November 20, 2008





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Sr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:30 p.m.





Public comment - 6:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.





Attorney Mark Seigers and Joe Scelsi from the Mall 	PITTSFIELD


asking if there was any progress in getting a new 	SEWER


Sewer Agreement with Pittsfield and if there was 	AGREEMENT


any news about the lawsuit against Guertin Elkerton.  


Mr. Boudreau explained that he has not received 


anything from Pittsfield although it is supposedly 


ready.  Mr. Boudreau also explained that he had 


e-mailed Gary Brackett about the lawsuit and has 


not heard from him.





Attorney Seigers reported that they had a meeting 	ROUTE 7/8


in Boston regarding the road redesign stating that 	CONNECTOR


Boston is talking about some changes in the plans 	ROAD


and hopefully they won’t change anything on the 


plans.  If they do not make any changes the mall 


is ready to go to bid on the Route 7 & 8 Connector 


Road project.





Ron Tinkham regarding the E & D funds for Mt. 	MT.GREYLOCK


Greylock that have been approved.  If it is 	E & D


applied to the capital for the roof it will reduce 


the obligations for the communities for future 


budgets.  The funds have to come back to the 


communities and then there is an option to go to 


town meeting and vote the funds to be applied to 


the bond or keep the funds to offset the Town budget.   


Mr. Boudreau reported that if the Town votes at 


town meeting to return the funds to the school to 


be applied to the roof, it has to be as a gift.  


Mr. Stevens said that the amount would be decided 


upon by the percentages paid in by each Town.  


Mr. Stevens feels that it will be between $30,000/


$40,000.  The total that comes back to the two 


towns is $98,414. Mr. Stevens said that it should 


come back to the Towns in the same percentages as 


it was paid in.  Mr. Stevens said that he still has 


not received the information he asked for regarding 


how much paying this amount on the roof will change 


the interest rate.  Mr. Boudreau said that he will 


get the information that the Finance Committee needs.
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Ron Tinkham presented the Board with an 11-year 	MT.GREYLOCK


history of the amount of additional operational 	OPERATING


budget amounts to for Mt. Greylock.  Mr. Tinkham 	BUDGET


explained that there are different ways to 


apportion the money.  Currently it is by student.  


Mr. Boudreau said that the bottom line is that the 


State decides what the minimum contribution from 


each town is going to be based on a specific formula. 


Additional money can be apportioned according to 


the way the towns want to do it.  Mr. Tinkham stated 


that the School Committee is recommending that the 


Selectmen issue a memo requesting negotiations to 


decide the apportionment.  Mr. Boudreau suggested 


sending a letter to Williamstown asking for 


renegotiation and when they reject the suggested 


then this will all stop. Mr. Goerlach suggested that 


Mr. Tinkham speak with Fred Dupere and then the Board 


will send a letter.





Mr. Prendergast said that the Town doesn’t seem to 	TOWN


have a system for contacting the attorneys and the 	COUNSEL


fees are escalating.  Mr. Boudreau said that there 	FEES


is a system; he speaks to the attorney. Mt. Greylock 


calls on its own.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has 


reduced the amount for the next year’s budget.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the November 10, 2008 meeting as amended,  	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak.  Unanimously voted.  


Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to accept the minutes 


of the executive session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes. 


Mr. Prendergast abstained because he had recused 


himself from the Executive Session.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mike McClay received a 	DOG


phone call from some one in Hancock Dallas has 	COMPLAINT


been picked up because he was chasing children 


and he still has the tags issued by the Town of 


Lanesborough.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the Beaudoin dogs 	BEAUDOIN


and Mr. Boudreau said that there has been no 	DOGS


further action taken.





Mr. Boudreau said that the electricity contract 	ELECTRICITY


with Constellation expires this month and he is 	RATES


getting bids.  Mr. Boudreau stated that it looks 


like the new rate will be about $.10 per kilowatt 
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hour.  We are currently paying .072 cents.  Mr. 	ELECTRICITY


Boudreau said that as part of the whole 	RATES


deregulation of electricity, the Town can go out 


to bid for the whole Town.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


he has been dealing with a risk management group 


and they have been working on this, there is an 


opportunity to save everyone in town money. So he 


is only going to sign a 1-year contract with 


whoever is the lowest bidder.  The Board approved 


Mr. Boudreau looking into getting a deal for the 


whole town.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has been speaking 	BOARD OF


with Ed Fahey and he has found out that there is 	HEALTH


a local by-law saying that the Board of Health 	INSPECTIONS


has to be present for all inspections.  The state 


says that they do not have to be present for all 


the inspections.  The Board of Health is going to 


make the by-law more flexible.  Ed Fahey is asking 


for 2 days notice to go out on an inspection. 


Mr. Prendergast suggested letting contractors know 


that Tuesdays and Thursdays are the days that 


Mr. Fahey is available.  May Hickey said that it 


may evolve where Mr. Fahey is available on other 


days for inspections. Mrs. Hickey said that the 


Board of Health is going to do a needs assessment.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he got a phone call 	TRENCH


from the State today on the new trench safety 	SAFETY


regulations. Someone wanted to know who was 


appointed to oversee the enforcement of the 


regulations.  The Board has not yet appointed 


anyone else.  It was originally slated to go into 


effect January 1, 2009 but it has been pushed back 


to March 1, 2009.  Mr. Boudreau asked who we would 


appoint to this position.  Mr. Szczepaniak suggested 


the Fire Department.  Mr. Boudreau said that that 


is the way most towns are going.  Mr. Goerlach said 


that the Fire Department is all volunteer and the 


only time they would be available to inspect is if 


there is a problem and the Fire Department 


volunteers cannot go during the day. Mr. Boudreau 


said that the Selectmen could issue the permits and 


the Highway Department would inspect. Mr. Boudreau 


will make copies of the letter for the Board to review.





