April 9, 2007





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. Richard Walsh


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Walsh at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 - Public Comment





Bill Decelles reported that he met with a 	CHURCHILL


representative from Guntlow & Associates regarding 	STREET


design for Churchill Street and they were looking 


for direction about whether or not the town will be 


paving the street after the drainage is corrected.





Mr. Decelles reported that Charlie Durfee is back 	CHARLES


from sick leave with no restrictions.	DURFEE





Deb Decelles presented the Board with a copy of a 	RECREATION


letter to the Fire Chief requesting the Fire 	COMMITTEE


Department participate in the opening day 


celebration on April 28. The Board does not have 


any problem with this.





Michael DiLego, of Hidden Valley Camp stated that 	SCOTT ROAD


because of the water run off from the road he is 	


losing his front lawn. There is a culvert there and 


it is draining right into the campground. Mr. Decelles 


said that there used to be a ditch and it has filled 


in over the years. Mr. Decelles thinks that an 


additional catch basin would take care of the problem.





Ron Tinkham reported that he has a request for an 	WIND TOWERS


appeal hearing because of a decision made by the 


building inspector regarding the wind tower access 


off Brodie Mountain Road.  Mr. Tinkham feels that he 


needs advice from Town Counsel on this matter and asked 


the Board for permission to contact Town Counsel.  


The Board told Mr. Tinkham to call Town Counsel.





Deborah Francome and John Jarvis - regarding the tax 	TAX BILLS


bills. She said that her tax bill has been corrected; 


but she did not like the threatening nature of the 


note on the last tax bill.  Ms. Francome also stated 


that she had read the minutes of the meeting where 


Mr. Durwin stated his concern about reconciling the 


tax figures with the general ledger.  Mr. Durwin, Town 


Accountant, stated that he has been investigating the 
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matter.  Mr. Durwin explained the problems with the 


tax program and the general ledger entries.  Keith 


and Jean Phillips stated that they received a tax bill 


for $14.00 and the threat on he bottom of the tax bill 


to put their property into tax title because they did 


not pay their February bill.





Bruce Durwin reported that Ms. Forgea sent an e-mail 	TREASURER


to Patriot’s requesting a meeting upon Mr. Durwin’s 


request asking what was happening with the abatements.  


Mr. Durwin reported that Patriots was having the 


Assessors’ canceling abatements and asking the 


Assessor’s Clerk to take interest off.  Mr. Durwin 


reported that Lisa Wellspeak, Assessor’s Clerk, went 


to him because she did not understand it and did not 


feel comfortable doing it.  Mr. Durwin reported that 


he told her that it is the tax collector’s job not 


the assessors. A meeting was set up for Patriots Day 


with Patriots and now they want to change the date 


because it is a state holiday and have not set a new 


date. Mr. Goerlach asked that he be informed of the 


date and time so that he can sit in on the meeting. 


Mr. Durwin stated that the representative from 


Patriots that has been handling our account is leaving 


on Friday, April 13, because of budget cuts, and is 


supposed to be training people before she leaves.  


Mr. Walsh asked about contract with Patriots, Mr. Durwin 


said that he has not seen it.  Mr. Walsh asked if there 


is another company that can take this over.  Mr. Durwin 


said that he is going to contact the Town Auditor to see 


if and how they can help the Town reconcile this matter. 


Mr. Goerlach asked if the state had software that the 


Town can use to load information that we know is correct 


and run them simultaneously until we have everything state.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the March 26, 	ACCEPTED


2007 minutes as amended, seconded by Mr. Walsh.	MINUTES


Unanimously voted.





Administrators Report





Mr. Walsh read the following information that was 


left by the Town Administrator for the meeting:





Please sign all three copies of the contract with 	CONTRACT WITH


Brackett & Lucas for the zoning project.  This is 	BRACKETT & 


regarding the re-write of the Zoning By-Laws the cost 	LUCAS


of which is covered by a grant.	





SELECTMEN’S MEETING – APRIL 9, 2007 – PAGE 3





I put the boiler project out to bid last week with bids 	FURNACE


due on May 3rd.





Attorney Masteralexis will be sending Mr. Wirtes a 	TAPPING OF


letter fining him $500 with the prospect of a lawsuit 	TOWN TREES


if he doesn't pay or remove the taps.





Attorney Masteralexis has sent letters to Mr. Newton 	JUNKS CARS


and Mr. Denmark fining them $100 per day with the 


prospect of a lawsuit if the cars aren't removed.





The joint House and Senate Resolution passed last 	FY08 BUDGET


week for more Ch. 70 money would give Lanesborough 


another $38,498. This will help out quite a bit and 


possibly avert any big battles on Town Meeting floor. 


No additional money for the high school. The House Ways 


and Means Budget comes out on Wednesday the 11th so by 


Thursday I should have a pretty good handle on State Aid.





The Finance Committee asked me to get a breakdown 	FINANCE


of insurance cost per Town vehicle. I've provided 	COMMITTEE


you with a copy. Mr. Goerlach questioned the cost of 


insurance for the old police cruisers at $900 per year.  


Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Decelles about the Highway 


Department vehicles that were listed. Mr. Decelles 


said that he will pick up a copy and go over it 


before he leaves on vacation.





I've put together a chart for the teacher contract 	TEACHERS


negotiations showing health insurance costs since FY2000. 	CONTRACT


The figures through 2006 are actual expenditures while 	


the figures for 2007-08 are budgeted. I've provided you 


with a copy. At this rate the town will be shelling out 


over $1M on health insurance by FY09.





Steve Filio is filling out all the required paperwork 	HIGHWAY


and I will set up a drug test appointment for him next 	POSITION


week.





End of Administrator’s Report.





Mail 





Correspondence from The National Arbor Day 	TREE CITY


Foundation congratulating the Town of Lanesborough 


for being named a “Tree City” again this year.
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Correspondence from the Governor’s office stating 	CHAPTER 90


that the Town will be receiving $168,219 in Chapter 


90 money for FY08.





Copy of a correspondence from MassHighway District 	TRAFFIC


Director, Peter Niles, to Chief Bashara asking for 	DETAILS


confirmation of the per hour amount for traffic 


coverage.





Meeting notice from Berkshire Regional Planning 	BRPC


Commission announcing their next meeting to be 


held April 11, 2007.





Copy of a correspondence from Mr. Boudreau to 	TRAVELERS


Joseph Orsucci, of Travelers Insurance Company 


stating that the Town is in the process of getting 


bids for a new heating system at town hall.





Old Business:





Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with Tom Szczepaniak 	MPO


who is the alternate for the MPO meetings and 	MEETINGS


Mr. Szczepaniak has not been receiving calls when 


Ed Goddard cannot attend the meetings





Mr. Goerlach asked why there was no language 	SEWERS


regarding a way to reimburse Mr. Cassata for his 


costs for putting in the sewer line.  Mr. Walsh 


said that he asked that question but at the time 


the sewer commission was not a functioning 


commission and it is an issue that should be 


addressed.





New Business:





Mr. Goerlach suggested sending a letter to the 	SIDEWALKS


state to extend the sidewalk further north. 


Mr. Walsh said that we asked before and was told 


to be thankful for what the Town is receiving.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded by 	MEETING


Mr. Walsh. Unanimously vote. Meeting adjourned 	ADJOURNED


at 8:40 p.m.





