February 22, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 - Public Comment





Aaron Williams, Meadow Lane regarding the 	MEADOW


excessive number of ducks in his yard. 	LANE


Mr. Williams would like to know what he can do 


to eliminate the mess that is in his yard because 


people are feeding the ducks and dumping kitchen 


waste in his yard for the ducks.  Mr. Boudreau 


asked if Mr. Williams he had spoken to the police. 


Mr. Williams stated that he has spoken to the 


police and the animal control officer who told 


him that there were no laws on the books.  He also 


spoke with a representative from Mass Wildlife and 


was told that it is not good to feed the ducks 


because it interferes with their migratory habits. 


The Board said that the town can put up signs and 


Mr. Boudreau suggested that Mr. Williams also post 


“No Trespassing” signs on his property. 


Mr. Williams would rather not do that because some 


people come to the brook to fish.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the February 8, 2010 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.   





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the  	ACCEPTED


minutes of the February 8, 2010 executive session,	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the  	ACCEPTED


minutes of the February 17, 2010 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  





Mr. Ronald Tinkham on behalf of the Baker Hill 	BAKER


Road District to report on the meeting of the 	HILL


meeting on Friday, February 19, 2010 and stated 	ROAD


that the work on the detour will begin in the middle 	DISTRICT


of March and the process is going to be accelerated. 
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Jim Marko representative of WMECO at the pole 	WMECO


hearing requesting permission to install a new 	POLE 


pole on Bailey Road for Verizon.  Mr. Goerlach 	HEARING


stated that Mr. Decelles asked that the pole be 


moved back an additional 2 feet from the road.  


Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to allow the 


installation of the new pole on Bailey Road, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a first 	TOWN


draft of the warrant for the annual town meeting. 	MEETING


Article 1 is for the town election which includes 	WARRANT


2 ballot questions: 1st for appointed assessors 


and 2nd to enable the town to adopt special 


legislation that will allow the town to remove 


snow from private ways.  There will no longer be 


any maintenance done on these roads in the future 


unless the residents of these roads sign easements. 


Article 2 are the budget line items; Article 3 is 


the vote to put the ballot question for appointed 


assessors on the ballot.  Article 4 to accept Mass 


G.L. chapter 64g for a local room occupancy rate to 


be raise to a rate of 6%. Article 5 vote to adopt 


new regional school system with Mt. Greylock. 


Articles 6,7,8,9 to set up annual revolving accounts. 


Article 10 is for group purchasing. Article 11 is 


transportation. Articles 12,13 are enterprise funds. 


Article 14 to receive funds from the Baker Hill Road 


District. Article 15 is to put money in stablization. 


Article 16 is to transfer money from Free Cash to 


reduce the tax rate.  Mr. Prendergast suggested 


making Article 5 Article 16 so that if the 


discussion will not hold up the other articles.





Mr. Boudreau reminded the Board that the Town is 	GREYLOCK


scheduled to do drainage improvements on Greylock 	ESTATES


Estates Road this year.  Mr. Boudreau said that he 	ROAD


needs to find out how much Chapter 90 money is 


available.





Mr. Boudreau said that he received “as built” 	OLD 


drawings from Berkshire Engineering regarding 	STATE


Old State Road.  There is quite a bit of work 	ROAD


left to be done by the contractor.





End Administrator's Report
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Mail:





Mr. Boudreau reported that our request for a block 	GRANT


grant for the new boilers at Mt. Greylock was denied.





Letter from Massachusetts School Building Authority 	MT.


approving the contracts for the funding agreement 	GREYLOCK


for work on Mt. Greylock Regional School.





Letter from Council on Aging Director, Deb Decelles, 	COA


requesting the adding of 2 more people on the senior 


work off program.  Marianne Leslie to help Bruce 


Durwin and Dennis Healey to do handyman work in town 


hall.  Mr. Goerlach said that after adding these 


people he thinks it will be a good idea to put a hold 


on adding people. Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to 


hire Marianne Leslie and Dennis Healey for the senior 


work off program, seconded by Mr. Prendergast with the 


condition that the handyman have a specific list of 


jobs.  Unanimously voted.





