March 20, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 6:30 p.m.





Judy Gallant, Town Clerk gave her opinion as to 	ANIMAL


what is needed from an Animal Control Officer.  	CONTROL


She feels that the Town needs an animal control 	OFFICER


officer that has no vested interest in the Town 


of Lanesborough and is not biased in anyway.   


Mrs. Gallant feels that Mr. McClay from Dalton 


would be a good choice because he would be proactive.  


Mrs. Gallant explained that there are at least 300 


dogs that have not yet been licensed and she does 


not have time to track all of them down.  She also 


explained that in the past she has printed lists 


for the previous animal control officers and nothing 


was done with them.  Ms. Elfenbein suggested 


starting the arrangement with Mr. McClay from Dalton.  


Mr. Goerlach suggested having Mr. McClay for the 


licensing and Mr. Weider to handle the dog complaints. 


The Board reviewed the list of requirements made by 


Mr. Weider.  No decision was made.





Joe Scelsi and Mark Seigors from the Mall updated 	MALL ROAD


the Board with the plans for the road.  They have 	REDESIGN


received the preliminary 100% design for the road.  


They expect to have them filed with MassHighway 


within 2 weeks.  Attorney Seigors feels that there 


is a good chance that this project could be done 


next year.





Mr. Tinkham explained the Baker Hill Road District’s 	BAKER 


request for extra funds for repairs to the Mall Road.	HILL





Mr. Goerlach asked if Joe Scelsi had heard anything 	AMBULANCE


from Pyramid about a commitment of funds to help 


with the ambulance. Mr. Scelsi said that he had 


all the information he requested and has presented 


the information and request to the owners of Pyramid 


and is awaiting a reply.
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Mike Murphy of the Cable Committee came at the 	CABLE


request of the Board. Mr. Prendergast said that the 	COMMITTEE


Town’s people have many questions for Charter. 


Mr. Murphy stated that he would like to see a 


public forum for any Charter customer to speak 


with a representative from Charter. Mr. Murphy 


said that Charter’s position is that they bought 


an old system and the Town is not a big enough 


market for them to invest a lot of money to upgrade 


the system.  Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Murphy 


would find out if Charter would consider replacing 


the current lines with more updated equipment.





Town Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with the current 	FY09


budget picture for the town for FY09. 





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a preliminary 	WARRANT


town meeting warrant for the Board’s review and 	ARTICLES


recommendations. Mr. Boudreau stated that the first 


3 articles are the usual Warrant Articles.





Mr. Boudreau explained that there was an Ambulance 	AMBULANCE


Association meeting and that is what triggered 	EMT 


Article 4 on the Warrant: request for $65,000 to 	COVERAGE


fund salaries for part-time EMT’s. Mr. Prendergast 


stated that he would rather have a non-binding 


referendum on the ballot to find out what the town’s 


people would like to do. 





Article 5 is the full-time police officer that Chief 	FULL-TIME


Bashara would like to hire. The Finance Committee 	POLICE


feels that it should be a separate item so that 	OFFICER


everyone can see the cost involved. 





Article 6 is regarding the hiring of an additional 	FULL-TIME


highway department employee.  The Finance Committee 	HIGHWAY


feels that it should be a separate item so that 	EMPLOYEE


everyone can see the cost involved.





Article 7 the Fire Chief made a request of $15,000 	FIRE CHIEF


to cover a salary for the Fire Chief.  The Finance 	SALARY


Committee suggested that this be a Warrant Article 	


to create a line item and Article 8 would fund the 


line item. Ms. Elfenbein pointed out that if the 


chief is a full time employee for the Town he cannot 


be paid for the duties as chief.  Ms. Elfenbein said 
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that it is all part of the special municipal employee 	WARRANT


statute.  The Board asked Mr. Boudreau to get a 	ARTICLES


ruling from Town Counsel.  	CONT’D





Article 9 to pay from free cash $140,000 for the 	LADDER


purchase of a new ladder truck for the fire 	TRUCK


department.	FIRE





Article 10 to pay from free cash $13,000 for the 	POLICE


purchase of a new cruiser.  The Baker Hill Road 	CRUISER


District will pay the balance of $13,000.  





Article 11 to pay from free cash $1,070 for a 	ASSESSOR’S


new computer for the Assessor’s Clerk. 	COMPUTER





Article 12 to pay from free cash $2,500 to up 	TAX MAPS


date tax maps. 	ASSESSOR





Article 13 to pay from free cash $9,000 to paint 	PAINT


town hall. 	TOWN HALL





Article 14 to pay from free cash a sum of money 	ADA RAMP


to replace the ADA ramp at town hall.  Mr. Boudreau 	TOWN HALL


is waiting for a number.





Article 15 to pay from free cash a sum of money to 	GASB45


hire an Actuarial to bring the Town into compliance 


with GASB45.





Article 16 to pay from free cash $4,150 information 	UPDATE


technology services for Town Hall.  Mr. Boudreau 	COMPUTERS


said that he got the quote from Brainspiral to up 	TOWN HALL


date the system.  





Article 17 to pay from free cash $7,500 for a new 	COPIER


copier (the old copier will go into the library). 	TOWN HALL





Article 18 to pay from free cash $250 as membership 	


to the Housatonic Valley Association.





Article 19 to pay from free cash $2,500 for new 	FLAGS


flags and poles. Mr. Goerlach stated that he thought 


there is money left in the budget from last year.  


After checking the last budget figures it was decided 


to pull this article.  





