July 09, 2007

Present: Ms. Gae Elfenbein
Mr. John Goerlach
Mr. William Prendergast Jr.
Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants signed. (Mr. Prendergast abstained 

from signing Fire Department expenses.)

The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.

7:00 - 7:15 p.m. Public Comment

Animal Control Officer Robert Skubel reported that 
ANIMAL

he investigated complaints about a dog on Sunrise 
CONTROL

Street and found there to be no problem. Mr. 

Boudreau said he did not receive any complaints 

in writing from the parties involved as the board 

has asked for at the meeting when the complaints 

were first lodged.

Neil Myers and F. Mark Bashara, speaking as private 
SUMMER

citizens, asked the board if something could be 
STREET

done about a home across the street from theirs 

which they described as an eyesore. The yard is 

full of cord wood which is trucked in and out and 

there may be health code violations. The home has 

been investigated for health issues, according to 

Council on Aging Director Debra Decelles. She 

pointed out that residents cannot be forced to leave 

their homes. Mr. Boudreau will send a letter asking 

the residents to clean up the yard or at least put up 

a fence to shield the wood from neighbors. If anyone 

can provide proof of wood being sold, the building 

inspector will be brought in to investigate as the 

property is not zoned for business use. If stumps are 

being brought in the Conservation Commission should 

be notified.

Minutes for June 25 were tabled.
MINUTES

In response to an inquiry from School Superintendent 
HIGHWAY

William Ballen, Highway Superintendent William 
DEPARTMENT

Decelles said this department would not be able to 

take on mowing school property as they are down a man 

and their summer helper is engaged full-time. He 
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offered to lend the school a 48-inch mower that he 
HIGHWAY

uses as back-up and suggested the school could hire 
DEPARTMENT

a part-time person or use one of the janitors to do 
CONT’D

the mowing. If the highway department’s larger mower 

goes down, Mr. Decelles said he would want the mower 

back but would offer a smaller one for the school to 

use. Mr. Boudreau will inform Mr. Ballen of the offer. 

Mr. Prendergast asked what the status was for the 

Putnam Road bridge repairs. The department has an 

estimate of $139,000 to put in new culverts and 

decking. Mr. Boudreau said there might be a grant 

available but that would put the repair off to the 

future. He will find out more. It was suggested that 

only one lane be open to traffic until the bridge is 

fixed. Mr. Decelles will investigate temporary repairs.

Deb Decelles asked what the procedure was for the use 
RECREATION

of town equipment and employees who volunteer their 
COMMITTEE

time to work on the park project. She was told the 

committee is to request the equipment use in writing 

and that employees are to file statements with the 

Town Clerk stating that they are offering their 

services at no charge.

Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to grant a curb cut 
CURB CUT

permit for Joe Trybus at 114 Miner Road, Lanesborough 

with the stipulation that where the driveway meets 

the road, the driveway is low enough as not to obstruct 

the flow of water along the road edge, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, 

yes; Mr. Goerlach 
abstained.

Present: Members Liz Phelps, Marv Michalak, Bernie 
POLICE

Roberts and Paul Therrien. Also present Doris and 
ADVISORY

Al Hartheimer, Kenneth Appelbaum and Douglas R. Webb. 
BOARD

Mr. Prendergast said he wanted to discuss a different 

process for employment applications to the department. 

He said he wanted positions advertised and that the 

applications should be given to the board and then 

given to the chief. Ms. Phelps said this has not been 

done before and asked why the change. Mr. Prendergast 

said it was appropriate and would assure proper 

hiring procedures. Mr. Goerlach said the procedure for 

hiring police officers should be the same as the 
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one used for highway department employees. 
POLICE

Ms. Elfenbein disagreed. Chief Bashara said he 
ADVISORY

would be flooded with applications if he was to 
BOARD

advertise and that most of them would not be 
CONT’D

suitable police officers. Openings in the 

department are advertised by word-of-mouth. He 

acts on all applications including background 

checks and finds that most would not be suitable. 