Letter from MASS DOT regarding the use of police 	CONNECTOR


for traffic control during the reconstruction of 	ROAD


the Connector Road.  





Letter from Charter Communications with a copy of 	CHARTER


their Annual Form 500, Complaint/Outage Report for 


2009.





E-mail from William Stevens requesting the Board 	FINANCE


to change their January 20, 2010 minutes to reflect 	COMMITTEE


what he had actually said.  The Board will take 


care of this at their next meeting.





The Board sent their March meetings as Mondays, 	MARCH


March 8th and 29th at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday, 	MEETINGS


March 18th at 6:30 p.m.





Old Business:





Mr. Szcaepaniak asked about the opening of the 	OLD STATE


truck route over Summer Street he wants to 	ROAD


make sure that no trucks are allowed to go over 


Old State Road.  The Board suggested putting up 


a "weight limit sign" where Old State Road begins.
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Mr. Prendergast asked the status of Berkshire 	BERKSHIRE


Spring. Mr. Boudreau said that the chemical 	SPRING


retrofit form was mailed to Mass DEP last week.





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with his 	FURNITURE


sister about the furniture SABIC was going to 


donate to the Town and was told that SABIC has 


decided that since it will be a liability for 


them if someone entering their property was hurt, 


they have decided to through the furniture away.  


Mr. Szczepaniak said that he has insurance to 


cover this and asked Mr. Prendergast to let SABIC 


know that he will give them a certificate.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about getting a consultant 	EXPENSES


to find out how we can save money for on expenses 


for all Town departments.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if we are receiving any rental 	CRUISERS


on the cruisers used for road work.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


also said that there are no more directional arrows 


on the traffic lights from the north exit of the mall. 


Mr. Goerlach said that he will call Mass DOT.





Mr. Prendergast said that he would like to commend 	FIRE


the Fire Department, EMTs and Police Department for 	DEPARTMENT


in getting to the Mall  Friday in response for a call 


for a fire at the McDonalds.  He also extended thanks 


to the Pittsfield, Cheshire and New Ashford Fire 


Departments for their help.  Joe Scelsi, Mall Manager, 


also extended his thanks for their efforts Friday and 


in the past. Mr. Scelsi said that they always respond 


quickly.  The Board asked that a letter of thanks be 


sent to the Pittsfield, Cheshire and New Ashford Fire 


Departments.





Mr. Prendergast asked that all people who send 	FIRE CHIEF


complaints to the State Ethics Commission, please 


come to a Selectmen's meeting with their complaints.  


Mr. Prendergast asked that a letter be sent to the Chief 


about use of his vehicle. Mr. Prendergast said that the 


Chief should have the vehicle at his disposal for when 


there is an emergency. Mr. Goerlach suggested using the 


same language that was used for the Police Chief.
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Mr. Prendergast reported that he spoke with Gae 	JULY 4TH


Elfenbein today and she thought that the Town should 	PARADE


put together a float for the 4th of July parade.  





Mr. Goerlach said that a resident of Miner Road 	SCHOOL BUS


asked about routes for school buses, because she 	ROUTES


has to drive her child to Billings Street to meet 


the bus. Mr. Goerlach said that he will call Rose 


Ellis about it.





Mr. Goerlach asked for an explanation about the fact 	ELECTRIC


that there are 2 electric bills. Mr. Boudreau 	BILLS


explained that this is temporary. 	





Mr. Goerlach asked why the Chief is getting a 1099 	FIRE CHIEF


for reimbursement payments he received as Fire Chief, 


as well as his W-2 for his job at the Highway Department.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the labor cost on a 	REPAIR 


repair bill on the warrant for the Highway 	BILL


Department.  Mr. Boudreau will speak with Mr. Decelles 


about this matter.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously Voted. 	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 


