February 9, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


          Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment: 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had a letter of 	BOARD OF


interest from Nancy McCabe Boudreau requesting 	HEALTH


appointment to the Board of Health.  Also present 	


was May Hickey, Chair of the Board of Health.  


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Nancy 


McCabe Boudreau to the Board of Health to replace 


Liz Drury, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the January 15, 2009 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the January 26, 2009 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast made a proposal that we hire a 	JANITOR


janitor to clean the bathrooms and pay $50.00 per 	POSITION


week for the rest of this year. Mr. Prendergast 


also asked that each person take care of their 


own office. The rest of the Board did not agree.  


Mr. Boudreau recommended Lisa Wellspeak for the 


position because she is in the building and lives 


around the corner. Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak 


to appoint Lisa Wellspeak as janitor, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Wendy and Timothy Hamilton from Hami's regarding 	HAMI’S


the parking problems and concerns the Board has 


with the type of entertainment they have. The 


Board reported that the Fire Chief is concerned 


about the building use that it has changed from 


restaurant to nightclub which would require a 


sprinkler system.  Mr. Hamilton said that he has 


resolved the parking problems.  Mr. Hamilton said 


that Mrs. Dufour, owner of the bus company said 
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that she will send written permission for the 	HAMI’S


patrons of Hami’s to park in her lot on Main 	CONT’D


Street.  Mr. Tinkham said that there is a 


restricted number of vehicles to be parked on 


that parcel. Mr. Tinkham will look into the issue. 


Mr. Hamilton is employing valets to park cars for 


his customers.  Mrs. Corcoran said that she found 


beer cans this morning in her lot.  Mr. Hamilton 


said that they only serve beer in bottles and they 


do not allow any one to leave the building with 


open containers.





Regarding the Fire Chief's concerns, Mr. Hamilton 	HAMI’S


said that he never really closes the kitchen and 


he will feed any one any time he is open.





Mrs. Corcoran said that after she left this meeting	HAMI’S


she stopped at her property to make sure everything 


was ok. And she was stopped by Louis Marquette owner 


of the building that houses Hami’s and he asked her 


if she knows where here property lines are.  She 


felt threatened and wanted the Board to know about 


the incident. Mrs. Corcoran said that she has had a 


survey done and she knows where her property lines are.





Larry Spatz, of 56 Bridge Street regarding cable 	CHARTER


hookup.  Mr. Spatz stated that he was told by 	CABLE


Charter Cable that it would cost him $2,000 to 


run the cable to his home. Mr. Boudreau said that 


he sent an e-mail to Tom Cohen at Charter 


questioning the cost Mr. Boudreau said that he has 


not heard back from Mr. Cohen, but will try to 


reach him again.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had a meeting last 	BERKSHIRE


week with the Berkshire Coop and Len Shuzdek of 	SPRING


USDA and Dick Gilhart from mass water association.  


Mr. Shuzdek spoke about a loan and Mr. Gilhart 


spoke about the problems with Berkshire Coop. Mr. 


Boudreau reported that he put in a call to Town 


Counsel to have him lay out what is involved in 


setting up a betterment district. The other thing 


he has started working on is getting quotes from 


engineers and will set up a site meeting with them.  


Mr. Gilhart thought that the estimate of $300,000 


for the repairs necessary was high.
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Mr. Boudreau said that he looked into the tobacco 	TOBACCO


by-law that Dalton has and also spoke with May 	BY-LAW


Hickey of the Board of Health about it.  Mrs. Hickey 


said that the Board of Health was already working on 


one.  Mrs. Hickey indicated that the Board of Health 


does not think the Dalton by-law goes far enough.





Mr. Boudreau said that March 1st the trench 	TRENCH


regulations go into effect.  Mr. Boudreau reported 	REGULATIONS


that most communities put the building inspector in 


charge of this.  Mr. Goerlach said that he thought 


we were leaning toward having the Highway Department 


handle the matter, because they would be more 


available. The Board is going to read through the 


regulations and make a decision as to who will be in 


charge of giving out the permits at the February 19th 


meeting and also decide how much will be charged as a 


fee.





End Administrator’s Report 





Regina DiLego regarding the open position on the 	ASSESSORS


Board of Assessors because she has not heard 


anything.  Mr. Goerlach said that the Board decided 


not to appoint anyone at this time.  Mr. Prendergast 


explained that they have talked about hiring a 


professional to do the job in the future.  


Mr. Kristensen said that when the abatement process 


started that he found that they need a 3rd person to 


sign because of a possible conflict of interest.  


The Board will meet with the 2 people interested in 


the position at their February 19th meeting





Mail:





Memo from Mr. Boudreau sent to all department heads 	BUDGET


regarding the need to cut costs.





Letter from Berkshire Cycling Association requesting 	BERKSHIRE


permission to hold their annual Pro Am bicycle road 	CYCLING


race which runs through Lanesborough. The Board has 


no problem with Berkshire Cycling holding this event.  


Mr. Boudreau will contact the Police Chief and the 


Fire Chief.
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Letter from the Massachusetts State Lottery 	LOTTERY


Commission notifying the Town that an application 	COMMISSION


for a Keno license was received from Matt Reilly's 


Pub. Board has no problem with this so no action 


was taken.





