April 25, 2011





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


	Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment: 7:00 to 7:15





Martha Freedman reminding people of the 3rd 	ANNUAL


Annual Community Clean up on Saturday May 7, 2011 	COMMUNITY


from 9:30 to 12:30. She thanked the Selectmen and 	CLEAN UP


Highway Department for their continued support. 


Mr. Szczepaniak said that Allied Waste will take 


the debris collected at no charge.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


said also that he and John Goerlach are each donating 


the use of a truck as is the Town.





Joseph Martin of Regal Theater regarding a car 	CAR SHOW


show to be held in conjunction with the opening 


of the movie "Fast Five".  Christy of the Street 


Legal Group. It will be held in the employee 


parking area on Friday, April 29, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


and Saturday, April 30, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Chief 


Bashara said that there are officers at the mall 


on Saturday night anyway but if there is any trouble 


Friday night, Saturday will be canceled.  The Board 


approved the event.





Ron Tinkham of the Baker Hill Road District asking 	CONNECTOR


for a Selectmen to speak at the road opening on 	ROAD


May 11, 2011 there will be food served at the Farmers 	OPENING


Market.  Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to appoint 


Mr. Prendergast to speak, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Williams' dog is not 	DOG


licensed and the rabies has expired.  Mr. Boudreau 	HEARING


reported that a certified letter was sent April 5, 


2011, he received it.  Mr. Boudreau formally opened 


the dog hearing all those giving testimony will be 


sworn in.  Mark Bashara made it clear that he was at 


the hearing as a complainant. Mr. Bashara stated that 


the dog barks non-stop and has been wandering in the 


neighbor.  Mr. Williams stated that he does not 


disagree with what he has said and that he has found 
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some one to take the dog in Hinsdale that has taken 	DOG


the dog. The charges were dismissed.	HEARING





Peter Gallant said that BRTA has a new listing 	BRTA


and Lanesborough has a very small rider ship.  


BRTA would like to eliminate service between 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m., because there is no one riding.





Mr. Gallant said that there has been no meetings 	RAIL TRAIL


for 5 or 6 years for the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail.  


Mr. Gallant said that he believes that the trail 


needs an oversight committee. Mr. Gallant reported 


that Mr. Kasuba closes his jewelry store once a year 


and he an his employees clean the trail. Mr. Goerlach 


asked Mr. Boudreau to contact Mr. Kasuba.





Barb Hassan of North Main Street updating the 	WATER


Board about the challenge to the way the Water 	DISTRICT


District set the new water rates.   Mrs. Hassan 


said that since the petition was signed those 


signing the petition that had not paid their bills 


received demand notices.





Fidel Moreno, of Williamstown Town Road regarding 	POW WOW


Healing Winds and are asking if the town will allow 


them to use the Laston Memorial Park for their August 


POW WOW.  Mr. Moreno said that he has spoken with 


Mark Froio and was told that they do not want anything 


but sports on the property.  Mr. Moreno stated that 


if they are allowed to use the park they would down 


size and only have events during the daylight hours. 


Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the Kelly property.  Mr. 


Moreno stated that they had not finished the 


negotiations and that Mr. and Mrs. Kelly are not 


going to be back from Florida in time.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


said that the field is in constant use.  Mr. Koziara 


representing the Recreation Committee stated that 


football practice will be everyday, there is not 


enough parking for this kind of an event and he also 


stated that if the Pow Wow is on a rainy weekend there 


would not be able to get the field fixed in time.  The 


Board suggested several places in town.


 


Town Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he was approached 	WORKER’S


by the Berkshire Insurance Group to quote 	COMP.


worker's compensation plan.  Mr. Boudreau said 
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that he received quotes as follows: MIIA’s quote 	WORKER’S


is level funded at $53,874;  Selective came in 	COMP.


at $73,230.  So the town will be staying with 	CONT’D


MIIA. Since MIIA also give 5% for paying up front 


there is even more of a difference.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he received a fax 	SOLAR


regarding federal funds available to put solar 	PANELS


panels on public buildings.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he spoke with Deb Donovan of Energy of New 


England.  Mr. Boudreau put together a list of 


municipal buildings with addresses. The Company 


has already done screenings on the Town Hall, 


Highway Department, Police Department, School and 


Fire Department buildings.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


the next step would be for them to do a site survey. 


The only cost to the Town to hire an engineer 


to make sure the buildings will support the weight 


of the panels. Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with 


the Building Inspector and was told that the units 


are so light there will be no need for that.  Mr. 


