


January 17, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 6:30 p.m.





Rich Cohen, Chairman of the Lanesborough Elementary 	SCHOOL


School Committee to answer questions about the 	UNION


reorganization plan for the school union.  


Mr. Prendergast stated his concerns about the 


cultural differences and attitudes of the two 


towns. Mr. Cohen responded that the philosophy 


of education is the same in both towns and that 


the communities of Lanesborough and Williamstown 


have more in common in relation to size of 


community and size of schools than Lanesborough 


has with Richmond, New Ashford and Hancock. 


Ms. Elfenbein said that she has worked successfully 


with the Williamstown community for many years 


on various committees and she is in favor of the 


union with Williamstown. Mr. Goerlach asked if 


any discussion had made about working out a new 


arrangement with Richmond to balance the voting 


arrangement within the current union.  Mr. Cohen 


responded that Richmond has not indicated any 


interest in negotiating changes.


 


Stephanie Michalak, a Lanesboro resident, 	PETITION


presented a petition with 137 signatures 	AGAINST


opposed to the new union.  Mr. Cohen noted that 	NEW SCHOOL


there are many inaccuracies in the data presented 	UNION


in the petition.





Mr. Prendergast asked about having the 	SCHOOL


Lanesborough teachers meet the Williamstown 	UNION


superintendent.  Mr. Cohen state that such a 


meeting is already scheduled to take place 


before any vote taken by the School Committee. 





Bill Decelles, Highway Superintendent, stated that 	BAILEY ROAD


he is okay with Mr. Macht’s proposal to solve the 


water problems on Bailey Road.  Mr. Macht reviewed 


what has transpired to this date.  Mr. Macht said 








SELECTMEN’S MEETING – JANUARY 17, 2008 – PAGE 2





that he is agreeable to piping into the catch basin 	BAILEY ROAD


with the town’s okay and he will take care of all 	CONT’D


the work. He also stated that if the Mr. Decelles 


wants to he can inspect the work.  Mr. Prendergast 


stated that it is clear that the water problem on 


Mrs. Lazarovich’s property was an issue before they 


she bought the property.  Mr. Macht agreed that it 


was a problem before he sold the property to 


Mrs. Lazarovich and he wrote her a letter assuring 


her that it would be corrected. Mr. Decelles said 


that Mr. Macht would also have to put a new culvert 


under Mrs. Lazarovich’s driveway and reopen the swale.  


Mr. Prendergast asked that Mr. Decelles find out 


what needs to be done to get this problem resolved.  


Mr. Prendergast said that he does not feel the Town 


is responsible for putting the culver under the 


driveway but the Town can take care of the swale.   


Mr. Boudreau read a letter that was received by him 


from Mr. Hickey of the Conservation Commission 


regarding the Conservation Commission’s findings 


after visiting the property. The Board will meet 


with the Conservation Commission regarding this matter.





Mary Reilly met with the Board to go over the warrant 	WARRANT


for the special Town Meeting.  Mr. Boudreau explained 	SPECIAL


that the Finance Committee will move articles 1 through 	TOWN


4.  Mr. Boudreau said that he will move Article 5; 	MEETING


Articles 6 & 7 will be moved by Finance Committee. The 


Selectmen will move Articles 8 & 9 which are the storm 


water by-laws.  Mary Monahan Burgess from EarthTech 


will be present to explain the by-laws and answer any 


questions.  The Finance Committee will move Articles 


10 &12.  Articles 13 & 14 will be moved by the Planning 


Board.





Deb Decelles, Win Newton, Al Hartheimer, Bob Erickson 	SENIOR CENTER


and Gae Elfenbein of the Senior Center Building 


Committee were present to discuss what is necessary 


to move forward on the Senior Center.  Bill Stevens 


who is also on the committee could not meet tonight.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that the way this is going the 


Town will probably go with a modular unit and have 


spoken with a company out of Connecticut. The building 


would be approximately 2,700 sq. foot building and 


also using green technology, there are a lot of grants 


available.  Mr. Boudreau explained the steps that are 


necessary to follow before applying for the grant 
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money.  The committee will be working with Tom Webb. 	SENIOR CENTER


There is a need for a site plan and the request would 	CONT’D


have to be made at a town meeting; but before that 


can be done we need information from the modular 


company.  Mr. Goerlach asked if the committee is 


going to look at future uses for the land.  Mr. Newton 


said that he is looking to keep the senior center near 


the edge of the property and that would leave a lot 


of property left.  Mr. Boudreau said that the access 


for the senior center would probably be off Prospect 


Street and far from any wetlands.  The committee is 


going to have their first meeting Tuesday, 


January 29, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.





