February 4, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment 7:00 - 7:15





Alice Spatz, Tree & Forest Committee checking a	TREE &


bout removing a diseased Elm Tree on Summer Street. 	FOREST


Ms. Spatz explained that they would not be using 


taxpayer money.  They have donated funds that will 


be used to cover the cost of removal.  She just 


wanted to notify the Board that this tree is going 


to be taken down.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the January 28, 2008 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the January 


28, 2008 executive session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach.  


Unanimously voted.





James Torra, of Catherine Street having a 	CATHERINE


significant problem he has a map that shows a 	STREET


10’ right of way.  Mr. Torra said that sediment 


filling in the right of way and flooding his and 


his neighbors’ property. This started when Kevin 


Oparowsky started developing his land.  Mr. Torra 


presented the Board with pictures depicting the 


problem.  Mr. Torra said that when there is a 


storm his leach field is surrounded by water.  


Mr. Boudreau said that the Town can clean out 


the swale that is located in the town right of 


way; but the Conservation Commission is responsible 


for policing what Mr. Oparowsky is doing.  


Mr. Prendergast said that the Conservation 


Commission is meeting with the Board later in 


this meeting and Mr. Torra is welcome to stay.





Town Administrator’s report





Mr. Boudreau stated that he wants to get quotes 	TOWN HALL


to get town hall and the kennel painted.  
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Mr. Boudreau asked if everyone received the Storm 	STORM


Drain Install/Repair permit.  Ms. Elfenbein 	DRAINS


suggested a deposit similar to what is collected 


when a curb cut permit is issued.  Ms. Elfenbein 


also suggested looking at all the permits that 


the town issues and maybe consolidating some of 


them. The Board gave Mr. Boudreau permission to 


use the permit he has developed to begin with.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Dan 	ANIMAL


Merson about being Animal Control Officer.  	CONTROL


Mr. Merson indicated that he is interested and 


will get back to Mr. Boudreau with a decision.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the low bid for 	ANNUAL


printing the annual town report is $2,023 	TOWN


received from Adams Specialty Printing.  Motion 	REPORT


made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept bid from Adams 


Specialty Printing in the amount of $2,023, 


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau said that we are paying 7.2 cents 	ELECTRIC


per kilowatt hour. Current regular rates are 10 	COSTS


to 11 cents; but the current contract expires 


in December and therefore the electricity costs 


will go up considerably.





Mr. Boudreau referred again to the governor’s 	GOVERNOR’S


budget and presented the Board with a report 	BUDGET


on what it means to the town.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that the report shows a negative growth in state 


aid next year.  He also stated that School Choice 


money for next year will be reduced considerably 


as well because we are sending more children from 


the elementary school out of town than are coming 


in to the school from other municipalities.





Mr. Boudreau reported, in answer to the Board’s 	SCHOOL


question from last week, that Mary Cochran is 	UNION


the school nurse at the Richmond School and is 


paid through Lanesborough because of the current 


school union. This will continue until the new 


union starts July 1, 2008.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Joseph 	SENIOR


Szczepaniak to the Senior Center Building Committee, 	CENTER


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.	COMMITTEE
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End Town Administrator’s report





Stacy Chapman of the Conservation Commission 	BAILEY


regarding Bailey Road and Catherine Street.  	ROAD


Ms. Chapman reported that she reviewed the files 


and there are no active permits on file at this 


time. She stated that the Conservation Commission 


cannot take action until someone files a request.  


Ms. Chapman said that there was an emergency 


permit granted to the Highway Department but no 


work was done and the permit expired.  Ms. Chapman 


also said that Mr. Macht did not furnish enough 


information so his application was not acted upon.  


Ms. Elfenbein thinks that Mr. Macht should pay the 


fees.  Mr. Boudreau agreed but it will not get done 


unless the town takes the initiative. Motion made 


by Mr. Goerlach that the town file the Request for 


Determination with the Conservation Commission, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Mr. Goerlach, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes; Ms. Elfenbein, no.  


Mr. Goerlach feels that Mr. Macht should pay all 


costs of the filing.





The Board also discussed with Ms. Chapman the 	CATHERINE


problem that Mr. Torra is having on Catherine 	STREET


Street. Ms. Chapman said that it is currently 


under a DEP Enforcement Order to restore the 


“river front” (this is how it is shown on the 


USGA map and is classified as a perennial stream).  


Ms. Chapman said that she has Mr. Torra’s pictures 


and the Conservation Commission have reviewed the 


area in the past and will be following up on this.  


Mr. Goerlach offered to put up hay bales to 


alleviate the problem for now.  Ms. Elfenbein 


asked about a curb cut.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


there was an existing driveway.  The Town needs 


to find out about getting the designation changed 


from perennial stream to an intermittent stream.  


Mr. Boudreau noted that the map shows that the 


stream is not on town property.





Mail:





All Alcoholic Beverage License request filed by 	LIQUOR


Wendy A. Hamilton.  The Board set a date for the 	LICENSE


liquor license hearing for February 25, 2008 at 	HEARING


7:30 pm.
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Letter from Charter cable with the Annual Form 	CHARTER


500 (Complaint/Outage Report) as filed by them 	CABLE


with the Massachusetts Department of 


Telecommunications and Cable. The Board asked that 


it be sent to Michael Murphy the Chairman of the 


Cable Committee.





