January 5, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment - 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Mark Seigers on behalf of the Baker Hill Road 	ROUTE 7/8


District to update the town for the Route 7/8 	CONNECTOR


Connector Road.  The new road signs have been 	ROAD


received and put up. They are in the final phases 


of finishing the designs on the road.  They are 


pushing to have the finalized project design 


submitted by March 1, 2009.





Rob Reilly as town moderator regarding the 	TOWN 


protocol for the town meeting notice.  He wanted 	MEETING


to remind the board that there is procedures to 


follow.





Karen Rosier regarding Berkshire Cooperative 	BERKSHIRE


water works. She received an e-mail dated 	SPRING


December 23, 2008 from Senator Downing regarding 


the availability of grant funds, but the dead 


line was January 2, 2009.  Mr. Boudreau suggested 


contacting USDA directly to come to the town to 


meet and discuss what funds are availability from 


them.  Mr. Prendergast explained that they are a 


public water supply but a private coop so the town 


can apply for them.  The estimated cost of replacing 


the pipes is $250,000. Mr. Prendergast also 


suggested contacting Rural Water.





Parking Ticket Hearing Jules Alcorn received a 	PARKING


ticket for parking in a handicap parking space on 	TICKET


Christmas Eve.  Mr. Alcorn explained the situation 	HEARING


with the way the parking lot was plowed.  Sgt. 


Sorrell explained that he spoke with Officer Lepicier 


who attested to the fact that he wrote 4 tickets that 


day and he would not have written a ticket if there was 


no violation. Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to reduce 


the ticket from $100.00 to $50.00 based on the fact 


that it was difficult to see the markings, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – JANUARY 5, 2009 – PAGE 2





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the December 22, 2008 meeting,  	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Finance Committee 	WINTER


cannot make a decision tonight regarding a winter 	ROADS


roads override because they do not have a quorum.  	BUDGET


They are going to call another meeting on Thursday. 	OVERRIDE


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve to over 


expend the winter roads budget contingent upon the 


Finance Committee approving the transfer, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Town 	HAMI’S


Counsel and they suggested having a hearing to 	


request an entertainment permit for a private 


party.  Mr. Hamilton will be in on January 15, 


2009 to request permission to hold a private party  





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Chief 	MARIJUANA


Bashara regarding the new marijuana laws. The Chief 	LAW


stated that he is putting together a by-law for the 


Annual Town Meeting to help his department enforce 


the law.





Mr. Boudreau said that he wants to talk about 	BOARD OF


the appointment of Regina DiLego to the Board of 	ASSESSORS


Assessors.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that MassHighway is 	CONNECTOR


submitting the Mall Road project and Baker Road 	ROAD


District is also submitting the Mall Road project 


for consideration under the Federal stimulus 


program.  Mr. Boudreau spoke with Mark Moore and 


was told that the only project in Berkshire County 


ready to go to bid is the Route 7 & Route 8 


Connector Road.  Earthtech is going to submit a 


project request for the sewer project.





Mr. Prendergast asked if we had heard from Mayor 	SEWER


Ruberto regarding the sewer agreement.  	AGREEMENT


Mr. Boudreau said that he has not heard anything 


since the October meeting with Mayor Ruberto.





End Administrator’s Report 
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Mail:





Note from Sharon Vincent member of the Berkshire 	BERKSHIRE


Brushes thanking the town for the use of the 	BRUSHES


community room.  They enclosed a check in the 


amount of $300.00 for the town.  Mr. Prendergast 


thanked Ms. Vincent and the Berkshire Brushes for 


their donation.





Letter from the Board of Assessors regarding the 	OVERLAY


amounts they agreed to release from the Overlay 


Reserve Account into the Overlay Surplus account 


as follows: FY2000, $466.59; FY2001, $524.06; FY2002, 


$593.95; FY2003, $2,849.29; FY2005, $8,422.46 and 


FY2006, $32,000.00.  These are available funds that 


can be used by the town and will be used at the 


Special Town Meeting.





Letter regarding emergency services.





MassHighway new price adjustment requirements in 


the bond bill.





Letter from Belanger’s including the letter sent 	WATER


to the Water district out lining the damages 	DISTRICT


sustained in the past.  Mr. Prendergast stated that 


the insurance company has agreed to pay the damages 


minus a 40% depreciation on the driveway.  


