November 5, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment





Glen Bean stated that the classification hearing will 	CLASSIFICATION


be held on November 26, 2007.  Mr. Bean explained the 


way a split rate works and offered to put together a 


comprehensive report to present on the night of the 


hearing.





At 7:30 p.m. Mr. Prendergast opened the Parking Ticket 	PARKING


Hearing.  Timothy Slater was cited for parking in a fire 	TICKET


lane in front of the entrance of Linen’s N Things.  	HEARING


Mr. Slater stated that he was only there for 5 minutes 


with permission from Mall Security to load a purchase 


that he made at Best Buy.  Officer Vallone said that 


mall security has no authority to give permission to 


park in a fire lane. Officer Vallone also stated that 


Best Buy has another entrance where Mr. Slater could 


have parked.   Mr. Prendergast said that the Board 


would uphold the ticket and Mr. Slater paid the fine of 


$10.00.  Mr. Prendergast asked that a letter be sent to 


the mall explaining that they have no authority to tell 


people where they can park.





At 7:45 p.m. Mr. Prendergast opened the WMECO pole 	WMECO


hearing. Mr. Goerlach is recusing himself because he 	POLE


is an interested party.  Ms. Scarborough represented 	HEARING


WMECO and stated that the request is regarding the 


placement of 3 new poles on Miner Road to bring service 


to property at 114 Miner Road owned by Philip Farar.  


After much discussion motion was made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to grant the pole placement contingent upon the fact 


that the last pole will be put on the left side of 


Mr. Farar’s driveway and that the Tree Warden will check 


on any trees that may be affected, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, 


yes; Mr. Goerlach abstained.
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Michael Nelson and Tom Cohan of Charter Communications – 	GOVERNMENT


Doug Webb and Mike Murphy of the Cable Commission.  	ACCESS


Ms. Elfenbein asked how many customers Charter has 	CHANNEL


in town.  Mr. Cohan said that he did not know, but 


would find out.  Mr. Nelson said that the government 


access would be channel 2 in Lanesborough only.  


There will be a community bulletin board when there 


was no meeting being broadcast. The live broadcast 


will have to be done from Town Hall.  Charter will 


be providing the Town with a camcorder which will 


use VHS tapes, 2 tape decks and 4 microphones.  


Mr. Hartheimer asked if the town would be able to 


broadcast on their website.  Mr. Nelson said that it 


would take special equipment and the cost would be 


under $10,000.  Mr. Cohen said that Charter has an 


obligation to supply about $8,000 equipment under 


their contract with the Town.





Mr. Prendergast stated that there were many more 	CHARTER


questions about Charter’s cable connections in Town.  


Mr. Cohen said that he would answer any questions 


that come up and provide his telephone number for 


future questions. Mr. Prendergast said that the biggest 


problem is that there is no customer service locally 


and it can take days to get repairs done.  





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the October 29, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded	MINUTES


by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the October 29, 


2007 executive session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.  





William Stevens of the Finance Committee to set up a 	FY09


time when the Board can meet with the Finance 	BUDGET


Committee to go over budgets for FY09.





Mr. Scelsi asked if the Town had made any decision on 	AMBULANCE


ambulance service after AMR leaves.  Mr. Goerlach asked 


if the mall could pick up the cost short term. Mr. Scelsi 


asked for some figures before he could make a commitment.





Town Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau regarding the disposition of property 	PROPERTY


under $500 must be approved by the Selectmen anything 	DISPOSITION


over $500 must be advertised before sold.  Mr. Boudreau 


requested that the amount be increased to $1,500.  Motion 
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made by Ms. Elfenbein to increase the amount to 


$1,500, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 





Mr. Boudreau suggested setting deadlines for 	AGENDA


appointments for the selectmen’s meeting agenda.  





Mr. Boudreau will be submitting a grant application 	TOWN HALL


for reimbursement for taking out the underground tank 	OIL TANK


and the installing the new tanks.  There could be a 


reimbursement of up to $3,600.





Mr. Boudreau said that there will be no tour for the 	RED SOX


Red Sox trophy this time as it was very expensive.  	TROPHY


Mr. Prendergast asked for a letter objecting to their 


decision.





Mr. Boudreau reported that MassHighway put up new 	ROUTE 7


signs announcing the “reduced speed” zone.	SIGNS





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has received complaints 	LEAF


regarding the leaf blowing equipment being used by 	BLOWING


the town highway department.  Mr. Goerlach said that 	EQUIPMENT


it is keeping leaves out of the drainage ditches that 


drain into the catch basins; which will alleviate 


problems in the future.





Mr. Boudreau said that we will be having a public	SENIOR CENTER


 hearing on November 19, 2007 or December regarding 


the senior center.





Mr. Boudreau asked if the Board thinks we should 	AMBULANCE


meet with Charlie Durfee and Deb Decelles during the 


meeting on November 15.  Ms. Elfenbein said that if 


they are coming in make sure they bring in figures 


as to the cost of the 2 EMT’s.  Ms. Elfenbein asked 


if there is any Homeland Security money for this 


type of emergency.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a thank you 	DRIVE-IN


letter to be sent to Dennis Condron for the drive-in 	PROPERTY


property.  The Board approved the letter and signed it.





End of Town Administrator’s Report





Mail:





No Mail
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Old Business:


		


Mr. Goerlach said that Mr. Decelles is meeting with 	MACHT


Jon Macht at Balance Rock Road and Bailey Road to 


discuss the water problems.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the inter-municipal 	EMERGENCY


mutual aid agreement that Mr. Garrity left with the  	MUTUAL AID


Board. Mr. Prendergast signed it on behalf of the Board.





New Business:





Mr. Boudreau reported that on the tour with the 	GOVERNMENT


Charter representatives he was told that the room 	ACCESS 


in the basement will not work because it is too 	CHANNEL


damp.  Mr. Boudreau said that this is a government 


access channel not a community access channel.  


Mr. Boudreau said that the Selectmen’s office is 


the only viable location.





Ms. Elfenbein would like to look at the parking 	PARKING


ticket fees at a future meeting.	FINES





Mr. Prendergast asked if the Board wanted to discuss 	CLASSIFICATION


the possibility of 2 separate tax rates for 


commercial and residential property.  The Board 


wants to see what Mr. Bean puts together first.





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Bruce 	SEWER


Collingwood and he said that the sewer agreement 	AGREEMENT


with Pittsfield is in the works.  Mayor Roberto 


wants to deal with Lenox first and then Lanesborough. 


Ms. Elfenbein asked for a copy of the agreement so 


that we can review it.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m.	ADJOURNED


