October 26, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Andy Hogeland and Robert Erickson from Mt. 	MT.GREYLOCK


Greylock Building Committee, speaking to the 	BUILDING


repairs to the high school.  The state is going 	COMMITTEE


to fund 54.16% of the total costs of all the 


repairs and there is a block grant to help with 


the replacement of the boilers.  The school cannot 


apply in their own name but the towns can.  


Lanesborough and Williamstown can ask for grants 


up to $150,000 each.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


to apply for the $150,000 grant, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Jim Torra asking about the status of the work 	SPRING


on Spring Street.  MR. Prendergast said that he 	STREET


has not heard from Brian Harrington from DEP.  


Mr. Prendergast said that we cannot do anything 


without conservation Commission.  Mr. Prendergast 


asked if Mr. Szczepaniak said that he will call 


Mrs. Oparowski again about putting hay bales on 


her property to stop some of the water.





Brenda Vella explained that she is not going to 	V’S DOG


have a lot of entertainment.  Motion made by 	HOUSE


Mr. Prendergast to allow the entertainment 


license, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.





Scott and Laurie Leslie of Sunrise Street 	STREET


regarding their request that a street light be 	LIGHT


installed on the pole located on the property 	SUNRISE


line between 49 and 51 Sunrise Street.  There is 	STREET


no street light from the Shepards' house to the 


Tinkhams' house on Sunrise and it is a very dark 


stretch of road. Mr. Prendergast explained that 


adding lights to the streetlight grid becomes 


expensive.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that there is 


a light on Route 8 that sits down in a hole and 


is it not serving any purpose.  Mr. Boudreau will 


check out the cost of adding a light.
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Officer Timothy Sorrell said that Mr. Donahue 	PARKING


has a placard and a copy of Certificate of 	TICKET


Registration.  Since Mr. Donahue has not shown 	HEARING


up the Board will discuss the matter further 


during new business.  If he doesn't show up by 


the end of this meeting Mr. Szczepaniak said that 


he does not want to dismiss the ticket.  Officer 


Sorrell said that he is willing to dismiss.








Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept 	ASSESSOR’S


Richard Wade's resignation as Assessor with 	RESIGNATION


regrets, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to appoint 	TAX 


Richard Wade as Assistant Treasurer/Tax 	COLLECTOR


Collector effective October 29, 2009, 


seconded by M. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to appoint Glen 	ASSESSOR


Bean to as Assessor to finish Richard Wade's 


term as Assessor effective immediately, seconded 


by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  The Board 


of Assessors agreed.





Animal Control Officer, Mike McClay to respond to	ANIMAL


questions asked by Mr. Szczepaniak about the cost 	CONTROL


of repairs to the Animal Control Vehicle.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Condron about 


the cost of the repairs.  Mr. McClay said that he 


was cited by the State Police for no inspection 


sticker. Mr. McClay said that if the truck is not 


run it will not start and the tires go flat.  


Mr. Goerlach said to go to Sayers to get some new 


rims. Mr. Szczepaniak said to get a night switch 


installed on the battery so that he can turn it 


off completely so that it will not be dead when he 


needs it for a call.  The Board asked that in the 


future he come in with a list any major repairs to 


be done before he has them made.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he will speak with Mr. Decelles about keeping 


the vehicle available for Mr. McClay's use.
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Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that there have been amendments 	CONFLICT


to the State Ethic's commission regarding the 	OF 


conflict of interest law.  All Town employees and 	INTEREST


volunteers get a copy of the conflict of interest 	LAWS


law and submit to the Town Clerk.





Notice in the mail about the noise by-law and 	BY-LAWS


the change in the annual town meeting law have 	APPROVED


been approved by the Attorney's Office.  	BY STATE


Mr. Boudreau presented the board with a draft of 


the citation to be handed out when there is a 


violation of the noise by-law.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has been speaking 	LASTON


with Mark Froio and Bill Laston and Jason 	PARK


Grossfield, Town Counsel regarding an alternate 


right of way for Mrs. Mach across the Laston Park.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that Lee, Lenox have 	ROOM TAX


implemented a room tax and asked what the 


Board of Selectmen think about it.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that it will have to go to a town meeting.  


The DOR's estimate is $10,000 annually it would 


amount to about $21,000 annually for the town if 


there were still 4 motels but with only 2 in town 


we are looking at $10,000.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


he is in favor of a room tax but not a restaurant 


tax.  The town needs to look to other sources for 


revenue.  Mr. Boudreau said that he thinks there 


will be another mid-year state aid cut.