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission meeting 	BRPC


agenda for the February 6, 2008 meeting.





Berkshire Regional Transit meeting agenda for 	BRTA


the February 14, 2008 meeting.





Notice for the STAR 2008, May 6, 2008 meeting 	STAR


at Boston’s Bayside Exposition Center.





Letter from the Berkshire Cycling Association 	BERKSIRE


requesting permission to hold their annual 	CYCLING


Pro-Am bicycle race on Saturday, May 3, 2008.  


Mr. Prendergast stated that the Fire Chief would 


like to have it stipulated that they use the 


Lanesborough Ambulance while in Lanesborough. 


Mr. Boudreau said that we can suggest that they 


look into using the Lanesborough ambulance.  It 


was suggested that the letter include the suggestion 


since they are already going to use Lanesborough 


police officers.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to 


allow the Berkshire Cycling Association to hold 


their annual Pro-Am bicycle race on Saturday, 


May 3, 2008, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.





Copy of an e-mail from Tom Voison to Mr. Boudreau 	TOM VOISON


stating that he had spoken to Pat McColgan 


regarding the problem with the survey. Mr. Boudreau 


stated that he would like to meet with Pat McColgan 


regarding the survey.  Mr. Boudreau also indicated 


that the tax maps may not be correct.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that the town does not have any designs on 


Mr. Voison’s property and to change the ownership 


back to Mr. Voison will require a Town Meeting vote.





Mr. Boudreau explained that he has not yet gotten 	DOORS


all the bid requests he asked for to replace the 	TOWN HALL


doors downstairs.
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Advertisement from Hudson Ramping Solutions 	ADA


regarding handicap accessibility.  Mr. Boudreau 	COMPLIANCE


said that the town hall has 2 issues with handicap 	TOWN HALL


accessibility: the ramp needs to be replaced and 


the door at the top of the ramp opens out onto the 


ramp, the other issue is the pavement in front of 


the doors down stairs is not level with the threshold. 


Mr. Boudreau reported that he is waiting for quotes 


to fix the ramp and the problem of uneven pavement 


will be solved when the new doors are installed.





Pontoosuc Lake newsletter. 





Old business:





Mr. Goerlach stated that he is meeting with the 	NORTH MAIN


electric company, Bill Girard and John Friend 	STREET


regarding the tree problem on North Main Street 


on 2/12 at 1 pm. 





Mr. Goerlach asked if we ever received anything 	GUERTON


from Town Counsel about handling the lawsuit 	ELKERTON


against Guerton Elkerton on a contingency basis.  


Mr. Boudreau said that we had not and he will 


contact Mr. Brackett about it.





Ms. Elfenbein would like to get an update on 	NORTH MAIN


the motor cross problem on North Main Street 	MOTOR


and maybe we should speak with the Board of 	CROSS


Health.  Mr. Prendergast stated that he feels 


that there is a “cease and desist order” and we 


should let the Board of Health handle the matter.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau had found 	PLUMBING


anything out about the request for increased 	FEES


plumbing fees. Mr. Boudreau has not yet contacted 


Matthew Krell.





New Business:





Mr. Prendergast reported that he received a call 	BRTA


from Patty Annecharico who is asking that the B 


bus end point be changed to Bradley Farm.  


Mr. Prendergast would like this referred to 


Mr. Gallant who is the Town’s representative to 


the BRTA.
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Mr. Goerlach reminded the Board that the copier 	TOWN HALL


at Town Hall is getting older and maybe we should 	COPY


make arrangements in the next budget to cover the 	MACHINE


cost of a new one so that there are no surprise 


expenses mid year that require a special town meeting.





Mr. Goerlach asked about how liquor license 	PROCEDURE


hearings are handled because Mr. Marchetti called 	FOR 


him and asked why the license had not been approved 	OBTAINING	


for his new tenants. Town Secretary explained that 	LIQUOR


the license request has to be filed with the Board 	LICENSE


and a date for a hearing set.  A legal notice must 


be in the newspaper 2 weeks before the hearing and 


notification must be sent to abutters, certified mail, 


return receipt 2 weeks before the hearing.





Mr. Prendergast said that he heard from Joe Sinopoli 	ROUTE 7


who stated that he is having trouble with his 	SIDEWALKS


sidewalk when the state plows. Mr. Sinopoli wants 


the state to redesign the sidewalk in front of his 


business so that people can access his property.  


In addition to this Mr. Prendergast wants to know if 


we can find out the state would purchase the town a 


vehicle to get rid of the snow on the sidewalks or 


if they will plow them.  The state put in sidewalks 


and with the winter weather they are not usable at 


a time when sidewalks are most needed. Mr. Prendergast 


suggested a letter to the state asking for a proposal 


for keeping the sidewalks clear. 





Mr. Boudreau asked the Board to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing contract 	SESSION


negotiations. Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to go 


into executive session for the purpose of 


discussing contract negotiations and to reconvene 


to open session, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 


Mr. Goerlach, yes; Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes.   





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to adjourn, seconded 	MEETING


by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. Meeting 	ADJOURNED


adjourned at 10:00 p.m.