Notice from Maxymillian Technologies regarding a 	MAXYMILLIAN


#2 heating oil leak at 87 Balance Rock Road stating 


that the clean up was done according to law.





Notice from the Massachusetts Department of 	MASS DEP


Environmental Protection regarding the #2 heating 


oil spill at 87 Balance Rock Road.





Copies of information regarding the Federal census 	CENSUS


which will be passed along to the Town Clerk.





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission notice of 	BRPC


meeting that was held February 5, 2009.





Copy of the official decision of the Zoning Board 	ZBA


of Appeals hearing regarding Silverleaf Resorts, Inc.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked about the Fire Department 	FIRE


officers’ reimbursement. Mr. Prendergast reported 	DEPARTMENT


that Chief Durfee met with Bruce Durwin today.  


Mr. Durwin feels that he needs more information 


before he approves reimbursement.  Mr. Durwin said 


that there was no documentation from the sessions to 


prove that the officers were at the training. Mr. 


Prendergast said that there was nothing in the 


original article to indicate that this documentation 


was necessary. Mr. Boudreau feels that everyone needs 


to sit down together to figure this out. Mr. Goerlach 


feels that if Mr. Durwin is challenging what was said 


at the annual meeting he should review the film from 


that night.  The board asked that the accountant and 


Fire Chief come in on February 23.





Mr. Prendergast asked about Charter Cable hooking 	CABLE TV


up the TV down stairs.  Mr. Tinkham said that 	HOOKUP


Charter will hook up the cable tomorrow, Tuesday, 


February 10, 2009.
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Mr. Prendergast asked about the information 	WEB SITE


regarding the cemetery on the web site.  Town 


Secretary indicated that Kacy Westwood was 


notified of the request.





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Chief 	MARIJUANA


Bashara about the marijuana regulations.  	REGULATIONS


Mr. Boudreau said that it was decided to put 


both regulations on the annual town meeting 


warrant.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the Mall parking lot 	MALL


signs.  Mr. Tinkham said that he brought to the 	PARKING


attention to the Mall Manager.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


said that he has seen no change in the way they 


are.  Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with 


Joe Scelsi but he would like a letter sent to 


the Mall.





Mr. Szczepaniak stated that the “No Commercial 	DETOUR


Traffic” signs on Summer Street have not been 


covered.  Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with 


Mr. Decelles about covering them.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there was any progress 	PUTNAM


in getting the pole removed on Potter Mt. Road.  	ROAD POLE


Mr. Boudreau said that he has hit a brick wall 


with Verizon.  Mr. Goerlach said to try calling 


Bill Keating.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about results on testing 	BERKSHIRE


at the spring. Mr. Szczepaniak also said that he 	SPRING


has not seen any activity at the site.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the status of the 	ADA RAMP


handicap accessibility ramp for Town Hall.  


Mr. Goerlach suggested that the ramp should go 


toward the library and the back of the parking lot. 





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that when he signed the 	RECREATION


warrant last week he saw that the Recreation 	COMMITTEE


Committee spent a large sum of money on a 


appreciation dinner at the Skyline Country Club.  


He wants to know if that was town money.  


Mr. Boudreau said that Recreation has a revolving 


account for donations. Mr. Boudreau will find out 
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where the funds came from.  Mr. Goerlach said that 	RECREATION


he went to the dinner. He said that there is a need 	CONT’D


for money to finish the park.  Mr. Goerlach asked 


if the town can vote at town meeting to borrow that 


money so that the park will be finished.  





Mr. Prendergast asked about ordering flags and 	FLAGS


that maybe we should look into buying the flags 


now.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he will bring in 


a catalog that he has recently received. 


Mr. Prendergast said that there is a smaller size 


that will not get caught on the telephone poles.





Mr. Prendergast said that he feels that the Board 	MUNICIPAL


should send an e-mail to all our congressmen asking 	AID


them to support inclusion in the stimulus package 


aid to cities and towns.  The Board agreed.





Mr. Goerlach said that we need to send letters 	ROAD


to Representatives Downing and Guyer stating that 	PROJECTS


the town supports their efforts in getting more 


funds for road projects in town.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the reconstruction 	ROUTE 7/8


plan for Partridge Road because of the detour. 	CONNECTOR


There was an issue with extending the culverts 	ROAD


and adding guardrails.  Mr. Tinkham said that the 


Baker Hill Road District would like the Board to 


appoint them as agent of the town to oversee the 


reconstruction of the connector road.  Motion made 


by Mr. Prendergast to appoint the Baker Hill Road 


District as agent of the town and overseer of the 


reconstruction of the Route 7 & 8 Connector Road, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast said that he still feels that 	DETOUR


there should be an informational meeting to inform 


the residents about the detour.  Mr. Tinkham said 


that they are looking into it but want to wait 


until the money is in the stimulus package.





Mr. Boudreau said that he would like to thank 	TOWN HALL


Berkshire Pittsfield Septic for their response to 


the emergency at town hall this afternoon.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.	


