August 6, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment


Peter Boehringer of Greylock Estates Road with a 	GREYLOCK 


sample of the rocks that are on the surface of the 	ESTATES


road.  Mr. Goerlach stated that some of the rocks were 	ROAD


not brought in by the highway department.  These rocks 


are brought up when frost leaves the ground.  The 


Board said that they would check with Mr. Decelles on 


when he can grade the road.





Stephanie Abrams reported that she has heard from 	“SISTER CITY”


the Councilmen of Lanesborough, Ireland and they are 	VISIT


planning to come to the USA for a week in October 


(8-13).  There will be 3 Councilmen coming along with 


eighteen or more other citizens of Lanesborough, 


Ireland. They would like one formal meeting with the 


Selectmen. Mrs. Abrams asked if a committee could be 


formed to plan some community events during their stay. 


Mr. Abrams also asked if there was a chance of getting 


“sister city” signs.  Mr. Prendergast said that he 


knows someone who does signs.





Maureen Kirby of Bridge Street said that a tree came 	BRIDGE STREET


down it is on the edge of the brook and it was on 


Mr. Sinopoli’s property. It is now sitting in the 


brook. Mr. Decelles spoke with her and does not know 


how to handle this because we do not know who owns 


the brook.  Mr. Prendergast said that it will become 


a problem later because the brook will back up.  


Mr. Decelles said that he can get in to remove the 


tree but he will have to speak with Mr. Sinopoli. 


The Board asked that he speak with the Conservation 


Commission as well.





Mr. Decelles presented his list of work that he 	ROAD WORK


would like to do this Summer.  Mr. Decelles said 


that he spoke with Mr. Goerlach regarding the bridge 


on Putnam Road and he will be doing a temporary fix 


(about $4,000) and then go for a grant to do the rest.  


He needs to see the Conservation Commission about this 
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too.  He is planning on repairing sections of Summer 	ROAD WORK


Street, Bull Hill Road and Prospect Street that are 	CONT’D


sinking.  This will have to go out to bid ($25,000 


out of Chapter 90).  Ms. Elfenbein asked how much 


Chapter 90 money we have available.  Mr. Decelles 


said about $246,000.  Mr. Prendergast asked who did 


the job for the Water Department.  Mr. Goerlach said 


that it was Petricca. Mr. Decelles said that we had 


design work done for Olsen Road and Greylock Estates 


Road done.  The cheapest to do is Olsen Road at about 


$100,000.  He has an estimate for Greylock Estates Road 


for approximately $145,000. The Churchill Street design 


is being done by Guntlow and Associates.  Mr. Boudreau 


will call find out the status.  Mr. Decelles said that 


he has touch up paving to do on other roads for around 


$65,000 and also replacing guardrails, approximately 


1,225 feet, including Bailey Road and over by the 


spring on Summer Street. He can use county bid for a 


total of approximately $25,000.  Mr. Decelles said that 


he spoke with Mr. Boehringer, who asked for calcium to 


be put down on Greylock Estates Road and said the road 


is not bad.  Mr. Decelles said that he went up with the 


calcium and now Mr. Boehringer is saying that there are 


rocks coming up through the road. Ms. Elfenbein asked 


about the reclaim.  Mr. Goerlach said that he will 


speak to someone about it.  The Board okayed the 


$190,000 and asked Mr. Decelles to figure out how much 


of Greylock Estates Road he can do with the remainder.  


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to ok the projects that 


Mr. Decelles has requested to date, seconded by 


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Ms. Scarborough representing WEMCO requesting 	WEMCO


permission to put 3 poles in on Partridge Road.  	POLE HEARING


Mr. Girard, Tree Warden, does not have problem with 


the locations. Mr. Girard explained that the only 


tree in the way is diseased anyway so they can 


remove it or top it.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to approve the locations of the 3 poles on Partridge 


Road, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Rich Cohen and Sheila Hebert from School Committee.  	SCHOOL 


Mr. Cohen called the School Committee meeting to 	COMMITTEE


order. Mr. Boudreau said that there are 4 candidates 	APPOINTMENT


at this time for the vacant position on the School 


Committee: John Hickey, Brenda Lepicier, Joseph 


Jacques and Tammy Cole-Seaman.  Mr. Hickey and 


Mr. Jacques were in last week.  Ms. Tammy Cole-Seaman 
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and Brenda Lepicier are here tonight.  Mr. Prendergast 	SCHOOL


recused himself again because his wife works at the 	COMMITTEE


school.  Mr. Cohen explained what happened at last 	APPOINTMENT


Monday’s meeting.  Ms. Cole-Seaman asked how the 	CONT’D


decision will be made because there are 2 members 	


of the School Committee and 2 members of the Select 	


Board and no one to decide if there is a tie.  


Mr. Cohen said that it would have to be a majority 


vote.  Ms. Elfenbein asked about Ms. Lepicier’s 


relationship with Officer Brad Lepicier.  


Ms. Lepicier said that he is her husband.  


Ms. Elfenbein feels that there is a conflict of 


interest because of contract negotiations.  


Mr. Goerlach would like to have a ruling from the 


State Ethics Commission regarding this before making 


a decision. Mr. Cohen feels that there is a need for 


an appointment tonight because they are short a member.  


