March 8, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 - Public Comment





Al Hartheimer presented the Board with a copy of 	SPECIAL


his letter regarding the land value taxation with 	TOWN


a request for a special town meeting with 204 	MEETING


signatures.  Mr. Prendergast asked why there should 


be a special town meeting, which will cost the town 


additional funds that are not budgeted.  Mr. 


Hartheimer feels that the additional time will be 


needed to discuss the matter. Mr. Prendergast asked 


for an explanation as to why the letter was only 


sent to 200 people who would save money. The Board 


feels that it should have been more clear as to where 


the letter originated.  Mr. Boudreau said that the 


people he spoke with thought the letter came from the 


town.  Mr. Goerlach asked if this method was the legal 


way to obtain signatures.  Mr. Boudreau said that the 


language in the petition should be very clear as to 


what people are signing.  The Board will get a ruling 


as to the legality.





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a draft of 	FIRE CHIEF


a vehicle use policy for the Fire Chief for their 


review. Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to accept 


the vehicle use policy for the Fire Chief as drafted, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with additional 	STREETS


information from Town Counsel regarding plowing and 


maintenance of unaccepted streets.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been looking into 	MANAGEMENT


having a town management study done.  Mr. Boudreau 	STUDY


presented the Board with a copy of a study done in 


1993, which recommended adopting a town administrator 


form of government. The study also suggested having 


an appointed treasurer and collector.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that he received a call 	HIGHWAY


from the Highway Superintendent today stating 


that he will be borrowing equipment for town use.  


The equipment is being donated by John Goerlach.





End Administrator's Report





Mail:





Curb cut request made by Joe Trybus for Alice 	CURB CUT


Avenue.  Mr. Goerlach is abstaining from the 


voting because he involved in the project.  Motion 


made by Mr. Szczepaniak to grant the curb cut to 


Joe Trybus for property located on Alice Avenue, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Prendergast, yes; 


Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; Mr. Goerlach abstained.





Curb cut request for Stormview, the Board would 	CURB CUT


like to know from the Highway Superintendent what 


work has already been done before allowing the 


new permit.





Letter from DCR regarding their interest in 	DCR


approximately 125 acres of land in Lanesborough 


located at the far end of North Main Street to add 


to the Mount Greylock reservation.  DCR requests a 


signed waiver of the 120-day notice.  The Board 


approved and signed the waiver.





Letter from Berkshire District Attorney’s Office 	LASTON


regarding the judgment against Michael J. Eagan for 	PARK


damage to Laston Park.  The letter states that the 


defendant submitted to facts sufficient and the case 


was continued to February 23, 2011 upon the conditions 


that the defendant pay $5,000 in restitution to the 


Town and will also be responsible for costs over and 


about the $5,000, completes 50 hours of community 


service (which will be arranged by Chief Bashara) and 


pay a $90.00 victim/witness fee. The Town has received 


the $5,000.  The Town will have to wait until the snow 


is gone before estimates can be obtained.





Letter of invitation from WMECO to their annual 	WMECO


informational meeting dinner on Thursday, March 25, 


2010 at 5:30 p.m. at Zucchini's Restaurant in 


Pittsfield. Mr. Goerlach and Mr. Szczepaniak will 


attend.
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Letter from Richard Astle requesting appointment to 	RECREATION


the Recreation Committee.  Motion made by Mr. 


Prendergast to appoint Richard Astle to the 


Recreation Committee, Seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak.  


Unanimously voted.





Letter from DEP stating that Berkshire Spring has 	BERKSHIRE


been returned to compliance.	SPRING





Letter from DEP regarding Berkshire Spring stating 	BERKSHIRE


their findings of Technical Deficiency for the 	SPRING


permit application. Boudreau said that all the 


information requested was sent in.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he will contact DEP and discuss this matter.





Letter from Travelers Surety Company regarding 	CHARTER


the cancellation of the Charter Communications' 	CABLE


Bond effective March 21, 2010.  





Letter received from Charter telling the town about 	CHARTER


the Travelers cancellation stating that there was no 	CABLE


need for a bond under the current contract.  Mr. 


Boudreau will do further investigation.





Notices from the Massachusetts Department of 	UTILITIES


Public Utilities regarding hearings scheduled 


for Berkshire Gas and Western Massachusetts 


Electric Company.





Berkshire Regional Planning Board asking for 	BRPB


2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program 


- Input.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to amend the 	POLICE


language of the January 20, 2010 Selectmen's 	DEPARTMENT


meeting as follows: Mr. Stevens asked “What 


governing body is responsible for the staffing 


level of the Police Department, and the number 


of vehicles in use?” The Board stated that it 


is usually decided by the voters at the town 


meeting, as was the case with the last addition 


to the force.  Mr. Stevens said that there are a 


lot of police cars. The cars themselves do not 


cost the Town anything but maintenance and gas do. 


Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there was any way to get 


a study done to compare costs of our Police 


Department with other communities, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
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Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the February 22 2010 meeting, seconded  	MINUTES


by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.   





Old Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the pump repairs for 	HIGHWAY


the Highway Department vehicle.  A new pump would 	DEPARTMENT


have cost $1,400 the cost of the repairs in the 


amount of $700 included diagnostics to find out 


what needed.  





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the furniture. 	FURNITURE


Mr. Prendergast said that furniture was donated 


to the United Way who will distribute.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked again about the signal 	ROUTE 8


arrows which are not working at the intersection 


of Route 8 and Old State Road. Mr. Boudreau will 


call again tomorrow.





Mr. Prendergast said that there is a sign of	CONNECTOR


working starting on the Partridge Road detour for 	ROAD


the Connector Road.





Mr. Prendergast said that there is another bill 	ELEMENTARY


in the warrant for work on the furnace at the 	SCHOOL


Elementary School.  Mr. Boudreau said that he and 	FURNACE


Mr. Goerlach will be seeing Rose Ellis tomorrow.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the sign for	MEADOW


Mr. Williams to help control the duck feeding 	LANE


problem on his property located on Meadow Lane.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he had Mr. Decelles check 


out the cost of the signs.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that Mr. Williams said that he would pick up the 


cost and we should ask him to do so because there 


is no more money in the Highway Department Budget.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there has been any 	CRUISERS


reimbursement for the cruisers used in detail 


work. Mr. Boudreau will check with Mr. Durwin.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked that a letter be sent to 	DOT


DOT asking why the Director did not come out and 


speak with us.
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Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the funding for the 	MT.


furnaces for Mount Greylock Regional School.  Mr. 	GREYLOCK


Tinkham said that the furnaces have been installed 	SCHOOL


and are functioning. Mr. Tinkham said that Bob 	FURNACES


Ericson is following up on the letter and looking 


into other sources for funding.





Mr. Prendergast asked if there had been a change 	TOWN


in the order of the articles in the warrant for 	MEETING


the Annual Town Meeting.  Mr. Prendergast wants 	WARRANT


to put the regional agreement article to the end 


of the town meeting.  Mr. Boudreau will do that.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau about Chapter 	CHAPTER


90 money available for Greylock Estates Road.  	90 FUNDS


Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Mr. Decelles 


and he is putting together a list of projects for 


this year.





Mr. Goerlach asked how the money for the 	LASTON


reimbursement for the damage to Laston Park will 	PARK


be handled.  Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Durwin 


has a special accounts for judgments awarded to 


the Town it will not be put in the General Fund 


and will only be used for the park.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously Voted. 	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 


