December 17, 2007

Present:
Ms. Gae Elfenbein



Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.
Public Comment Period: 

Chief Bashara requested the Board to accept Fair Labor 
FAIR LABOR

Act 207K effective January 1, 2008.  Chief Bashara 
ACT 207K

explained that it is the law now and he will have to 

implement it whether the Board approves it or not.  The 

Board took it under advisement and will review the 

information Chief Bashara left before making a decision.  

Chief Bashara also spoke to the issue of comp time.  He 

stated that he has never had a problem with granting it.  

Mr. Prendergast opened the liquor license hearing by 
TRANSFER

reading the public notice as it appeared in the 
WINE & MALT

Berkshire Eagle as follows: Notice is hereby given 
PACKAGE

that an application for a transfer of a year-round 
LICENSE

Wine & Malt Package Store License has been filed 
SUNRISE CAFE

with this Board by Ramona Hamilton dba Sunrise Café, 

address 545 South Main Street, Lanesborough, MA. 

The premises located at 545 South Main Street, 

Lanesborough, MA. Said application will be considered 

at a meeting of this Board at the Newton Memorial 

Town Hall, Lanesborough, Massachusetts at 7:15 p.m. 

on December 17, 2007. Board of Selectmen Acting as 

Local Licensing Authority By William Prendergast, 

Jr., Chairman.  After discussion and there being no 

objections. Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to transfer 

the license as requested, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 

Unanimously voted.

Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. Boudreau reported that the Special Town Meeting is 
SPECIAL TOWN

scheduled for the 22nd of January. There will be 2 
MEETING

storm water by-laws to act on and there will have to 
WARRANT

be a public hearing before the Special Town Meeting.  

The Board set a hearing time and date as 8:00 p.m. on 

January 7, 2008.  Mr. Friend asked when warrant articles 

have to be in.  Mr. Boudreau said as soon as possible.
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Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with the Lipton Energy 
ENERGY

exempt certificates to be signed by the Chairman of the 
EXEMPTIONS

Board.

Mr. Boudreau reported that the tires purchased from 
ANIMAL 

City Tire in November were for Chief Bashara’s 
CONTROL

vehicle, even though the invoice said Police 
TRUCK

Department/Animal Control. Mr. Prendergast asked 

about the tires on the animal control truck.  

Mr. Boudreau reported that Bill Decelles indicated 

that 2 tires are very bad and two are good shape.  

Mr. Goerlach saw the vehicle and said that he told 

them to buy snows if the Highway Department feels 

they are needed.  

Mr. Prendergast asked again about severance pay 
SKUBEL

for Mr. Skubel but the rest of the Board would not 

agree to that.

Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Jessie 
MAPLE 

Wirtes and Mr. Wirtes has confirmed that he has 
TREE 

no intention of tapping town trees any more.  
TAPPING

Mr. Boudreau said that he will inform the Tree 

and Forest Committee.

Mr. Boudreau asked about the Mutual Aid Agreement 
MUTUAL AID

that was signed at a previous meeting.   Mr. 

Prendergast said that he remembered signing it.  

Mr. Boudreau presented a new agreement to be signed 

and noticed that it also requires the signature of 

the Health Agent, John Olander.

Ms. Elfenbein asked that since Mrs. Kucka’s check 
RETURN FINE

was deposited and the fines should not have been 

imposed could the Town return the funds. The Board 

authorized the return of the money.   

Mr. Boudreau reported that he received notification 
ENERGY

that the state has funds available for energy audits 
AUDIT

for municipalities.   The Board authorized Mr. Boudreau 

to make arrangements to have an audit down on Town 

owned buildings.

End Town Administrator’s Report

William Stevens of the Finance Committee introduced 
MT.GREYLOCK

the members of the Mt. Greylock Long Range Planning 
LONG RANGE

Committee:  Jim Kolisar, Bill Travis and Dave 
PLANNING
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Archibald.  Also present were the other members 
MT.GREYLOCK

of the Finance Committee: L. Ruth Brower, Aaron 
CONT’D

Flynn and Al Terranova.  Mr. Stevens summarized 

the report that the Long Range Planning Committee 

has been working on for the last 18 months. (copies

can be obtained at town hall).  It has been 

determined in the course of the research that 

Mt. Greylock is in line with other regional 

schools in the state.
Mr. Stevens and the Finance Committee also reviewed 
FY09 BUDGET

the FY09 Town Budget. Mr. Stevens has put together a 

projected budget.  Mr. Stevens said that the town does 

not know what state aid will be so it makes it difficult 

to project what funds will be available.   Mr. Boudreau 

said that state aid will probably be level funded again.

The Board informed the Finance Committee about the 
WARRANT

articles that will be on the warrant for the special 

town meeting: replace doors down stairs at Town Hall, 

$5,000 for EarthTech for the waste water management 

study, 2 stormwater by-laws; police health insurance. 

Mr. Boudreau is in the process of putting the warrant 

together.  Mr. Boudreau said that the Board wants to 

be more involved in the budgeting process.

Mr. Prendergast explained about the town funding 2 
AMBULANCE

EMT’s daily (5 days) for the ambulance because AMR 

is going out of business. This will provide coverage 

for the town during the week.  