Ms. Hebert would like to make a decision tonight and 


if the majority feels that Ms. Lepicier is the person 


for the position then we should go to the Ethics 


Commission for a ruling, so that we do not hold up 


the decision.  Mr. Cohen stated that he feels that 


Mr. Hickey would be a good candidate for this 


position because of his prior experience.  Mr. Cohen 


reminded the Board that this is a 9-month position 


and anyone appointed would have to run in the next 


election.  Ms. Hebert will not be running in the next 


election so there will be 2 positions open at that 


time.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint 


John Hickey to the School Committee until the next 


election, seconded by Mr. Cohen. After discussion 


there was a vote, which resulted in a tie.  


Ms. Hebert feels that Ms. Cole-Seaman would be her 


choice because she is very committed to the school 


and the town. Motion made by Ms. Hebert to appoint 


Ms. Cole-Seaman, no second.   Mr. Goerlach wants to 


make the call to the Ethics Commission himself. The 


Board and the School Committee decided to hold another 


meeting on Thursday, August 9 at 1 p.m. at town hall 


to make a decision. The School Committee adjourned 


their meeting at 8:55 p.m.





Mr. Seigors and Mr. Scelsi from the Mall regarding 	MALL ROAD


the MPO process and to inform the Board that they 	REDESIGN


have been notified of a meeting on Thursday, August 


9th at 10 a.m. in Boston. MassHighway has requested 


Mr. Boudreau and Mr. Tinkham’s presence at the meeting.  


Mr. Seigors gave the Board a copy of the TIP program 
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list that will be gone over at the MPO meeting on 	MALL ROAD


August 14th.  Mr. Seigors stated that the more 	REDESIGN


present at the meeting the better.  Mr. Goerlach 	CONT’D


stated that he commends Mr. Seigors, Mr. Scelsi 


and Mr. Tinkham on their perseverance in seeing 


this matter through to completion.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the July 30, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the July 30, 


2007 executive session as amended, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 





Administrators Report 





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of a 	SPRING


picture of the view from the site of our proposed 	PROPERTY


new senior center toward Prospect Street.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that he, Deb Decelles and 


Win Newton and it is a beautiful piece of property.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a 	OFFICER


congratulatory letter to be sent to Officer 	SORRELL


Sorrell.  Ms. Elfenbein said that we should 


remember to do this for all officers.





Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Mr. Condron 	FUEL TANK


today and he will be coming soon to take out the 	TOWN HALL


underground fuel tank at Town Hall.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Condron said that 	DRIVE-IN


they finished the little league diamond last 	PROPERTY


weekend and he will be meeting with the Planning 


Board for an “Approval Not Required”.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he told Mr. Condron that the town needs 


to receive a letter stating his intention to donate 


the property to the Town.  Mr. Condron indicated 


that he will not be finishing the entry to the 


property until after the Route 7 road project is 


done.





Mr. Boudreau said that he is looking into the 	BEAUDOIN


situation regarding the motorcycles.  He reported 


that he spoke with Town Counsel and he said that 


the only angle is that Mr. Beaudoin has constructed 


an accessory use, which would not be allowed.  


Otherwise there is nothing we can do about the noise.  
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Mr. Boudreau said that he also needs to speak with 	BEAUDOIN


the Building Inspector to find out if this is correct. 	CONT’D


Mr. Prendergast suggested having a meeting with the 


people involved to see if there are acceptable times 


when the motorcycles can be run.  Mr. Goerlach said 


that he spoke with Mr. Beaudoin and Mr. Beaudoin was 


not receptive to negotiating times.





Mr. Boudreau gave the board a copy of the Highway 	CONTRACT


Department Superintendent’s current contract.





Mr. Boudreau asked to go into executive session to 	EXECUTIVE


discuss collective bargaining.  Mr. Goerlach made a 	SESSION


motion to go into executive session for the purpose 


of discussing collective bargaining and to reconvene 


to open session., seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. 


Goerlach, yes; Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast yes.





End of Administrator’s Report.





Mail:





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Nancy 	NBCC


Mulkey to the Northern Berkshire Cultural Council, 	APPOINTMENT


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Memo from the Board of Assessors requesting a 	PERSONAL


change to eliminate all personal property accounts 	PROPERTY


under $10,000, which would reduce the taxable 	TAXES


accounts by 85% and only reduce the amount of money 


received by 7%.  This will have to go to the annual 


town meeting for approval.





Old Business:





Ms. Elfenbein asked if Mr. Goerlach met with Bill 	BALANCE ROCK


Decelles on Balance Rock road.  Mr. Goerlach feels 	ROAD (MACHT)


that reopening the catch basins and re-piping it 


through Mr. Macht’s property will alleviate the 


water problems. This will have to be discussed with 


Mr. Macht and Mr. Decelles. Mr. Goerlach said that 


then they went to look at Mr. Kristensen’s property 


on Roanoke.  The 2 things that would work would be 


a system where all drainage runs into tanks which 


will cost a lot of money or put in retention ponds 


to catch water before it goes to the lake.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that the Conservation Commission 


said that Mr. Kristensen has massive wetland violations 
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on his property.  Mr. Hickey issued a “cease and desist” 	ROANOKE


order immediately.  Mr. Prendergast suggested telling 	(KRISTENSEN)


Mr. Kristensen his options and to encourage him to get 


the road accepted.  Mr. Boudreau is going to speak with 


Gary Brackett about the ownership of roads.





New Business:





Discussion regarding the appointment of a 	“SISTER


committee to oversee the planning of a 	CITY”


reception for the visitors coming to the town 


from Lanesborough, Ireland.  





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 10:55 p.m.	ADJOURNED


