July 21, 2008





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Sr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment - 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.








Clay Newton new Highway Department laborer.  	HIGHWAY


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint 	LABORER


Clay Newton as Highway Department Laborer, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Joseph Healy of 9 Iroquois regarding the 	IROQUOIS


intersection Narragansett Avenue and Iroquois 	STREET


Street. There is a bush that obstructs the view 	


at the intersection.   Mr. Decelles said that it 


is partially on private property.  Mr. Goerlach 


said that depending where it is in the right of 


way Bill Girard can take it down.  Mr. Decelles 


said that he would trim it back.  Mr. Tinkham 


said that there is another bush on the corner 


of Bull Hill Road and Sunrise Street.  


Mr. Tinkham said that he wrote a letter to the 


Building Inspector to enforce the zoning by-laws 


because the by-laws stipulate the distance from 


the road.





Mr. Healy is also concerned about the property 	14 IROQUOIS


at 14 Iroquois Street that the Board of Health 	STREET


has condemned.  Mr. Goerlach abstained from the 


conversation.  Mr. Healy said that he spoke with 


the owners but nothing has been cleaned up. 


Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Olander has been to 


court about this but we have not heard anything 


since the court date.  Mr. Prendergast said that 


we will see what the Board of Health has done.





Mr. Boudreau read a letter from Mike McClay, 	DOG 


Animal Control Officer regarding the dog, Dallas.  	COMPLAINT


There was a complaint from Mervin Haas regarding 


this dog.  This the second time that there has 


been a complaint since the dog has been relocated


from Summer Street to Goodell Road. Mr. McClay 
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asks that the Board make the decision to have 	DOG 


the dog removed from Town.  Mr. Boudreau asked 	COMPLAINT


if the fines had been paid.  Mrs. Gallant said 	CONT’D


that the fines have been paid.  Ms. Pirzl said 


that she thought the dog was in Hancock and she 


did pay the fines.  Mr. Goerlach asked for a 


motion to have the dog removed from town.  


Mr. McClay said that the dog has to be removed 


from Town by the end of the month and if it is 


not he will impose a $1,000 fine.  Motion made 


by Mr. Prendergast that the decision of the 


Board is that the dog be removed from the Town of 


Lanesborough by Wednesday, July 23, 2008 and he 


will be listed as a dangerous dog and if it is 


seen in Town again then the dog will be picked 


up the and the owner fined, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Bill Decelles updated the Board about the boom-	BOOM-MOWER


mower.  He submitted a proposal to Western Mass 


Electric and they have agreed to the proposal 


except for it being 4-wheel drive. The additional 


cost would be $1,463.  After 5 years the mower 


will belong to the Town. Mr. Goerlach said that 


for about $1,500 the Town will own the mower and 


it will be a 4-wheel drive vehicle.  Mr. Decelles 


said that the cost of the mower if the Town had 


to purchase it would be $100,000.  Mr. Decelles 


said that a schedule will be set up and each of 


the 5 towns have 2 weeks of use on each round of 


the schedule.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


that the town award the bid for $22,571.21 to 


Tri-County for a John Deere 4-wheel drive mower, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Decelles said that the only material bids 	MATERIAL


received were from D. Condron Construction but 	BIDS


the Berkshire County bids were all lower except 


for screened sand.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


to award the bid for screened sand to D. Condron 


Construction, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Decelles said that Rick Newton was the only 	EQUIPMENT


one bidder for equipment, with operator.  Motion 	BID


made by Mr. Prendergast to award the equipment 


bid to Rick Newton, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – JULY 21, 2008 – PAGE 3





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to award the bid 	STREET


for street sweeping to Maintenance Man seconded 	SWEEPER


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	BID





Mr. Decelles said that he did find a lawn mower.  	LAWN MOWER


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the bid 


for a SKAGG mower from Reynolds, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Goerlach asked about mowing at the school.  	SCHOOL


Mr. Boudreau said that neither Rose Ellis nor 	LAWN


the School Committee knows anything about who 


is mowing the lawn.  Mr. Decelles said that 


maybe his part-time help would like to do it, 


since he will be done this week. Mr. Boudreau 


is going to check with Regina DiLego about it.





Mr. Decelles reported that he and Mr. Boudreau 	PUTNAM


met with the Berkshire Regional Planning 	ROAD 


Commission about grants to pay for the Putnam 	BRIDGE


Road Bridge.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has not 


received any new information regarding this.





