March 3, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment: 7:00 - 7:15





Bill Mangiardi of Ore Bed Road explained that there 	ORE BED


is a lot of runoff from the road and all the new 	ROAD


structures on Ore Bed and Miner Roads.  This 


additional run off has adversely impacted a large 


portion of his pasture.  The Board said that it 


would discuss this with the highway superintendent.





Mr. Mangiardi also said that the someone on the 	SNOW


Highway Department has plowed snow into the end 	PLOWING


of his driveway. Mr. Prendergast said that the 


Board would take it under advisement.





Mr. Prendergast reopened the Pole Hearing that 	WEMCO


was continued from February 21, 2008 regarding 	POLE


the placement of a pole on Brodie Mountain Road.  	HEARING


WEMCO representative said that the new pole is 


10 feet from the pole with transformers on it. 


This is a safety measure to protect their linemen. 


Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to permit the 


installation of a new pole on Brodie Mt. Road to 


provide electric reliability to the Town of 


Lanesborough, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Joe Scelsi and Mark Seigors from the Mall and 	EMT


Chief Durfee regarding the ambulance.  Chief 	COVERAGE


Durfee stated that there have been 16 transports 


since January 1, 2008 during the day.  Ms. 


Elfenbein asked about how much money it generates.  


Chief Durfee said that it is about $400 per call 


($6,800). Mr. Boudreau reported that the cost for 


the EMT coverage since the beginning of the year 


is $7,090. The Town is out a small amount, but only 


if we are able to collect all the fees. Chief Durfee 


feels that we should give this 5 months to see how 


it works out. Chief Durfee also said that if the 


state would change the law about having to have 2 


EMT’s on the rig we wouldn’t have so much trouble 
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with coverage.  Mr. Boudreau asked if any one has 	EMT’S


given any more thought to having subscriptions.  	CONT’D


Chief Durfee said that there is grant money 


available through Homeland Security to fund 


payroll.  Mr. Prendergast again asked Mr. Scelsi 


about funding from the Mall.  Mr. Scelsi said that 


he has put in a request with the owners of the Mall 


and is waiting for a response. The Board would still 


like to speak to a representative from County 


Ambulance.





Ms. Decelles responded to a statement made at 	COMPUTER


the last Selectmen’s meeting saying that the 


computers in her office were on because she was 


running the senior newsletter that day.  


Ms. Elfenbein said that she was aware of that 


and it was not the computer she was referring to.  


Her concerns were the cost of electricity if they 


were left on all the time.





Mr. Boudreau asked Ms. Decelles to update the 	RECREATION


Board about Laston Park.  Ms. Decelles said 	COMMITTEE


that the Recreation Committee and the Bill 


Laston Memorial Foundation are 2 separate 


committees and they have signed on with the 


Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation in hope 


that the there will be an endowment to help with 


the maintenance of the field. Mr. Prendergast 


asked about the lawn mower request that the 


Recreation Committee has made.  Ms. Decelles 


explained that the mower they have in mind comes 


with attachments to drag the fields.  She has kept 


one opening on the senior write off program to take 


care of this work. She does not care which 


department buys the equipment but would like to 


see it housed at Laston Field for easy access.  


Mr. Prendergast said that the Town is looking to 


hire an additional man for the Highway Department.  


Ms. Elfenbein said that she would like to know 


what the liability to the Town is for having 


volunteers running machinery.





Chief John Bartels and Michael McCLay from Dalton 	ANIMAL


regarding the Animal Control Officer position. 	CONTROL


Mr. Boudreau reported that he met with Chief 	OFFICER


Bartels and Mr. McCLay last week regarding this 


position.  Mr. McCLay said that he is Animal 


Control Officer and Animal Inspector for Dalton 
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and he works a 20-hour week.  Mr. McCLay said 	ANIMAL 


that the state is redoing all the animal control 	CONTROL


laws.  In the future it will be under the State 	OFFICER


Agricultural Commission instead of the Board of 


Health.  Mr. McCLay gave the Board a copy of the 


changes to the regulations. Mr. Prendergast stated 


that at the very least the Town needs someone to 


handle the complaints that come in. Chief Bartels 


stated that because Mr. McCLay is proactive the 


complaints are way down in Dalton. Mr. Boudreau 


suggested having a memorandum of understanding 


between Lanesborough and Dalton.  Mr. McCLay said 


that it would be easier if complaints are made 


directly to the Town of Dalton Police Department 


because that is where he is currently dispatched 


from.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the February 21, 2008 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the February 


21, 2008 executive session, seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  


Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the February 25, 2008 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the February 


25, 2008 executive session, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Received a curb cut request from William and Jane 	CURB CUT


Mahon for 60 Bailey Road.  Motion made by Ms. 


Elfenbein to grant William and Jane Mahon a curb 


cut permit for 60 Bailey Road with the stipulation 


that they install a 4 foot blacktop apron that 


is swaled so that water does not flow into the 


road, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Copy of a letter from the Tree & Forest Committee 	TREE


to Jesse Wirtes thanking him for his decision to 	TAPPING


stop tapping the public Maple trees on North Main 


Street.





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission notice of 	BRPC


their March 5, 2008 meeting.
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Copy of the Notice of Planning Board Hearing to 	PLANNING


be held March 10, 2008 to hear the petition of 	BOARD


Jeffrey Loholdt to construct a commercial building 	HEAING


at 738 Cheshire Road.





Received a response from MassHighway regarding 	SIDEWALKS


the problems Mr. Sinopoli is having with his 	ROUTE 7


sidewalk.  MassHighway stated that Mr. Sinopoli 


and other people along the sidewalks need to 


clear the sidewalks themselves. A copy of the 


response will be sent to Mr. Sinopoli.





Old Business:





Mrs. Hickey presented the Board with a copy of 	WOOD FIRED


the wood fired furnace regulations that have 	FURNACES


been ratified by the Board of Health and stated 


that they will need to be approved by DEP before 


it goes into effect.





Mr. Stevens from the Finance Committee to report 	FY09


on the status of their budget meetings.  	BUDGET


Mr. Stevens said that Finance Committee approved 


money to test Berkshire Spring.  Mr. Stevens 


would like to add an article for a sum of money 


to add an additional police officer. Finance 


Committee has decided not to add it to the Police 


Department budget, so that taxpayers at Town 


Meeting will know what the costs are.  Mr. Stevens 


stated that the Finance Committee has not heard 


from the COA regarding additional hours for the 


director.





Town Administrator’s report





Mr. Boudreau said that the town has a tentative 	POLICE


contract agreement with the Lanesborough police 	DEPARTMENT


department and will need to go into executive 	CONTRACT


session to discuss it.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing contract 	SESSION


negotiations and reconvene to open session, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes.   





End Town Administrator’s report
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Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Elfenbein, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Prendergast meeting adjourned 	ADJOURNED


at 9:45 p.m.	