Boudreau stated that the Town will lease the units 


for $5/month for five years and then the town owns 


them.  Mr. Szczepaniak suggested letting the Water 


Department know about this because they could use 


the panels to run their water pumps





Mr. Boudreau reported that he received an e-mail 	BERKSHIRE


from Berkshire Wind Power will with specifics 	WIND


about what they will purchase.  Mr. Szczepaniak 	POWDER


said that he told them that we want the $45,000 


and will buy our own truck.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that Mr. Decelles went to the web site where you 


can build your own truck and the web site will 


figure the cost.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the town received a 	BEAUDOIN


check for $5,000 from Mr. Beaudoin but it is a 


week late and there is a hearing already scheduled 


for Wednesday, April 27, 2011. Mr. Boudreau said 


that Town Counsel has already informed the Court 


that the Town wants the order to be changed from 


a decibel study to fines.  The Board of Health 


said that the fines come out to about $7,500.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a draft 	SELECTMEN’S


of the Selectmen/Town Administrator report for 	REPORT


the town report.
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Mr. Boudreau said that he submitted the paperwork 	BERKSHIRE


to have the  spring declassified as a public water 	SPRING


supply and received a response from DEP today 


stating that the state cannot allow this until 


the town has transferred a sufficient interest 


in the Spring to Berkshire Village Coop. 





Mr. Boudreau stated that we need to change the 	SENIOR


name of the Senior Center Committee.  Motion 	HOUSING


made by Mr. Szczepaniak to change the name of 


the Senior Center Committee to the Senior Housing 


Advisory Committee, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.  Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak 


to appoint Charis Keeler, Winslow Newton and 


William Stevens to the Senior Housing Advisory 


Committee, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.





Mr. Boudreau said that the air conditioning in 	LIBRARY


the library has quit.  Mr. Boudreau said that he 	


finally got a proposal for the replacement of the 


air conditioner for the Library received from Don 


Davis Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Refrigeration 


in the amount of $45,703.22. Mr. Boudreau said that 


he is going to get more quotes.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he added an article 	WARRANT


to transfer the Berkshire spring; and changed 


Article 13 to adopt by-law for waste.  Mr. Boudreau 


reported that Article 21, revolving fund for Police 


Department K-9 fund.





End of Administrator's Report





Mail:





Received from Berkshire Wind Power an invitation 	BERKSHIRE


to the project dedication to be held on Thursday, 	WIND


May 5, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. There will be 	POWER


transportation available from the Jiminy Peak 


parking lot starting at 1:00 p.m.





Request from Judy Gallant asking that the Board 	BOARD OF


appoint Martha Freedman to the Board of Registrars. 	REGISTRARS


Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to appoint Martha 


Freedman to the Board of Registrars for a 3-year 


term, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
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Letter from the Commonwealth looking for lease 	OFFICE


space for 16,900 square feet of office space for 	SPACE


the Department of Children and Family. Mr. Tinkham 


took it to present it to the Mall.





Announcement from the Department of Conservation 	STATE 


Wednesday, May 4, 2011 from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. 	LAND


regarding the preparation of a Resource Management 


Plan for Pittsfield State Forest, Balance Rock State 


Park, Bates Memorial State Park, Wahconah Falls 


State Park, Ashmere Lake State Park, Middlefield 


State Forest, Peru State Forest, Richmond State 


Forest and South Mountain.





Received a census survey.  Mr. Boudreau will take 	CENSUS


care of filling it out.	SURVEY





Received a letter and a check from Berkshire 	BERKSHIRE


Windpower for payment in lieu of taxes in the 	WIND


amount of $7,750 prorated for FY11.	POWER





Two Zoning Board of Appeals notices for Monday, 	ZBA


May 9th hearings for property located at 29 	HEARINGS


Profile Street and 135 Prospect Street.





Letter from Sayers’ Auto Wrecking, Inc. offering 	JUNK CARS


their assistance in the removal of junk cars.





Old Business:





Mr. Boudreau asked about the status of the drains 	ROUTE 7


on Route 7.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he will be 


contacting them again because he has not had a 


response.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he spoke with George 	PROPANE


Propane and they said that they will save the 


town .25 a gallon for propane for the whole 


town.  Mr. Boudreau said that he will speak to 


them and he is also going to see why it is not 


on the county bid.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that the signal lights 	ROUTE 8


for the first entrance to the Mall on Route 8 


are tripping all the time.  They need to set them 


to flash until the road is open again after the 


construction is finished.
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New Business:





The Board set their meetings for May as Mondays, 	MAY


May 9th and 23rd at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday, 	MEETINGS


May 18th at 6:30 p.m.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that Ron Weider reported to 	SUMMER


him that the drains on Summer Street are not 	STREET


working.  Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with 


Glen Storie and Mr. Storie said that pipes have 


collapsed.  Mr. Boudreau said that yesterday 


Mr. Weider said that it was going over the road.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he will have Mr. Decelles 


report it to MassDOT because they were warned 


before the detour was put in place.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about Jim Rathbun and 	INSURANCE


insurance coverage.  Mr. Boudreau explained that 


we received an inquiry from the insurance company 


asking for bills and that is as far as it has 


gotten.





Mr. Boudreau requested the Board go into 	EXECUTIVE


executive session for the purpose of discussing 	SESSION


pending litigation reconvene to 


open session to adjourn.  Motion made by 


Mr. Goerlach to go into executive session 	


for the purpose of discussing pending litigation 	


and reconvene to open session 	


to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted. Mr. Szczepaniak, yes and 


Mr. Goerlach, yes.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.