Mr. Decelles said that he has received a request 	LASTON


to use the town grader from Recreation Committee 	FIELD


to level the football field at Laston Field.  


Mr. Szczepaniak would like to have a town employee 


run the grader.  Mr. Decelles said that he will be 


on vacation and it would have to be Glen Storie to 


do the work. Mr. Decelles said that it should only 


take one day.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 


allow the grader to be used as long as a town 


employee runs it, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Decelles said that the Rathbun footing drain 	ANN DRIVE


has been tied in to the catch basin.





Mr. Decelles said that Condron is working on Olsen 	OLSEN ROAD


Road now but he is running into ledge. 





Mr. Decelles said that he is meeting with a 	MOUNT


representative from DCR Tuesday morning at 	GREYLOCK


8:00 a. m. on Rockwell Road and Quarry Road 


to check out any damage to the road since the 


work on Mount Greylock started.  Mr. Goerlach 


is going to be present at the meeting.
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Mr. Decelles presented the Board with a list of 	CHAPTER 90


Chapter 90 projects he would like to start; crack 	PROJECTS


sealing and guardrail replacement. Motion made by 


Mr. Prendergast to approve the Chapter 90 list, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast said that there is a washout on 	BILLINGS


Billings Street, Mr. Szczepaniak said on Swamp 	STREET


Road as well.  Mr. Decelles will check out the 


area.





Mr. Decelles said that he will have a report at 	REPORTS


the end of the month for work that has been 


completed and what he anticipates to do the next 


month.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he spoke with 


Chief Bashara and he would also like to come in. 


Mr. Szczepaniak suggested doing this at a 


Thursday meeting.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the Bailey Road 	BAILEY


property.  Mr. Decelles said that the pipe is 	ROAD


working well; but the driveway is very beaten 


down and that is why the pipe has created the 


increased height of the driveway.  Mr. Decelles 


said that he has ordered 4 pipes and he will 


replace the culvert to reduce the height of 


the driveway.  





Mr. Prendergast asked about the 4-day workweek.  	4-DAY


Mr. Prendergast asked what Mr. Decelles will be 	WORKWEEK


doing.  Mr. Decelles said that he is working a 


4-day week as well.  





Mr. Goerlach said that there were branches down 	STORM 


on the weekend.  Mr. Decelles said that they 	DAMAGE


picked up everything Friday night except the 


branches that had wires involved. Mr. Goerlach 


asked him to make sure there is room to pass 


on the roads.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the June 16, 2008 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  Motion 


made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the minutes 


of the June 16, 2008 executive session, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.
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Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the July 7, 2008 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  Motion 


made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the minutes 


of the July 7, 2008 executive session, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau said that the state health department 	BEAUDOIN


has become involved with the Beaudoin problem.  


Mr. Beaudoin was issued a summons to appear before 


the Berkshire County Housing Court and he has 20 


days to respond.  In the process Mr. Boudreau 


reported that he found out that the Town does not 


have a Constable.  So the Town has to pay the 


Sheriff to serve papers.  Mr. Boudreau looked up 


the state statutes regarding constables and reported 


to the Board the limits of a Constable’s power.  


Mr. Szczepaniak volunteered to be Constable.  


Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Szczepaniak would have 


to put his interest in becoming Constable in writing. 





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with thank 	THANK YOU


you letters to be signed that will be sent to 	LETTERS


Mr. Webb and the EMT’s.





Mr. Boudreau said that he received an opinion 	PAINTING


from Town Counsel about sole-proprietor’s not 	TOWN HALL


having to pay prevailing wages unless they are 


hauling gravel. So the Town can hire a sole-


proprietor to paint town hall.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board a letter to 	TOWN AUDIT


sign to Mr. Scanlon regarding the Town audit.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has received Town 	BAKER HILL


Counsel’s opinion regarding the Baker Hill 	ROAD


Road District appointments, stating that a 	DISTRICT


Selectman can be appointed if he is made a 


special municipal employee and then the 


Selectman can receive the stipend.