M. Tinkham said that there was training today for 
GOVERNMENT

the government access channel and they will probably 
ACCESS

need some funding. Mr. Boudreau suggested using town 
CHANNEL

hall expense funds and increasing the Cable Committee 

Budget for FY09.  The Board approved the purchase of 

a VCR for Wednesday night’s meeting.  

Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 
ACCEPTED

of the December 10, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded
MINUTES

by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  Motion made by 

Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the December 10, 

2007 executive session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 

Unanimously voted.
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Mail:

E-mail from Mary Weeks expressing an interest in 
CONSERVATION

serving on the Conservation Commission.  Motion 
COMMISSION

made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Mary weeks to the 
APPOINTMENT

Conservation Commission to complete the term of 

Joseph Davis, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 

voted.

Copy of a letter to William Ballen from the 
DEPARTMENT

Department of Education regarding reports tat have 
OF

not been received by the DOE.  Mr. Boudreau said 
EDUCATION

that he spoke with Mr. Ballen and was informed that 

he was taking care of the matter.

Copy of a letter sent by Mr. Boudreau to Martin 
POLICE

Streit of the Police Association responding to 
ASSOCIATION

the grievance filed by them regarding the health 
GRIEVANCE

insurance snafu and explaining that it will be 

resolved and put on the warrant for the special 

town meeting to be held January 22, 2008.  

Letter from John Olander regarding the houses on 
NARRAGANSETT

Narragansett Avenue. He states in the letter that 
AVENUE

after viewing the property it is the opinion of 

the Board of Health that even though the vegetation 

is overgrown, the properties are not in bad shape.

Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Durwin is putting 
EMT’S

together information regarding the cost of having 

EMT’s for the mall.

In the mail was a letter asking if the Town wanted 
HEROINE

to recommend anyone for the “Unsung Heroine Award”. 
AWARD

Taken under advisement the entry is due 1/14/08

Notice of the Massachusetts Municipal Association’s 
MMA

Annual Business meeting to be held January 12, 2008 

in Boston.

Letter from Mr. Olander to Bill Decelles regarding 
BERKSHIRE

plowing snow near the springhouse in Berkshire.  
SPRING

Mr. Boudreau spoke with Mr. Olander about the 

springhouse and was informed that there is a need 

for repairs to the springhouse and the Town may 

have to pay for these repairs. Mr. Prendergast is 

abstaining because he is employed by the state water 

inspection board.  The Board asked that the coop 
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take care of the repairs to the springhouse. The 
BERKSHIRE

Board suggested at least 50% of the cost of the 
SPRING

repairs be covered by the coop.
CONT’D

Old Business:

Mr. Prendergast asked about the unemployment issue 
UNEMPLOYMENT

that was discussed previously. Mr. Boudreau said 

that the Town does have to pay unemployment to a 

former selectman. Mr. Boudreau said that the 

Treasurer has spent a lot of time on it.  Mr. 

Boudreau will have Ms. Giardina put together a memo.

Mr. Prendergast asked for a report on the 
MT.GREYLOCK

Mt. Greylock School Committee meeting. Mr. Boudreau 

stated that he and Ms. Elfenbein were going to go 

but the weather was too bad. 

Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Bruce 
SEWER

Collingwood and the bottom line is that the 
AGREEMENT

numbers on the original contract are the starting 

point and Mr. Collingwood has taken the EarthTech 

numbers and those are the numbers that will be 

used for the negotiations with the town.

Ms. Elfenbein said that the tax bills have less 
TAX BILL

and less information on them, no break down of the 
INFORMATION

land and the buildings or the amount of acreage.  

Mr. Boudreau stated that he will ask Janice Silverman 

about it. 

Mr. Prendergast asked about the list of EMT’s.  
EMT’S

Mr. Boudreau indicated that he has not gotten the 

information as yet. Mr. Boudreau said that spoke 

with Deb Decelles but she did not have the list.  

The Fire Chief probably has it.

Selectmen set their meetings for January as 
SELECTMEN’S

follows: January 3rd and 17th at 6 p.m., January 
MEETINGS

7th and 28th at 7 p.m. and the Special Town meeting 

January 22, 2008.

Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau had met with 
ANIMAL

Ryan McCormick yet to go over his duties as Animal 
CONTROL

Control Officer.  Mr. Boudreau said that he had not 
OFFICER

yet done so.
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Mr. Prendergast asked about meeting with the 
POLICE

police union. Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke 
CONTRACT

with Attorney Dupere but the attorney had not made 

an appointment to meet yet.
New Business:

Mr. Prendergast reported that William Stevens 
SENIOR

expressed an interest in serving on the Senior 
CENTER

Center Building Committee.  Motion made by 
COMMITTEE

Mr. Goerlach to appoint William Stevens to the 

Senior Center Building Committee, seconded by 

Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Friend said that there are several dead trees 
DEAD TREES

in his neighborhood and he has been losing power 

on a regular basis because of falling branches.  

He stated that he had mentioned it to the Tree 

Warden but has not heard back from him.  He 

believes that most of the trees are on town property.  

Mr. Goerlach said that he would give Mr. Friend the 

name and phone number of the representative from 

Western Mass Electric who is in charge of tree removal.

Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded
MEETING 

by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
ADJOURNED