Ryan McCormick to review his responsibilities as 	ANIMAL


Animal Control Officer.  Mr. Boudreau explained that 	CONTROL


the kennel at Town Hall does not meet code at this 	OFFICER


time any strays will have to be brought to the Eleanor 


Sonsini Center.  Mr. McCormick agreed to clean the 


kennel out and buy supplies.





Town Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has a meeting set up 	POLICE


with the Police Association on February 4 at 10:00 	CONTRACT


a.m. regarding the contract negotiations.  Attorney 


Dupere will be at the meeting as well as the union 


representative.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a report 	BERKSHIRE


from John Olander about the Berkshire Spring for 	SPRING


the Board’s review. Mr. Prendergast abstained from


the discussion. There needs to be some maintenance 


done on the spring house.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


the Town needs to install a shut off valve on the 


public water pipe, so that it can be shut off when 


there is a contamination problem.





Mr. Boudreau presented the board with proposed 	PERMITS FOR


applications and permits for storm drain connections 	STORM


for the Board to review and there will be a 	DRAIN


discussion at the next meeting.  These pertain to 	CONNECTIONS


the new by-laws.





End Town Administrator’s Report�
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Mail:





Mr. Prendergast read letters from the mall 	EARTHTECH


regarding EarthTech’s last explanation with 


copies to EarthTech.





Letter from the Commonwealth Department of 	WORKER’S


Industrial Accident reminding the Town that 	COMP


they must obtain a Workers’ Compensation 	AFFIDAVITS


Insurance Affidavit prior to releasing licenses 


or permits to any business.





Letter of resignation from Michael Klinger.  	RESIGNATION


Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept Michael 	OF PART-TIME


Klinger’s resignation as a part-time police 	POLICE 


officer, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 	OFFICER


voted.





MassHighway Public Hearing Transcript of the 	ROUTE 8


Route 8 redesign hearing that was held at the 	REDESIGN


Berkshire Union Chapel on November 15, 2007. 





Letter from the Water District regarding the 	WATER


fact that they have been notified by DEP that 	DISTRICT


the Water District manual does not meet state 


standards. 





Notice from the Assessors Office regarding 	EXEMPTIONS


new procedures for property exemptions.  


Mr. Bean would like to make the exemptions for 


the elderly more expansive.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he and Bruce Durwin 	EMT COSTS


have done a more in depth analysis of the EMT 


costs.  There will be a need to take in 


approximately $8,000 for six months to keep the 


ambulance manned.  Mr. Prendergast said that 


the manager of the mall would like to come in 


to speak with Mr. Boudreau and Mr. Durwin 


regarding the ambulance.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to appoint to the 	COMMUNITY


Community Access Commission Tammi Haines, Matthew	ACCESS


Martini and Bess Tinkham for 3 year terms;	COMMITTEE


Gordon Zaks, Douglas Webb and Katherine Westwood 


for 2 year terms; Donald Wagner, Susan Wagner, 


Thomas Ostrowski and Ron Tinkham for 1 year terms, 


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.
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Notice of a Mount Greylock Advisory Council 	MOUNT


executive committee meeting to be held 	GREYLOCK


January 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.





Citizens Participation form filed by Diane 	RECREATION


Cappadona requesting that she be appointed 	COMMITTEE


to the Recreation Committee.  Ms. Elfenbein 


asked that the Town Secretary find out how 


many members are already members of the 


Recreation Committee before the Board appoints 


any one else.





Department of Transportation notice a public 	PUBLIC


hearing on January 31, 2008 in Boston regarding 	HEARING


the investigation of Berkshire Gas Company.	GAS COMPANY





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission meeting 	BRPC


notice for their meeting to be held Thursday, 


January 17, 2008.





Zoning Board of Appeals Notice of Approval of 	ZBA HEARING


the petition filed by Mr. and Mrs. John Salvini 


for their property on Superior Street.





Old Business:





Mr. Goerlach update on trees. Mr. Friend talked 	TREES


with the homeowner and Mr. Goerlach said that he 	NORTH MAIN


will contact the electric company to take down 


the trees.





The Board would like to speak with the treasurer 	TREASURER


about the problems that she is continually finding 


since she has taken over the job.





New Business:





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the January 7, 2008 meeting as amended, seconded	MINUTES


by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to continue the meeting 	CONTINUED


to Tuesday, January 22, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at the 	MEETING


Lanesborough Elementary School, seconded by 


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.