End Administrator’s Report





�
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Mail:





Check in the amount of $3,590 received from 	REIMBURSEMENT


the Department of Revenue for reimbursement of 	COST OF 


1/2 of the cost of removing the underground tank 	REMOVING


at Town hall.	OIL TANK





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to allow Berkshire 	ROAD 


Gas Company to install a new gas service at 17 	OPENING


Narragansett Avenue, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Deb 	SENIOR


Decelles to the Senior Center Building Committee, 	CENTER


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	COMMITTEE





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Gae 	CULTURAL


Elfenbein to the Cultural Council of Northern 	COUNCIL


Berkshire, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Letter received from Holly Goodrich regarding a 	DEAD TREES


problem with the sugar maples in front of her 	BAILEY RD


property on Bailey Road.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


he feels they are on private property. Mr. Decelles 


said that there are no pins showing the boundary 


so without a survey there is no way to tell if they 


are on private property. Mr. Decelles said that he 


gave Ms. Goodrich a number for the electric company 


and Mr. Girard’s number as well. Mr. Prendergast 


suggested a letter asking the electric company if 


they can take them down.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


the Tree Warden can make that request.  Mr. Boudreau 


will take care of calling the Tree Warden.





Letter from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	MPO


regarding the MPO meeting Thursday, July 24, 2008 	MEETING


at 5:30 p.m. at the Dalton Town Hall. The commission 


is requesting an alternate MPO representative be 


appointed from the Town of Lanesborough.  


Mr. Prendergast will attend this meeting, because 


Mr. Szczepaniak will be out of town.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


will do it in the future.





End of the Mail
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Old Business:





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast vote to exempt John 	SPECIAL


Goerlach from the provisions of Mass G. L. Chapter 	MUNICIPAL


268a, Section 20 seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 	EMPLOYEE


Unanimously voted. Mr. Goerlach abstained from this 


vote.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast vote to exempt 


Bill Decelles from the provisions of Mass G. L. 


Chapter 268a, Section 20 seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that the Chief Bashara asked 	POLICE


to keep the old cruiser as backup.  Mr. Goerlach 	VEHICLE


said that he thought it was the one with 


transmission problem.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that it 


is not the car.  Mr. Goerlach said that we have 


already committed to give the car to Chief Durfee so 


that he can use it instead of his personal vehicle.  


Mr. Prendergast asked that Chief Bashara come in 


and discuss this matter, since there are 7 police 


vehicles.





Mr. Prendergast regarding Mr. Sinopoli’s sidewalk. 	SINOPOLI’S


Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Boudreau to speak with 	SIDEWALK


the building inspector to find out if the sidewalk 


meets with ADA requirement. Mr. Goerlach suggested 


getting Scott Stevens up here to meet at the same 


time.





Regarding Scott and Laurie Leslie’s request for a 	STREETLIGHT


streetlight on Sunrise Street.  Mr. Decelles said 	SUNRISE ST


that there are a couple street lights. Mr. Tinkham 


said that he lives down there and there are woods 


in that area and there is a road coming out of the 


woods there and there is a lot of traffic and it 


is very dark.  Mr. Prendergast suggested taking a 


survey. Mr. Szczepaniak said that there is a light 


on route 8 that sits very low and serves no purpose.  


Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the police could make a 


report on what lights are out.





Mr. Prendergast said that there is a bill from the 	GUERTIN


town attorney, which also includes the cost of the 


Guertin Elkerton legal action.  Mr. Prendergast 


would like to see a separate list so that we can 


keep tract of the cost.
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Mr. Goerlach asked about the issue at the Mountain 	MOUNTAIN


View fence issue.  Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Haupt 	VIEW


said that there is no way to force someone to put up 


a fence. Mrs. Armstrong is going to put up 


“No Trespassing Signs”.





Mr. Boudreau said that the building inspector has 	MOUNTAIN 


several issues with Mr. Shirley. Mr. Haupt said 	VIEW


that he was not aware that the cabins were being 


rented out. There have been no certificates of 


occupancy issued.


 


Mr. Goerlach noted for the record that the Baker 	BAKER HILL


Hill Road District appointment is for 3 years.	ROAD 





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak stated that he is on the Senior 	SENIOR


Center Building Committee.  The Committee awarded 	CENTER


White Engineering the contract to do the site 


plan as they were low bidder.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the first meeting 	BAKER HILL


of the Baker Hill Road District. Mr. Goerlach 	ROAD


said that the name change was approved.  	DISTRICT


Mr. Tinkham reminded the board that the police 


agreement with the mall expires this year.  The 


meeting is on Friday, July 26, 3 p.m. Mr. Prendergast 


will be at the meeting.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.