Article 20 to pay from free cash a sum of money 	BERKSHIRE


for maintenance of the Berkshire Spring springhouse.  	SPRING


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – MARCH 20, 2008 – PAGE 4





Mr. Boudreau said that we need to discuss the 	BERKSHIRE


maintenance of the springhouse with John Olander.  	SPRING


Mr. Prendergast stepped out of the meeting during	CONT’D


This discussion. Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. 


Decelles put up “jersey barriers” to prevent snow 


from being pushed into the spring building.  We 


also need to install a shut off at the roadside 


service pipe and be able to direct the flow into 


the pond.  The springhouse itself has cracks in 


the walls and roof. Mr. Olander said that the 


foundation is solid and maybe the Town should 


replace the whole building. Mr. Goerlach stated 


that he would like to see a number for the repairs.  





Article 21 to pay from free cash $10,000 for the 	LAWN


purchase of a new lawn mower for the Highway 	MOWER


Department. Mr. Goerlach said that depending on 


the size of the mower the Town may want to purchase 


a trailer to transport it.  





Article 22 to pay from free cash $2,100 for the 	FIRE


Fire Matching Grant.  	GRANT





Article 23 to pay from free cash $30,000 for the 	SENIOR


site plan for the proposed Senior Center.  	CENTER


Ms. Elfenbein asked that this article be moved to 


the beginning of the warrant so that the Senior 


Citizens that come to the meeting can leave early 


if they wish. 





Article 23 is a request to increase senior tax 	INCOME


eligibility Income Limits.	LIMITS





Article 24 is a request to increase senior tax 	ASSET


eligibility Asset Limits.	LIMITS


	


Article 25 is a request to increase senior tax 	ASSET


eligibility Asset Deductions.	DEDUCTIONS





Article 26 is a request to accept the provisions 	PERSONAL


of MGL Ch. 59, Sec. 5, Cl. 54 to exempt small 	PROPERTY


personal property accounts less than $10,000. 





Article 27 establish a line item account for 	AGRICULTURAL


Agricultural Commission.  This line item will 	COMMISSION


not be funded at this time.
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Article 28 that all town officers are required 	FEES


to pay all fees collected by them into the town 


treasury. 





Article 29 approve an inter-municipal agreement 	ACO


with the Town of Dalton regarding the Animal 	AGREEMENT


Control Officer.





Article 30 approve a memorandum of understanding 	WEMCO


with the Towns of Richmond, Dalton, Becket and 	AGREEMENT


Savoy to share mowing equipment leased by Western 


Massachusetts Electric Company to mowing the sides 


of roads.





Article 31 vote to authorize the LACTV2 Cable 	LACTV2


Commission revolving account to collect cable 


franchise fees and other receipts and donations 


and to authorize expenditures of up to $800 from 


said account.  





Article 32 through 40 the usual annual meeting 


authorizations.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a list of 	BUDGET


budget requests, slightly modified by the Finance 


Committee.





Mr. Goerlach said that he believes that the Fire 	SHIPPEY


Department will be requesting funds to tear down 	PROPERTY


the Shippey property. We can fund the line item 


that has already been created for this purpose.





End Town Administrator’s Report





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the March 10, 2008 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the March 


10, 2008 executive session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Copy of a letter from Katz, Murphy and Greenwald 	SUPERIOR


to Richard Miner regarding a fee agreement to 	STREET


represent them in a lawsuit brought by the 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  This is regarding 


Superior Street.
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Correspondence from the Massachusetts Lottery 	KENO


Commission regarding a new “Keno to go” lottery.





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission notice of 	BRPC


a meeting to be held March 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.





Correspondence from the Massachusetts Senate 	SENATE


stating that they had voted to increase state 


aid to cities and towns by $223 million.





Berkshire Regional Transit Authority notice of 	BRTA


a meeting to be held on March 20, 2008 at 4:00 p.m.





Old Business:





Mr. Goerlach asked what is happening on Spring 	SPRING


Street. Ms. Elfenbein said that there is a copy 	STREET


of an e-mail in the mail from Stacy Chapman from 


the Conservation Commission stating that she has 


been speaking with Mr. Torra about the water problem.





Mr. Goerlach suggested not letting people go on 	MEETINGS


and on at meetings so that we do not get behind 


in our meetings.





Ms. Elfenbein asked about the bulky waste.  	BULKY


Mr. Boudreau said that he has already spoken 	WASTE


with Sandy Totter and she is setting it up for 	COLLECTION


May 17, 2008 from noon to 4 pm.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Decelles had spoken 	PROSPECT


with Mr. Kuhns on Prospect Street.  Mr. Boudreau 	STREET


reported that Mr. Decelles said that he does have 


the pipe for replacement





Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Boudreau check 	INSURANCE


insurance for volunteers they are covered.





Mr. Prendergast asked if the letter from 	ROUTE 7


MassHighway regarding the sidewalks on Route 7 	SIDEWALKS


was forwarded to Mr. Sinopoli.





discuss bus issue again.





Mr. Prendergast asked if a letter had been sent 	WEBB


out to Mr. Webb. Mr. Boudreau will send a letter.
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New Business:





Mr. Goerlach asked about the charging of a fee of 	COMMUNITY


$10.00 for copies of the tapes from the Community 	ACCESS


Access Channel. Mr. Zaks said that $5.00 of the 


fees collected for each tape of sporting events 


goes to the Recreation Committee and the rest 


covers the cost of the DVD’s.





Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Boudreau would speak 	ACO


with Mr. McClay about sharing the Animal Control 


Officer position.  Mr. Goerlach said that they 


should increase the fees.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, 	MEETING


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein meeting adjourned 	ADJOURNED


at 10:00 p.m.	








