss this issue.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he wants to recommend to 	SELECTMEN


the Board that we meet every other Monday night 	MEETINGS


throughout the winter and have a working session 


on one Thursday night.  Mr. Tinkham said that his 


committee was severely criticized for not being 


televised. The Board decided to discuss this 


further at the next meeting.





Mr. Prendergast said that we are still working 	TOWN 


on the premise that we are going to have a town 	EMPLOYEE


picnic in October; but we are running out of time.  	PICNIC


Mr. Boudreau will put together a memo tomorrow.
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Mr. Szczepaniak reported that the Northern 	NORTHERN


Berkshire Solid Waste District will be celebrating 	BERKSHIRE


their 20th Anniversary on October 9th and all the 	SOLID 


Town in the district will be invited the event 	WASTE


will be held at the Bounti Fare in Adams.


 


The Board set October meetings as Monday nights 	SELECTMEN


October 6th and 20th and Thursday, October 30th; 	MEETINGS


and Monday nights November 10th and 24th and 


Thursday, November 20th.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:05.