Mr. Boudreau said that he received a call from Lee 	BELANGERS


Hauge today received a notice from the insurance 


company is going to cover the Belangers’ problem, 


but the insurance company is going to cover the 


cost minus 40% depreciation on the driveway because 
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the driveway is over 20 years old.  Mr. Boudreau 	BELANGERS


said that Lee Hauge said that the insurance company 


is paying $3,000. Mr. Prendergast said that the 


driveway costs $6,000. Mr. Goerlach said that if 


the Belangers go to their homeowners insurance 


company they will pay and they will go after the 


town’s insurance.   





Mr. Prendergast said that he would still like to 	WATER 


have the Water Department in here to discuss this 	DEPARTMENT


problem because it will occur again.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been working on the 	PUTNAM 


grant for Putnam Road and it will be going out 	ROAD COST


tomorrow. The cost estimates have come in at 


approximately $300,000. The Town is responsible 


for a 25% match. The Town is committed for $75,000, 


which will come out of Chapter 90 money and can be 


spread out over 2 years.





End Administrator’s Report 





Mail:





Letter from Lanesborough School Committee 	LANESBOROUGH


complaining that the paraprofessionals were 	SCHOOL


invited to meet with the Selectmen and objecting 	COMMITTEE


to the fact that the Selectmen went into executive 


session to discuss collective bargaining.  


Mr. Boudreau read the entire letter into the 


minutes, copies can be obtained at Town Hall for 


all that are interested in seeing it. Mr. Goerlach 


said that he spoke with Rose Ellis and told her that 


the Selectmen would like to have an invitation to a 


meeting, but there needs to be a meeting. Mr. Goerlach 


asked if they can make the executive session minutes 


available to the School Committee. Mr. Boudreau said 


that there is no reason not to. Mr. Goerlach said that 


there is some confusion.  Mr. Goerlach said that in 


speaking with Rose Ellis it seems that the reason there 


is a need for a mediator because no one wants to negotiate.  


Mr. Szczepaniak asked what can be done to get the process 


moving.  Mr. Boudreau said that he feels that once the 


mediation process starts it will move quickly.  


Mr. Prendergast said that he wants the School Committee 


to know that he was not involved in the executive 


session.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that he has received e-mails 	SKATEBOARD


from a couple of people regarding having skateboard 	RAMPS


ramps in Town. They requested that the Town pay for 


the construction of the ramps and provide a place 


to building them.





Copy of a letter from Mr. Boudreau to Peter Niles 	MINER ROAD


regarding the miner road bridge project. Mr. Boudreau 


said that he spoke with Mr. Decelles about the project 


being pushed back until 2012. Mr. Decelles said that 


“it won’t last that long”.





Hampshire Council of Governments regarding affordable 	ELECTRICITY


electricity for the town.





Copy of a letter sent by S.K. Design Group to DEP 	DEP


Wetlands and Waterways regarding property at 185 


Narragansett Avenue owned by Mark Messana.





Letter from the Office of the State Inspector 	SURPLUS


General regarding procedures regarding the sale 	SUPPLIES


of Town owned surplus supplies.  the only things 


we have that are more than  $5,000 would be a 


vehicle and they are usually traded.





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission notice of 	BRPC


their December 4, 2008 annual meeting to be held 


tonight.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked about the wash out on 	PETRICCA


Partridge Road Mr. Boudreau said that he called 	PARTRIDGE


and since nothing has been done he will send a 	ROAD


letter to Petricca.





Mr. Szczepaniak stated that Bill Decelles asked 	SIGNS


him about the signs for the Cemetery on Ann Drive.  	ANN DRIVE


Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Decelles has put them 


on order.





Mr. Goerlach stated that the dog vehicle was not 	DOG


returned 3 days in a row. Mr. Boudreau reported 	OFFICERS


that Mr. McClay said that he had to pick up a 	TRUCK


deer and it had to be cleaned out before he brought 


it back.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that Mr. McClay 


needs to be informed that someone at the Town needs 


to know where the dog vehicle is.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he has spoken with him before but he will again.  
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Mr. Goerlach said to let Mr. McClay know that there 


is a pressure washer at the garage to clean it out.





Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with Mr. Decelles 	MOWING


regarding the mowing at the school.  Mr. Decelles 	SCHOOL


said that he never said that he would mow the school 	PROPERTY


property, that he got the mower because the Recreation 


Committee requested a mower and it was decided that 


it should be purchased by the Highway Department.





Mr. Goerlach said that he received a call from Zen’s 	ZEN’S


regarding signs.  They put out some temporary signs 	SIGNS


to advertise specials and the Building Inspector told 


him to take them down.  Mr. Goerlach asked if there 


were any changes in the zoning by-laws regarding signs. 


There is no consistency in the way it is handled. 


Mr. Goerlach said that he would like to get some 


wording about auxiliary signs and temporary permits 


for the rest.  Mr. Goerlach asked again that the 


Building Inspector come in to meet with the board.





New Business:





The Selectmen set their meetings for December as 	DECEMBER &


7:00 p. m. Monday December 8th and 22nd and 6:30 p.m. 	JANUARY


Thursday, December 18th.  January meetings at 7:00 	MEETINGS


p.m. on Monday January 5th and 26th, Thursday, 


January 15th.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.	


