February 25, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment: 7:00 - 7:15





Mr. Tim Hamilton declined the position of Animal 	ANIMAL


Control Officer because of the amount of money.  	CONTROL


Mr. Hamilton volunteered to help out until the end 	OFFICER


of the fiscal year.





No Minutes





Mail:





Copy of the letter to Doug Webb, after discussion 	DOUG WEBB


the Board asked Mr. Boudreau to make changes and 


then send out the letter.





Memorandum from Brackett & Lucas regarding Wetlands 	TOWN


Enforcement Fines and Civil Penalties, it was noted 	COUNSEL


that this was also sent to the Conservation Commission.





Brochure from The Association For Community Living.





Old Business:





Mr. Goerlach asked about the warrant for 	ANIMAL


reimbursement to the Animal Inspector for the 	INSPECTOR


GPS unit he purchased.  Mr. Boudreau reported 


that he had left a message for Craig Swinson to 


call and explain this request.





Ms. Elfenbein asked Mr. Boudreau what is involved 	ACCEPTING


in getting a warrant article for town meeting for 	STREETS


accepting streets.  Mr. Boudreau reported that 


Mr. Decelles is going to make a recommendation about 


which streets the Town should accept.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he has started putting together the 


warrant articles.





�
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Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Mrs. Avery.  	DRAINAGE	


Mr. Prendergast said that it sounds like she is 	ALGONQUIN


inundated with water.  Mrs. Avery said that 	STREET


there is a ditch that is filled with water and is 


emptying in her yard and she has water in her 


basement because of it.  Mr. Durfee said that the 


ditch was created by the water run off. Mr. 


Prendergast asked that Mr. Boudreau be sure to 


speak to Mr. Decelles about this problem.





Mr. Goerlach asked if the town had received an 	BAILEY


answer about 18 Bailey Road from Town Counsel.  	ROAD


Mr. Boudreau said that he did not call Town Counsel 


because he knows what Gary Brackett will say. “It 


is the Board’s decision and they can state they 


believe that that this is in the public’s interest” 


and handle it anyway they wish.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the availability of job 	JOB


descriptions for everyone in town.   Mr. Boudreau 	DESCRIPTIONS


said that there are generic job descriptions that 


have not been accepted by the Board.  Ms. Elfenbein 


said that the Town Accountant could do the ones 


for the collector/treasurer offices.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the sidewalk issue 	ROUTE 7


that Mr. Sinopoli complained about.  Mr. Boudreau 	SIDEWALKS


said that he forwarded Mr. Sinopoli’s letter to 


MassHighway.  Mr. Prendergast asked that Mr. Boudreau 


and tell them that the Board would like the problem 


addressed.





Attorney Mark Seigors from Berkshire Mall asked 	GUERTIN


that the Board keep the Baker Hill Road District 	ELKERTON


apprised of the progress of the lawsuit filed 


against Guertin Elkerton.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the Town’s mileage 	MILEAGE


reimbursement policy.  Mr. Boudreau stated that 	


the current reimbursement is 30 cents per mile.  


This will be discussed further at the next meeting.





New Business:





Ms. Elfenbein stated that in the past few years 	BULKY


there has been a bulky waste collection held the 	WASTE


Saturday between the Town Meeting and the election 	COLLECTION


and she asked about setting a date of May 17, 2008.
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Mr. Prendergast opened the hearing for the All 	LIQUOR


Alcohol License for Hami’s, Inc. to be opening 	LICENSE


in the former Derek James Casual Dining location.  	HEARING


Mr. Hamilton said that there will be limited 


entertainment on Friday and Saturday night and 


that his plans are to have primarily a restaurant 


so the nightclub law does not apply. Chief Durfee 


explained how the law works.   Mrs. Reilly, who 


lives next door to the location, expressed her 


concern regarding the parking issue, but she said 


that she has already spoken with Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 


and she is satisfied with their discussion.  Motion 


made by Mr. Goerlach to approve the new license, 


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Chief Durfee said that heard that there is a 	AUTOMOTIVE


automotive repair garage going in behind the 	REPAIR


Chinese restaurant and wanted to know if any one 	SHOP


had heard about it.  He is not sure the location 


is approved for that type of business.





Board of Assessors, Glen Bean, Eric Kristensen 	ASSESSORS


and Rich Wade to go over articles for the Annual 


Town Meeting Warrant. First increase the income 


and asset limitations to the elderly exemption 


officially known as Clause 41C 1/2.   This will 


update these limits which were set in 1987 and 


rendered virtually useless by the last 20 years 


of inflation.  For example in 1987 we approved 


42 Clause 41 exemptions, but only 7 Clause 41C 


exemptions in 2007.





Secondly adopt the local option to set the minimum 	PERSONAL


personal property account at $10,000 value.  This 	PROPERTY


proposal would reduce the number of personal 	TAX


property accounts by 85%, but only reduce the 


total value of personal property taxed by 7%.  


The result would be to stop billing 294 disgruntled 


personal property taxpayers who pay average bills 


of $8-12 per quarter and to eliminate all the 


reconciliation work done on these bills by the 


Tax Collector and Assessors’ Clerk. The most 


surprising outcome of this proposal is that it is 


almost revenue neutral.  Although the 294 accounts 


nominally generate $10,600 in tax revenue, because 


of $1,600 in abatements and $4,800 in non-payments, 


they only generate $4,200 in actual tax payments. 
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This is a ridiculously small amount of income for 	PERSONAL


all the effort involved with managing these accounts, 	PROPERTY 


and represents less than a penny on the tax rate.	TAX CONT’D





Mr. Bean would like to appropriate $1,070 to update 	ASSESSORS


the work station and computer software for the 	FY09


Assessor’s clerk. the board suggested putting this 	BUDGET


amount in their regular expenses, but to check with 


the Finance Committee first.





Mr. Bean is also looking for approval for a 	WARRANT


warrant article for new maps because of the 	ARTICLE


addition of new homes in town.





Town Administrator’s report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he heard from Craig 	ANIMAL


Swinson regarding the GPS.  Mr. Boudreau said 	INSPECTOR


that he told Mr. Swinson to put a memo together 


to explain why he needs a GPS system.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing on going 	SESSION


litigation, and reconvene to open session, 


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.   





End Town Administrator’s report





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded 	MEETING


by Ms. Elfenbein meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.	ADJOURNED