Mr. Prendergast said that he believes that the work 


has been done by the Belanger’s so this will be 


reimbursement for work already done.  





Letter of resignation from Judy Gallant as Town 	TOWN HALL


Hall Janitor effective January 19, 2009.  	JANITOR





Letter from MassHighway approving the use of 	CHAPTER 90


Chapter 90 money for the survey work of Wabun, 


Wabasso and Bena Streets.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak the telephone pole that has 	POLE


been replaced on Potter Mtn. Road has not 


been taken down. 
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Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there was any progress in 	PARA-


the contract negotiations for the paraprofessionals' 	PROFESSIONALS


contract.  Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the Williamstown	CONTRACT Paraprofessionals have the same pay scale.  


Mr. Boudreau said that they are set up differently. 


The Williamstown teachers and paraprofessionals 


are separate bargaining units.





Mr. Szczepaniak regarding the sign problems in the 	ZONING


town.  There are still problems with the Zoning 	BY-LAWS


By-laws.  Mr. Szczepaniak asked if we could get an 


opinion from town counsel regarding the zoning for 


business use.  The Board suggested having a meeting 


with the Planning Board.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the letter to the 	PONTOOSUC


City of Pittsfield regarding the lake. Mr. Boudreau 	LAKE


said that he will send it out this week.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about dispatch sharing with 	DISPATCH


Dalton.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has several 	SERVICES


discussions with Ken Walto and Chief Bashara.  Chief 


Bashara is going to supply police data to Ken Walto.  


Mr. Boudreau will ask Chief Durfee for his call data 


as well.





Mr. Prendergast said that we still have not resolved 	FIRE DEPT.


the reimbursement issues with the Fire Department.  


Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Durwin could meet with the 


Board on the 15th.





Mr. Prendergast reminding the Board that he would 	ALGONQUIN


like Algonquin be included on the next group of 


streets to be surveyed for acceptance.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau had written 	VERIZON


a letter to Verizon regarding the generator issue.





Mr. Prendergast said that he had gotten a couple 	OCEAN &


of complaints regarding a culvert on Ocean Street 	PROFILE


that has not been working. Mr. Goerlach said that 


it was abandoned years ago.  Mr. Prendergast asked 


that Mr. Boudreau speak with Mr. Decelles to see 


if the town has an easement to reopen the culvert.  


Mr. Goerlach said that there is a catch basin on 


Profile Street.
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Mr. Prendergast said that he received a complaint 	LONGVIEW


from someone on Longview Road the water ran down 	ROAD


the center of the road.  Please asked Mr. Decelles 


to check on the culverts.





New Business:





Mr. Goerlach reported that Pittsfield Fire 	PITTSFIELD


Department has offered Mutual Aid to Lanesborough 	FIRE DEPT.


immediately respond to any fire reported in 


Lanesborough.





Mr. Goerlach reported that there was an accident 	ACCIDENT


on the Mall Road and there was a fatality during 	MALL ROAD


the last snow storm.  Mr. Goerlach asked that the 


Chief be informed so that it is reported.  These 


reports help in getting the work done on the road.





Mr. Hartheimer asked if any one had applied for 	BOARD OF


the vacancy on the Board of Health.  No one has.	HEALTH





Mr. Stevens Finance Committee regarding the winter 	FINANCE


roads account.  Mr. Stevens said that we need to 	COMMITTEE


bring the account up to what it was last year first.  


Mr. Stevens said that they had a discussion with 


Eric Kristensen of the Assessors regarding the 


overlay account.  Mr. Kristensen feels that it is 


going to go up every year. Mr. Stevens is 


estimating that next years free cash will be in 


the neighborhood of $300,000, so now he will only 


have to look for $80,000 instead of 180,000.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he things that state aid 


will be cut before the end of FY09 year.





Mrs. Brower said that she has put together 	VOC ED


information for Voc Ed because no one is going 


to do it. Mr. Stevens said that in the past the 


superintendent made the decisions about Voc Ed 


but it is not in their job description and is 


not going to be done by the superintendent.  This 


will become the Town Administrator's and Selectmen's responsibility.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.	


