January 28, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Judith Turtz regarding parking hearing regarding 	PARKING


#5195. Ms. Turtz referred to her letter explaining 	TICKET


the reason she neglected to post her handicap 	HEARING


placard. Mr. Prendergast cautioned Ms. Turtz that 


this will be the only time the fine will be waived 


in Lanesborough and the rest of the state is also 


clamping down on parking in handicap spaces without 


a placard displayed. Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to waive the parking fine, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the January 17, 2008 meeting as amended, 	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.





Mail:





MMA Action notice regarding Governor Patrick’s 	STATE


fiscal 2009 budget proposal.	BUDGET





Copy of the MMA’s DVD on Revenue Sharing. 	MMA





Letter from Kathy Larson outlining her concerns 	SCHOOL


regarding the proposed change in the school 	UNION


union.





Letter from Thomas Voison of North Main Street 	VOISON


regarding the loss of .6 acres of his land.  	


Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Mr. Voison 


and advised him that he should speak with Pat 


McColgan the surveyor and the Assessors.  


Mr. Boudreau explained that the survey the town 


had done shows that the town owns .6 of an acre 


of Mr. Voison’s property.  The Town does not want 


or need this small acreage for the senior center 


project.
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Received a request from Western Mass Electric 	WEMCO


for a pole hearing regarding the installation 	POLE 


of 1 pole on Brodie Mountain Road.  The Board 	HEARING


set, Thursday, February 21 at 7:30 p.m. as the 


date and time.





The Board set their February meeting dates as 	FEBRUARY


Thursday, February 21 at 6:30 p.m. and Monday, 	MEETINGS


February 4th, 11th and 25th at 7:00 p.m.





Received a request from Deb Decelles requesting 	RECREATION


that the Board of Selectmen enlarge the number of 	COMMITTEE


the members of the Recreation Committee to 13 and 	


appoint Diane Cappadona.  Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to expand the Recreation Committee 


by 2 to 13 members, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to appoint Diane Cappadona to the Recreation 


Committee, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.





Correspondence received from the Berkshire County 	PLUMBING


Plumbing and Gas Inspectors Association requesting 	FEES


an increase in fees to $55. Mr. Boudreau offered 


to speak with the plumbing inspector about the fee 


structure.





BRTA notice of meeting to be held January 31, 2008 	BRTA


at 4:00 p.m. 


	


Notice from Massachusetts Department of Revenue 	FREE CASH


stating that the amount of available funds or 


“free cash” as of July 1, 2007 is $686,698, the 


Sewer Enterprise Funds is a minus of $2,357 and 


the Ambulance Enterprise Fund is $151,945.  


Mr. Boudreau explained that the amount of “free 


cash” is larger because in 2006 there was a 


shortage.  Mr. Boudreau would like to see the 


Finance Committee put a substantial amount of 


these funds in stabilization.  Ms. Elfenbein 


asked if the Sewer Commission is working on 


fees.  Mr. Boudreau said that they are supposed 


to be working on fees and fines schedule.





Notice from Board of Health regarding a public 	PUBLIC 


hearing to be held February 12, 2008 regarding 	HEARING


proposed regulations regarding Outdoor Wood Fired 	WOOD FIRED


Boilers.  Mr. Tinkham asked if the hearing could 	
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be held in the Selectmen’s office so it will be 	PUBLIC


a live broadcast.  Mr. Boudreau said that the 	HEARING


community room down stairs in the town hall is 	CONT’D


wired for live broadcast as well as the 


Selectmen’s office.





Letter from Lauren Gaherty of the Berkshire 	BRPC


Regional Planning Commission congratulating 


the town and the members of the Open Space 


Committee on the open space plan that has been 


submitted to the state.  Mr. Prendergast asked 


that a letter of thanks be se3nt out to the 


members of the committee.





Received a notice from MIIA regarding a credit, 	MIIA


Mr. Boudreau asked them to apply to the next 	CREDIT


fiscal year’s premium.





Correspondence from the Housatonic Valley 	HOUSATONIC


Association asking that Lanesborough become 	VALLEY


a member.  The fee is $250.00.  Ms. Elfenbein 


asked if this should be a line item.  The Board 


suggested making it a line item for the FY09 


budget.





Letter from the Commonwealth’s Department of 	CABLE


Telecommunications and Cable announcing that 


they will be transferring telephone service and 


some of their numbers will change.





Town administrator’s report





Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Deb Decelles 	SENIOR


about the senior tax write off program and it 	WORKOFF


does need to be changed from $7.50 per hour to 	PROGRAM


$8.00. Mr. Boudreau said that the wording should 


be changed to minimum wage because it will change 


again. Mr. Boudreau reported that he also asked 


Ms. Decelles if the town needs to expand the 


program.  Mr. Boudreau suggested increasing the 


amount of money available for the program.  This 


money comes out of the Assessor’s overlay account 


and is raised in the recap sheet.  Ms. Elfenbein 


suggested sending a memo to the Finance Committee 


stating that the Board is going to increase the 


amount.   Mr. Prendergast asked how many people 


take advantage of the program.  Ms. Elfenbein 


stated that she would like to see the recycling 
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program operated one afternoon a week as well as 	SENIOR


on Saturday morning.  Mr. Boudreau said that will 	WORKOFF


increase the recycling budget.  Motion made by 	CONT’D


Mr. Goerlach to change the senior work off hourly 


rate language to read minimum wage, seconded by 


Ms. Elfenbein. unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Win Newton was 	SENIOR


approached by Joseph Szczepaniak asking to be 	CENTER


appointed to the Senior Center Building Committee.  	BUILDING


Mr. Boudreau is going to find out if Mr. Szczepaniak 	COMMITTEE


is available during the day.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a report 	EMT


of the cost of the EMT’s.  This information has 	COST


been presented to Joe Scelsi and Mark Seigors of 


the mall and they had all their questions answered.  