There is no requirement that jobs be advertised 

and he does not know of any departments that do 

that. Mr. Prendergast said the advisory board would 

still interview applicants with the chief as it does 

now. Only part-time openings would be advertised or 

full-time if there were no applications from within 

the department as required by the contract. 

Ms. Elfenbein said she was concerned that the change 

could lead to the selectmen becoming actively 

involved in choosing police department employees and 

said she would never support such a change.

Mr. Prendergast said the Selectmen should be more 

involved in the department. Ms. Elfenbein said the 

board hires the chief to run the department. 

Mr. Appelbaum said the change would set a precedent 

and should be brought before the town for a vote. 

If the board changes the present policy he said he 

would bring the matter to a special town meeting. 

Mr. Prendergast said he had heard that some 

applications are not acted on and that he just wants 

to be sure that everyone who applies is considered. 

Chief Bashara said that is the case now. Ms. Phelps 

said that one of the functions of the Advisory Board 

is to hear complaints about the department from the 

public which the board then investigates with the 

chief. Members of the advisory board said they were 

against the proposed change because the present 

system works well.

 Mr. Prendergast said he had received a complaint 
GULF ROAD

about speeding on Gulf Road. Chief Bashara said it 
TRAFFICE

is an issue that the department knows about and that

most of the speeders are residents of the road. He 

will step up patrols.

Hank Sayers is still complaining about the towing 
TOWING

call list not being fair. Chief Bashara said he has 
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spoken with Mr. Sayers several times and assured him 
TOWING

that he is getting fair treatment. Mr. Prendergast 
CONT’D

asked the chief to talk to Mr. Sayers again.

Joseph Scelsi reported that Tom Szczepaniak asked 
MALL ROAD

the MPO to consider earmarking $2 million for 
REDESIGN

reconstruction of the connector road so that the 

Baker Hill Road District could apply for the 

remaining $8 million from the state and federal 

funds. The request was denied. Mr. Scelsi said the 

MPO would not earmark funds until the remaining 

funds are guaranteed, putting the District in a 

Catch 22 situation.

Mr. Boudreau recommended reappointing Robert Skubel 
ANIMAL

as there have been no other applicants for the post. 
CONTROL

The board wants to discuss several matters with 
OFFICER

Mr. Skubel before doing that. Mr. Boudreau will ask 

him to attend the next meeting.

The board signed the assurance letter for the 
AUDITOR

auditors.
 
The following bids were received for removing 
TANK 

the 1,000 gallon underground oil storage tank in 
REMOVAL

front of the Town Hall: Mr. Newton $2,400 verbally. 
BIDS

Dennis Condron $1,450 with an additional charge 

for liquid removal. Miller $1,600 plus an additional 

charge for any liquid that is not oil. Mr. Goerlach 

suggested the Highway Department measure what liquid 

is in the tank and whether it is oil or water or both. 

If there is a lot of oil, it might be useable 

elsewhere. Bids were taken under advisement waiting 

that information.

MAIL

A letter from the SBAB regarding the school building 
SCHOOL

project which has been approved after a 6 year 
AUDIT

process.

A note thanking the town for its donation.
SONSINI
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Stacy Parsons submitted a letter recusing herself 
CONSERVATION

from any discussions on the Conservation Commission 

regarding 57 Prospect Street.

MassHighway replied to the board’s letter regarding 
GUARD RAILS

the request for a guardrail at the Krispy Kone. The 

request is denied as it does not meet the department’s 

criteria for guardrail installation.

The BCRPC is seeking applications from developers 
BCRPC

for low impact development demonstration projects.

Announcement of a meeting in Dalton on July 11 
INSURANCE

regarding the state insurance plan for municipal 

employees. Mr. Boudreau will attend.

Old Business

Discussion of 18 Bailey Road continued until Bill 
BAILEY

Decelles can meet with the board.
ROAD

Appointments to vacancies held until notice runs 
COMMITTEE

in The Eagle. Ms. Elfenbein will check to see 
VACANCIES

whether they ever received the announcement and if 

so when they plan to run it.

Meeting adjourned at 10:15.

Respectfully submitted,

Gae Elfenbein, Clerk.