Mr. Boudreau reported regarding the Berkshire 	BERKSHIRE


Spring that Atwell and Butler are tied into a 	SPRING


joint well.  There is only 1 house still on the 


spring.  All the residents have installed the 


UV systems.  The Town of Lanesborough has to 


employ a certified operator for 1 house.





End Administrator's Report





Mail:





Copy of a letter from Bill Stevens to the 	WATER


Lanesborough Fire and Water District regarding 	DISTRICT


the water problem and the lack of notice to the 


members of the district.  Mr. Prendergast said 
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that the notice absolutely meets the letter of 


the law.  The have 30 days to notify the residents.





Letter from Charter Cable with a drawing of the 	CHARTER


drop box. The board said that they are going to 	CABLE


have it installed between the library book drop 


box and the library bench.  Will be checking with 


the Librarian before doing that.





Letter from John Ryan of Guntlow & Associates 	CHURCHILL


regarding the drainage problems on Churchill 	STREET


Street.  Mr. Ryan states in his letter that he 


advises against the proposed diversion of water 


on Churchill Street because it will increase runoff 


toward Potter Mountain Road.





Copy of State law stating that a tax collector 	TAX


cannot simultaneously hold the office of assessor. 	COLLECTOR





Letter from Richard Jones, Sr. of Balance Rock 	SCREENING


Road regarding the status of the HUD project on 	PLANT ON


Kowchuk Drive.  He reported that he sees what 	KOWCHUK


appears to be a screening plant there and a 


Gheeleher Enterprises tri axle dump truck moving 


screened topsoil from Kowchuk to the Newton gravel 


operation on Potter Mountain Road. The Board said 


that this inquiry is under the jurisdiction of the 


Building Inspector.  The Board asked Mr. Boudreau 


to forward the letter to the Building Inspector handle.





End Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Goerlach explained that the Ford Explorer owned 	FORD


by the Police Department was not traded in on the 	EXPLORER


new cruiser. Local businessmen bought the vehicle 


and donated it to the Fire Department.  The Fire 


Department, registered and insured it for a year.  


The Fire Department then asked that the town accept 


the Ford Explorer as a gift to the town by the Fire 


Department to be used by the Fire Chief.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked when the construction of Old 	OLD STATE


State Road will start.  Mr. Boudreau said that it 	ROAD 


will start next week.  Mr. Boudreau said that 	PROJECT


Petricca will start Churchill Street project this 


week.  Churchill Street has an October 30 deadline.  
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Mr. Boudreau said that this should not be a problem 


as long as they are both done this season.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the guardrails on 	GUARDRAILS


Narragansett Avenue have been straightened out.  


Mr. Boudreau will check with Mr. Decelles.





Mr. Prendergast asked if the letter from Mark 	MALL


Seigors had been sent to Brackett & Lucas.  


Mr. Boudreau said yes.





Mr. Prendergast reported that the times for 	HALLOWEEN


Trick or Treating were extended this year.  


There have been several complaints and concerns 


expressed to him.  Mr. Prendergast stated that 


the Board has spoken to Chief Bashara and he 


said that he has extra officers on for the night 


and he does not expect any problems.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Boudreau had received 	SPEED 


the paperwork about changing speed limit signs.  	LIMITS


Mr. Boudreau reported that Chief Bashara did some 


research on the speed limit signs in town.  


Mr. Boudreau summarized the law.  There are several 


roads in town that speed studies should be made 


so that the speed limits can be set.


 


New Business:





Mr. Prendergast said that the Town received a 	MALL ROAD


letter from Representative Guyer regarding the 


legislation that he wants to file regarding the 


Mall Road.  Representative Guyer asked that a 


letter come from the Town stating that we have 


received his letter and are discussing the matter.





Mr. Prendergast stated that he has received 	BERKSHIRE


several calls from Chris Hodgkins regarding 	WIND POWER


Silverleaf and the Berkshire Wind Power issue.  


Chris Hodgkins would like to meet with the Board 


again.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the parking ticket. 	PARKING


The Board said that since Mr. Donahue did not 	TICKET


show for the hearing the fine stands at $100.
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The Board set their meeting dates for November 	NOVEMBER


set as follows: Monday, November 9, 2009 at 	MEETINGS


7:00 p.m.; Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 6:30 


p.m. and Monday, November 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the October 14, 2009 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to enter into 	EXECUTIVE	


Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 	SESSION


ongoing litigation and reconvene to open session 


to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.  Mr. Prendergast, yes; 


Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes.      





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.