With 2 EMT’s on each week day x $15 per hour x 80 


hours a week 1/1/08 6/30/07 $34,200 in salaries.  


There were approximately 24 calls so far this year. 


The program will not pay for itself without some 


other source of revenue.   Mr. Prendergast wants 


to talk to the mall again about some help.





Mr. Boudreau wanted to talk to the Board about 	GOVERNOR’S


the article that was in the Eagle about the 	FY09 


increase in local aid. The article spoke to a 	PROPOSED


much larger amount of local aid than was really 	BUDGET


received.  The net result of the chapter 70 and 


lottery money we would be getting $65,000 more 


this year, but the governor’s budget is not what 


we rely on.  Mr. Boudreau said that he is budgeting 


state aid as level funding until the House 


releases its budget.





Mr. Boudreau said that late last week Ryan McCormick	ANIMAL


resigned as dog officer and we need a new one again.	CONTROL


Mr. Boudreau was asked to approach the gentlemen on	OFFICER


Meadow Lane to see if he is interested.  Mr. Boudreau 


asked if Mr. Goerlach would provide coverage until a 


new dog officer is appointed and he said that he would.  


Mr. Goerlach said that he will also speak to the 


Hamiltons.  Mr. Boudreau asked about budget figures 


and said that he is planning on level funding it.  Mr. 


Goerlach said that he thought we were going to 


increase it so that we could get a second dog 


officer to cover.  The Board suggested increasing 


the line item to $6,000 for FY09.
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Mr. Boudreau asked if the board had a chance to 	PERMITS


look at the procedures for the storm water drainage 	STORMWATER


permits.  Mr. Boudreau said that he will draft one.  


Mr. Boudreau suggested a permit fee of $50.





Mr. Boudreau asked about the Selectmen’s salaries 	SELECTMEN


for the up coming fiscal year. Mr. Boudreau said 	SALARIES


that employees at town hall are putting in for 3 


or 4%.  





Mr. Boudreau said that he received a call from 	GREYLOCK


John Anthony from Maxymillian to let the Town 	ROAD


know what is going on with the Greylock Road 	PROJECT


project.  Mr. Anthony said that they will be 


working through the winter and they have received 


their permit from DEP for the portable batch plant.  


Mr. Anthony also stated that they expect to this 


side of the mountain done this summer.  





Old business:





Mr. Goerlach stated that the Conservation 	BAILEY 


Commission is meeting next Monday, February 4, 	ROAD


and he would like to meet with them regarding 


the Bailey Road situation.





Mr. Goerlach reported that he contacted Western 	TREES


Mass Electric Company regarding the trees on 


North Main Street and has not heard back.





Mr. Goerlach wants to make sure that we meet 	BUDGET


with the Finance Committee about budget requests 	REQUESTS 


before the warrant is prepared for the town 	FY09


meeting. Mr. Boudreau said that there are several 


big numbers that he does not have yet. Mr. Boudreau 


said that we can start the process.





Mr. Prendergast would like the school principal 	SCHOOL 


to be invited to the meetings with the Finance 	UNION


Committee regarding the budgets.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Joe Scelsi is going to 	EMT


get back to the town with money from pyramid for 	COSTS


the EMT costs.  Mr. Boudreau said that we will 


hear from them and that he thinks that the mall 


will come back with some figure.
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Mr. Prendergast stated that we have been talking 	TREASURER


about meeting with Nancy Giardina, Town Treasurer 


about the problems she is having.  Mr. Prendergast 


reported that he spoke with her and she stated that 


she would prefer not to speak to the subject during 


an open meeting.   Ms. Giardina said that she would 


prefer to speak with one of the Selectmen about her 


concerns. Ms. Elfenbein said that Ms. Giardina should 


be speaking with the Town Accountant, Bruce Durwin. 


Mr. Boudreau said that she does keep Mr. Durwin and 


him in the loop with her concerns.  Mr. Prendergast 


suggested she meet with Mr. Durwin and then 


Mr. Durwin bring the issues before the Board.





Mr. Prendergast still wants to have some information 	UNEMPLOYMENT


regarding the unemployment paid out to Mr. Webb.  	INSURANCE


Mr. Prendergast said that the original letter from 


Ms. Giardina stated that it was not appropriate and 


we should get an explanation from Mr. Webb.





New Business:





Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Boudreau could look into 	CEMETERY


grants for helping the Cemetery Committee meet 	EXPENSES


expenses.  Mr. Boudreau said that there was a grant 


available but he will have to check to see if it is 


still available. 





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with 	TOWN 


Mr. Tinkham regarding the sound problem at the 	MEETING


annual town meeting. Mr. Prendergast would like 


to make sure everyone that attends the town 


meeting can hear what is going on. 





Mr. Boudreau asked the Board to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing contract 	SESSION


negotiations.  Mr. Prendergast explained that 


after the executive session is done, they will 


reconvene to open session and close the meeting.   


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to go into executive 


session for the purpose of discussing contract 


negotiations and to reconvene to open session, 


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. Goerlach, yes; 


Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.  





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to adjourn, seconded 	MEETING


by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted. Meeting 	ADJOURNED


adjourned at 9:30 p.m.


